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HRL Dated December 13, 1941 


Rec'd 4:53 p.m., 14th 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


1535, December 13, 5 p.m. 

Department's 895, December 5, 7 p.m. 

Competent Foreign Office official has informed the 
Embassy that the transfer of these men from Vernet to 
Castres was ordered because of their undesirable political 
activity at Vernet and was in no way preparatory to their 
delivery to the Italian and German Governments. Although 
the Italian Government has requested the surrender of 
Longo no decision has been reached on this request. The 
German Government has not (repeat not) requested the sur- 
render of Dahlen and Rau, 

According to the armistice terms the Italians can 
not demand the surrender of Italian subjects whose actions 
have been opposed to the present Fascist regime. 

These three men have a claim to Russian nationality 


by naturalization, 
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THE AMERICAN ht 
Memorandum of Conversatidn DEPARTMENT OF STATE 





PATE: December 10, 1941, 


Desired assistance in connection with three anti-Fascists 
now in prison at Castres Tarn. 


PARTICIPANTS: Sefior Dr. Aurelio F. Concheso, Ambassador of Cuba; 


COPIES TO: 


Mr. Laurence Duggan, Adviser on Political Relations. 
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The Ambassador of Cuba stated that his Government 
was interested in the fate of three "anti-Fascists" who 
took pert in the Civil War in Spain, who were in Vernet, 
France, and who have now been put in a prison at Castres 
Tarn, The names of these three persons are Lina Longo, 
Franz Dahlen, and Hein Rum. The German and Italian Gov- 
ernments have requested their extradition. The three 
persons all have visas for Mexico and Cuba and their 
passages have been paid for. 

The Anbassador stated that the Cuban Government would 
appreciate any assistance that this Government could give 
before the French Government in preventing their 


extradition 


~2= 


extradition to Germany and Italy and in facilitating 
their passage to Mexico and Cuba, 

I told the Ambassador I would be glad to have the 
matter looked into. 


Laurence Duggan 
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GRAY 


(Paris) 
Vichy 


HRL Dated December 135, 1941 
Reo'd 4:53 p.m., 14th 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


1535, December 13, 5 p.m. 

Department's 895, December 5, 7 p.m. 

Competent Foreign Office official has informed the 
Embessy that the transfer of these men from Vernet to 
Castres was ordered because of their undesirable political 
activity at Vernet and was in no way preparatory to their 
delivery to the Italian and German Governments. Although 
the Italian Government has requested the surrender of 
Longo no decision has been reached on this request. The 
German Government has not (repeat not) requested the sur- 
render of Dahlen and Rau. 

According to the armistice terms the Italians can 
not demand the surrender of Italian subjects whose actions 
have been opposed to the present Fascist regime. 

These three men have a claim to Russian nationality 
by naturalization. 
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TELEGRAM SENT 
Gs GRAY 
December 5, 1941 


7 p.m. 


AMERICAN EMBASSY 
VICHY. 


895 

Three former members of the Spanish International 
Brigade, Luigi Longo (Italian), Franz Dehlen (German) 
and Heiner Rau (German), have reportedly been removed 
from Camp Vernet to Prison Castres preparatory to 
their delivery to the Italian and German Governments. 
If no objection perceived please make inquiry regarding 
truth of this report and reasons for contemplated 
surrender of men, 


HULL 
(sw) 
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State De yt. 
[Refiigéee Aid” 
Corps Urged 


Churchmen, Educators, 
Labor Leaders Sign 
Petition to U.S. 


The Staté Department today re- 
ceived petitions urging immediate 
formation of a Pan-American Corps 
of Diplomatic Protection for anti- 
fascist refugees signed by 1,115 emi- 
nent churchmen, educators, editors, 
and labor leaders. 

A delegation headed by the Rev. 
Ver Lynn Sprague, religious director 
of thé United American Spanish 
Aid Committee, presented the peti- 
tions to Edward S. Maney, of the 
mropenh Division. Division, and Paul c. 

fels, acting-director of the Divi- 
sion of American Republics. 

Mr, Maney said that the proposal 
js receiving “careful study” by the 
State Department. He added that 
more than 1,000 letters, petitions, | 
and resolutions from individuals 
and organizations have already | 
been received by the State Depart- 
|ment on behalf of the corps. 

Mr. Daniels, who on Aug, 28 
conferred on the matter with rep- 
resentatives of ten American relief, 
labor, and service organizations, 
stated that he still found no funda- 
mental objection to the plan and 
Pointed out that there were some 
differences . of opinion with the 
State Department regarding appli- 
tation of the plan. He did not in- 
dicaté, however, when these differ- 
ences might be ironed out. 

The Rev, Sprague informed the 
State Department officials that ten 
Latin American countries have al- 
ready indicated their complete. will- 
ingness to cooperate in creating the | 
corps, and are only: waiting for the | 
State Department to provide the | 
essential leadership. 

These ten countries, the Rev. 
Sprague .said. are Mexico, Chilé, 
Cuba, Colombia, Uruguay, Ecuador, 
Peru, Paraguay, Nicaragua, and 
Costa Rica, 

















New York Times 





LARGO CABALLERO FREED 


French Court Refuses Spanish 
Request for His Extradition 


VICHY, France, Nov. 20 PB-A 
French court refused today to ex- 
tradiate Francisco Largo Cabal- 
lero, civil war republican regime. 

The former Premier was released 
by a Nimes court where he had 
been taken for hearing on the 
Spanish extradition request. He 
was reported still held under ad- 
ministrative observation and rae 
quired to live in a place selected 
by the French, < 
Mexican Minister Francisco a 
Aguilar had made Personal pro- 
tests to prevent extradition of the 
former republican leader, 

Se ee 





PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM 


To: Secretary of State, Washington, D. C. 
From: . American Embassy, Vichy. 

Dated: November 12, 1941, 11 a.m. 

Rec'd: November 12, 1941, 10:28 a.m. 

No. 1431 


Department's 835 of November 8, 8 p.m. 

The American Ambassador at Vichy reported that 
representations had been made orally to the competent 
French Foreign Office official on behalf of Largo Caballero 
and Federica Montseny. According to this French official, 
there have been no recent developments with respect to 
the extradition cases of the persons named. It was added 
that no advisory decision had yet been rendered by a 
Court of Appeals at Aixen Provence on application of the 
Spanish Government for their extradition. 

It was explained that an advisory opinion of the court 
favoring extradition is not binding on the government which 
could nevertheless refuse extradition but that on the other 
hand the government could not authorize the extradition of 
a person when the court's advisory opinion opposed such 
procedure. 

The Embassy referred to its telegram 1581, November 27, 
6 p.m. and stated that no action had been taken by the 

by 


-2- 


by the French Government in respect to the extradition of 
Manuel Rodriguez Martinez. 

The Embassy further reported that the French Foreign 
Office has stated there has been no change in their 
Government's policy as set forth in the Embassy's 
telegram 498 of April 28, 6 p.m. 

RR LEAHY 
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PARAPHRAS®T OF FTrEPARAM 


To: Secretary of State, Washington, D. C. 
From: American Embassy, Vichy. 
Dated: November 12, 1941, 11 a.m. 


Rec'd: November 12, 1941, 10:28 a.m, 
No. 1431 


Department's 835 of November 8, 8 p.m. 

The American Ambassador at Vichy reported that 
representations had been made orally to the competent 
French Foreign Office official on behalf of Largo Caballero 
and Federica Montseny. According to this French official, 
there have been no recent developments with respect to 
the extradition cases of the persons named. It was added 
that no advisory decision had yet been rendered by a 
Court of Appeals at Aixen Provence on application of the 
Spenish Government for their extradition. 

It was explained that an advisory opinion of the court 
favoring extradition is not binding on the government which 
could nevertheless refuse extradition but that on the other 
hand the government could not authorize the extradition of 
@ person when the court's advisory opinion opposed such 

procedure. 

The Embassy referred to ite telegram 1381, November 27, 
6 p.m. and stated that no action had been taken by the 


by 
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by the French Government in reepect to the extradition of 
Manuel Rodrigues Martinez. 

The Embassy further reported that the French Foreign 
Office has stated there has been no change in their 
Government's policy as set forth in the Embassy's 
telegram 498 of April 28, 6 p.m. 


LEAHY 


PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM 


To: American Embassy, Vichy. 

From: Secretary of State, Washington, D. C, 
Dated: November 8, 1941, 8 p.m. 

No, 835 , 


According to reports, the Spanish Government again 
is trying to extradite Francisco Largo Caballero, 
The Department instructs the Ambassador to make 
such effective representations to the French authorities 
as appropriate to preclude Caballero's extradition and to 
point out the unfortunate effect on public opinion in this 
country if Caballero is rendered to the Spanish Government. 
The Ambassador is authorized if he perceives no 
objection to make inquiry touching the reported attempt 
to extradite Miss Federica Montseny. 


HULL 
(sw) 


PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM 


To: Secretary of State, Washington, 
From: Vichy 
Dated: November 27, 1941, 8 p.m. 


Rec'd: November 28, 1941, 2:57 p.m. 
No, 1478 


Reference is made to the Embassy's 1431, November 12, 
11 a.m. and 1432, November 12, noon. 

According to information procured informally, the 
Court of Appeals at Aixen Provence has rendered advisory 
opinions opposing the extradition of Largo Caballero and 
Federica Montseny. This information has been confirmed 
by the Consulate at Marseille. According to the Consulate, 
Federica Montseny has been released and Largo Caballero 
has been interned at Valsles Bains. 

It will probably be several weeks before the French 
Foreign Office will be officially notified of the court's 
decision, After such notification is received, it is 
understood thet Federica Montseny will endeavor to obtain 


an exit visa. 


| 
Zl A MCs fe 
November 14, 1941 


Mr. Duggan 
The Gabo de Hornos 


Mr. Warren of VD has been working on thie matter, 
and as I understand the situation at the present moment, 
he is now in New York with Mr. Patrick Malin, the 
American representative of the International Immigration 
Service, continuing to work on this case. 

Mr. Malin is flying to Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, 
to ascertain if the eighty refugees on board the 
Gabo de Hornos can quelify under the laws and regule- 
tions to be admitted to the United States. 

Mr. Warren has written to the United States Consul 
at Port-of-Spain to cooperate with the British authorities 
there in examining the passengers, in the determination 
of their eligibility to come into this country. 

A copy of Mr. Warren's letter on this subject, 
which will be more specific than this hurried mexcrandum, 
will be supplied to you as soon as possible. 


Willerd F. Barber 


RA: WFB: ATS 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 





ADVISER ON POLITICAL RELATIONS 


po MEMORANDUM 


tbh 5 





November 14, 1941 





EU: 


Has there been a reply to the telegram which, 
I understand, was sent to the French Government with 
regard to the Spanish labor leader, Largo Caballero? 


If so, may I see it. 


Ap 


Laurence Duggan 


PA/LD:CW 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Memorandum of Conversation 
November 10, 1941. 


DATE: 
SUBJECT: 
Mr. Elmer E, Rogers, The New Age, The Seottish Rite 
PARTICIPANTS: News Bureau, 1738 16th Street, North Weet. 
Mr, Sdward S$, Maney, European Division. 
COPIES TO: 
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Mr, Rogera called at hie request 12:30 p.m. Novenber 10. 
He said that he represented the Supreme Council of the 
Seottieh Rite, Masons, and that they were interested in 
the gaee of Francisco Largo Caballero, former Spanish 
premier, who/the Franco authorities were endeavoring to 
extredite from France. I informed Mr, Rogers for his con- 
fidential information that this case had already been 
taken up with the American Ambassador at Vichy. Xr. Rogers 
expressed pleasure at the prompt action which the Department 
had taken in this instance. 


Bus ksh sar 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Memorandum of Conversation 
pate: Movember 4, 1941 


/ SUBJECT: 


J 


. Me, Juan A, Meana, formerly Seoretary of the 
pies eat Spanish Embassy at Washington. 


dp, Edward 3, Haney, European Division. 


COPIES TO: 
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My, Meana was introduced by Mr. Seorge, EU. Mr. Meena 
etated that he had received & vommunication from Generel Jose 
Agsensio who is presently residing in New York City to the 
effect that the General had received & communication from & 
eonteot in unocecupled France that the Sponash Government was 
renewing its endceevore to extredite Franciseso Largo Ceballero. 
Mr, Meana stated that the Department intervened in behalf. of 
Sefior Caballero several months ago and that such intervention 
head thue far succeeded in preventing hie extradition to 
Spain but that in view of these renewed endeavors by the 
Freneo Government, {t would be appreciated if the Department 
eould again aek the the Ambassador at Vichy to take the matter 
up with the French authorities. 


woes 


=2e 


I explained to Mr, Meana thet the Frenoh had repeatedly 
given sseursnce thet no Spanish netional would be delivered 
to the Franco Government except after judicial review by 
Frenoh authorities and then only where persone whose ex- 
tradition was requested hed been proved to have committed 
murder or robbery with violence, such crime being motivated 
by reasons of personal gain and not policies of State. 

Br, Heana said thet he too had received such aesurences 
from the French Embarsy at Yashington but in view of the 
well-known desire of the Spanish Government to leave no 


stone unturned to get its hands on Frsncisco Cabellero, 


_he thought it expedient te forestsl1 eny poseible moves 


looking to the extradition of Seffior Cabsllero. 

Agcording to Mr. Meana, Francisco Caballero is 72 
years of age end the possibility of his having sowmitted 
murdéer or robbery with violence Guring the lete civil war 
ite unvorthy of consideration. Kr. Meane steted thet 
Ceballero was Minister of Labor from 1921 to 1923; that 
in September, 1936 he was made Premier and Minister of Wer 
and served in such capsoity until Maroh, 1927; end he hed 
been General Seoretary of the Union Genersl de Trabe jedoree 
from 1922 to the dete of his flight from Spain in 1937. 
Mr. Meana edded that the fact that Francisco Cabsllero was 
Counsellor of State under Prima Nivere was proof of his 
eonservetiem in political matters. Ceballero was # member 


ot 
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of the National Committee of the Sooialist Farty. Among 
his fellow committeemen were Seflor Prieto who is now in 
Mexico City and Juan Negrin who is now in London. 

1 told Mr, Mesna that I would look up the file on 
Frencisco Cabellero with a view to seeing if we could do 


something at this time. 


Eu: fSM:AP 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Memorandum of Conversation 


DATE: Cotober 30, 1941. 


Spanish Refugees, 


SUBJECT: 
B Reverend Ver Lynn Sprague, Religious Director 
ia Score United American penni en ALG Committee » 425 Fourth Avenue, 
New York, New York; 
Reverend Waitsti11 Hastings omg Unitarian Service 
Committee, 25 Beacon Street, Boston, assohusette; 
COPIES TO: 


Mr, Kadward 8, Maney, Furopean Divieion. 








cre THe 

The Reverend Mr. Sprague ealled by appointment on 
October 28 at 3 p.m. to disouse the question of the ceaire 
of the United American Spanish 414 Committee to form a 
Pan Ameriean Corpse of Diplomatia Protection. He brought 
with him the Reverend Nr. Sherp who esteted that he was con- 
nected with the Unitarien Service Committee, 25 Beacon 
Street, Boston, Neasachusette. I anked My, Sharp if he 
was connected in sny way with the United American Spenish 
44d Committee, He exid that he wes not but that he hed 
been asked to Join in thie disoussion as hie organisation 
was interested in refugees, primerily thoee from Germany 
and German-occupied territories end partioularly from 
Ceeohoelovekie, He edded that Mr. Moel Field, formerly 

of 


of the State Department, was head of his committee's 
Marseille office and that Dootor Charles R. Joy, Direotor 
of the Committee's operations in Europe, was shortly 
leaving for Spain and Southern France in connection with 
refugee work. At thie point Mr. Sprague stated that his 
committee's proposal for formation of the Pan Amerioan 
Corps of Diplomatic Protection was intended to alleviate 
the condition of ®11 anti-Fasoist refugees in France, 
including Spanish refugees but not excluding Jews and 
other refugees in that aree, and for that reason other 
organizations such as represented by the Reverend 
Mr. Sharp were tremendously interested in this movement. 

Just before meeting with these two gentlemen, I had 
talked with Mr. Long with respeot to the United American 
Spanish Aid Committee's meeting at the Department on 
August 28 last when they requested thie Government to 
assist in the formation of a Pan American Corps of 
Diplomatic Protection. I gathered from my conversation 
with Mr, Long that he 4414 not think it advisable for the 
Department to take any active steps in this connection 
at thie time and that in my conversations with the dele- 
gates I wae to meke no statement which could give rise to 
publicity. 

At the beginning of my meeting with Mesers. Sprague 
and Sharp, Mr. Sprague asked if the Department was in a 

position 
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position to give his committee informstion as to what 
steps hed been taken in conneotion with the formation of 
& Pan American Corps of Diplomatic FProtegtion for anti- 
Faecist refugees. I endeavored as long as possible to 
avoid enswering thie question. I picked up & copy of e® 
resolution which had been passed by Local #271, Int'l. 
Union, United Automobile, Aircraft & Agricultural Imple- 
ment Workers of America, CIO, 111 Jonee Street, San 
Francisoo, California, and told Mr. Sprague that we had 
received similar, in fact identically worded, resolutions 
whioh hed been passed by & number of Union Chapters in 
the United Statee snd that preeumably the five points out- 
lined therein constituted the work progrem of whet the 
United Americen Spanish Aid Committee had in mind that 
the proposed Pan American Corps of Diplomstic Protection 
could do, He looked at the sheet that I had in my hend 
and seid that it represented their outline except thet 
the points three and five hed been joined in their four 
point progrem, I then took up the points in order. I 
explained to him that in regard to point one, reading, 
"Prevent deportation of anti-Fescist refugees to forced 
labor on the Trensaheran Railroad.", we hed followed that 
question very closely and were constently seeking full 
information on the subject through our diplomatic and 


consular 
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coneuler representatives in France and North Africa; that 
in regard to point two, reading, “Prevent forcible re- 
petriation to Fascist countries.", we had been perticulerly 
successful thus fer in this respect, that in fact during 
the past month or e1x weeka we had informally intervened 
in behalf of five well-known Spanish officials of the 
late Loyalist Government and to our knowledge none of 
these officiels had suffered extradition to Spain, I 
explained to Mr. Sharp that in regard to refugees in 
which his committee was particularly interested, the 
Armistice conditions provided for the delivery by France 
to Germany and Italy respectively of their nationale 
whenever request wes made and thet in such cases the 
Frenoh were unable to stay delivery of the German ana@ 
Italisn nationals requested, but that the Department had 
not heard of any such requests having been made during 
the past eight months. 

Continuing with the five point program I pointed out 
that with regard to point three, reading, "Improve con- 
ditions in French concentration camps through investi- 
gations of a Joint Commission created, perhaps, from 
among the press-attaches of Pan-American embassies.", 
the Department was conetantly receiving reports on con- 
ditions in Frenoh internment camps from ite representatives 


abroad 
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abroad and from representatives of relief agencies working 
in those areas and that it was considered thet we had a 
fairly accurate picture of conditions there. 

The fourth point states that the Corpe will "Aid 
in evacuation of refugees to South Americen countries, 
and provide a uniform travel certificate identifying 
the bearer as being under the protection of the Diplo- 
matic Corps", I explained to Mr. Sprague that any move- 
ment looking to the removal of refugees to South America 
would necessarily have to come from those countries in 
South America which were prepared to receive the refugees; 
that the United States could not appropriately ask the 
South American countries to accept immigrente unless such 
countries had manifested a desire to do so. 

I told Mr, Sprague that I aid not fully understand 
the intent of the fifth point, reading, “Agsure adequate 
and equitable distribution of relief to refugees". 

Mr. Sprague stated that what they had in mind was that 
supplies sent to Spanish refugees in internment camps 
should reach the persons for whom such supplies were in- 
tended; end that in many instances they had sent parcels 
to persons in camps and that the addressees had had to 
pay relatively exhorbitant oustoms and inspection charges 
on the receipt of the parcels. I told Mr. Sprague that 
ar 
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if he would furnish the Department with concrete cases 
we would be glad to ask the Embassy at Vichy to inquire 
into the matter. 

Mr, Sprague left with me a letter addressed to the 

Secretary enclosing # petition signed by, according to 
Mr, Sprague, 1115 Americans asking thet this Government 
use ite influence immediately to form the Pen American 
Corps of Diplomatic Protection. He also left with me a 
letter addressed to Mr, Payvl Deniels, RA, reviewing what 
the Committee hed done and was doing in South America 
through its affiliated egencies in connection with the 
proposed Corps and seking Mr, Deniels to let him know as 
soon es possible what was being done in the State Depart- 
ment for the formation of the Pen American Corps. 
Mr. Sprague also left another letter addreseed to the 
Secretary asking among other things that hie committee 
be informed definitely what is being done in the State 
Depertment in regerd to the Committee's proposal. 

Before leaving Mr. Sprague pressed me for a state- 
ment 2s to when they could expect & statement from the 
Depertment with regard to this problem, I told him that 
frankly I 414 not know, that it was & matter that required 
& great deal of study ané research. This did not satisfy 
Mr, Sprague. He said thet he must have 8 statement to take 

back 


a 


back to his committee in New York, I told him that he 
oould tell his committee that the matter had received 
erAreful study end that thet was as much as I could say 
on the subject at this time, 


On departing, Mr. Sprague said that hie committee 
had received edvice from meny Americana in thie country 
to the effect thet they had written to the Department 
approving the proposal to form a Pan American’ Corps of 
Diplomatic Protection end that to date ee far as this 
committee had been able to learn none of these letters 
hed been ecknowledged. I told Mr. Sprague thet the De- 
partment hed received several hundred such letters and 
that while it wos pleased to receive expressions of 
opinions from Amerioan citizens, it was not physically 
possible in the inetant case to reply to all of these 
letters ee wartime activities had placed a greatly in- 


oressed volume of work on the State Department. 
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Dear Henry: 

Zz nave your letter of March 26 enelosing 
Arehibald MacLeieh's suggestion that the action 
taken by the French authorities ia removing Spanish 
refugese from a ship at Harseilie be taken inte ac~ 
oount in determining our polioy towards the feeding 
of uncceupied France, I have noted alse the nemrandum 
which you have attuched regarding the use of Iceland 
as & place for traneshipment in routing supplies to 
England. 

As Apohibeld MacLeish writes, we asked the Jonsul 
et Margsitile for a report on the Spanish case as soon 
as the press account was received here. We have now 
had the Consul's report, and it confirnas that from 1128 
to 124 Spanish political refugees, between the ages of 
17 and 48, whose papers were in order for travel to 
Mexico, were removed from @ ship which was edout to sail 
from Marseille. They were removed by the authorities of 
the Marseille Prefecture on direct inetruetions from the 

Avaistioe 
The Vice President, 
United States Senate, 


Armistice Genmicseion at Wisebaden. Apparently the 
French aeted in good faith under their agreement 
with the Mexicans, issuing exit permite and facilitating 
the embarkation of the Spaniarde up to the point where 
s& direst order was received from Wicebaden, and this 
they are not in & position, apparently, to. resiet.. 

i agree thet the attitude of the French authori+ 
tiee tovards the departure of refugees should be teken 
inte consideration, together with many other factora, 
in determining the degree of German pressure of unoccupied 
France, and thet this in tarn should carry great weight in 
deternining our decision regerding the feeding of unocoupied 
Frence, You may be sure that theee considerations are not 
being overlooked. 

I am certain that you will appreciate, too, that 
wa have the problem of Iceland very much 4n wind. In a 
General way our construction of the term “Western Hemiaphere*® 
is &® common sense one, not bound by strict Lines of Longitude, 
but essentially that vart of the globe bounded by 2 line 
midway in the AtlLantie Ocean between the "bulge" of Brasil 
and the “bulge' of Afrioa on the one side, and by the inter 
national date line in the Pacific on the other. This 
definition would make Greenland 2 part of the ifectorn Hemtephere, 
but would not include Ioegland, 

There 


There ie the further problem that, seeording 
te the experts, the port facilities of Reykjavik are 
insufficient fer transshipment purpeses, and the other 
hervores of Yeeland de not have sufficient depth for 
ehipe of any site, However, Iceland is very mush in 
our thoughts at the present time, and I am grateful 
to have had your mevorandum which I am returning, 
together with ‘Avghibalé HeaoLeish's Letter and the tele- 
grang te -bhe from Dr, Relesig and Or. Semuel Guy Inman, 

Sineerely youre, 


Sumner Welles 


Enolosurest 


Kenorandum 

Lotter from Kr, 

to the Vice Ereesdent, 

March 26, 2 

Tale teem" Dr, peneete 
eae 


and Dr, Inman, Maroh 26, 
returned, 





Sherr 
t 


Mey 3, 1941. 


Dear Mr, Reiesig: 

I nave your letter of May 1 quoting a tele- 
gram whieh the Eaergeney Rescue Committee has re- 
ceived from Mr, Varian Pry indicating that the 
Prench Government is preparing a drastic solution 
of the Spanish refugee problem. You suggest 
speaifically that thie Government assooiate itself 
with other American Governmente in a joint effort 
to save some of these people who are in a tragic 
predicament. 

I shall be delighted to refer your letter to ay 
aseociates who are qualified to consider these matters. 
Ag you know I no lenger have any competence in refugee 
questions and Mr, Maney, with whom you discussed the 
atatus of 3panieh refugees during your last visit to 
Washington, is now absent on leave. 

Sincerely youre, 


Mr, Herman F. Reiseig, Robert T. Pell 
Zxeoutive Seeretary, anak. cnene Onier Divicion of 
vanken Refugee Eurepean afta: ire é 


342 Saslsen Lxcane, € yeh 
New York, New York. X 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS C fe {£) 


October 37, 1939. 





RTP: 

Attached is a list of persons and organizations 
registered with the Department for the purpose of 
soliciting and collecting funds for relief work in the 
pelligerent countries. A supplementary list (Nos. 129-151) 
ie now being prepared by the Division of Controls. Of 
the organizations here listed, the following are 
interested in relief of Spanish refugees in France; 


No. 52. = Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign. This 
is the most active organization, with chapters in many 
cities throughout the country. It sponsored the recent 
convention here at which a resolution wae adopted calling 
for inclusion of Spanish refugee problem on agenda of 
Inter-Governmental Committee and appealing to this 
Government to take various measures for their relief 
(e.g., contribution of surplus comaodities, provision 
of American ships to transport refugees to countries 
willing to receive them, granting of asylum in this 
country). The present organization was set up by and is 
functioning under the auspices of the Medical Bureau and 
North American Sommittee to Aid Spanish Democracy, with 
the same principal officers. These officers ere: 

Ohairman. .. . . . Bishop Francis J. McConnell 

Treasurer .. .. .« Dr. Guy Emery Shipler 

Executive Sec, ... Dr. Herman F, Reissig 

Seoretary Ickes is listed as Honorary Chairman. 
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The purpose of the organization is stated to be 
the distribution of food, clothing and medicine in the 
Spanish refugee camps in France representatives of 


pone organizations listed with headquarters in Paris to 
Crepe contributions 
unas are sent. 


a 
No. 57. ~ Foster Parents' Plan for War Children, Ino, 





This organization maintains a camp for war orphans nsar 
Biarritz, obtaining funds from persons who "adopt" the 
children at a cost of so much per year. Formerly this 
organization was called the "Foster Parents' Plan for 
Spanish Children" but it has now undertaken to expand 
its activities to include war orphans from other countries. 
I believe Mrs. Roosevelt "adopted" a Spanish child some 
time ago. The principal officers are; 

Vieo Gaiman’ | 


Treasurer... . 
Executive seo. . . 


Josep Gelabert 
Edna Blue 
Walter Bluh 


Eric G. Muggeridge 
The organization has an affiliated group in Great 


Britain. 
No. 61. = Central Spanish Committee for Relief of 


Refugees, (Comite Central Espanol pro Ayuda Refugiados). 
This is a central committee with headquarters here in 


ee ee 


Washington, acting on behalf of a large number of Spanish 
Clubs and sooiedties throughout the United States. The 
President of the Committee is Peter Borras (proprietor 
of the Restaurant Madrillon) and other officers are: 
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Raymond Lurba, Treasurer; Fidel Borras, Secretary; 


Leon Dalty, Publicity Director. 


The Committee sends 


its contributions directly to its representative in 


France, for relief of Spanish refugees there. , It has 
no comnection with the Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign 


or other organizations. 


No. 74. — International Relief Association for 
Victims of Fascism, This organization transmits funds 


for the purpose indicated to various countries, including 


to France for Spanish "victims", among others. 


Honorary, Chairman 
Vice Cheétman . . 
Treasurer ... . 
Executive Secretary 


eee 


° 
e 
° 
. 


Officers; 


Charles A, Beard (Prof. ) 
Sterling D. Spero 
Freda Kirchwey 


Sheba Strunsky 


The American Friends Service Committee, which has 


been actively engaged in relief work on behalf of Spanish 


refugees in France, has not as yet registered with the 
Department but is expected to do so shortly. 
Committee, in cooperation with the British Quakers, has 


The 


been in charge of relief activities in France for the 


International Commission for the Assistance of Spanish 


Child Refugees, which is headed by Hansen of the League 


refugee Committee. The American Friends have also been 


active in Spain, where they are now winding up their 


Whe 


activities. They acted as the field agents for the American 


Red “ross in the distribution of wheat and other products 
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to civilian refugees in Spain which was undertaken last 
ae 


As already indicated, the spanish Refugee Relief 
Campaign is partioularly active in pushing a program 


year. 


eimed at obtaining governmental assistance for these 
refugees, including their settlement in various 
countries of this continent. The other organizations, 
while no doubt sympathetic to these aims in general, 
seem to be atsandingxmexrexutrigtizriexthexbustnessxet 
devoting their major energies to the task of caring for 
the refugees in France, 


a 
RO Cntcery Fue [Pech 
Se ee 


Eu; ‘£6W 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


FOR THE PRESS SEPTEMBER 14, 1939 
No. 448 


The following persons and organizations have registered 
with the Secretary of State under the rules and regulations 
governing the solicitation and collection of contributions 
to be used for medical aid and assistance or for the supplying 
of food and clothing to relieve human suffering in the countries 
now at war, promulgated pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 
(a) of the Neutrality Act of May 1, 1937, as made effective by 
the President's Proclamations of September 5, 8 and 10, 1939: 


1. Polsko Narodowy Komitet w Ameryce, 
1002 Pittston Avenue, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania, 


2, International Save the Children Fund of America, Ine., 
One Madison Avenue, 
New York, New York, 


3. Anthracite Relief Committee, 
53-59 North Main Street, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. 


4, Polish Union of the United States of North America, 
53-59 North Main Street, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. 


5. Polish Relief Fund, 
1550 East Canfield Avenue, 
Detroit, Michigan. 


6. Nowy Swiat Publishing Co., Inc, 
380 Second Avenue, 
New York, New York, 


7. Polish Relief Committee of Philadelphia and Vicinity, 
S111 Richmond Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 


8. Walter Golanski and Edmund B, Krotkiewicz, co-partners 
of Polish Radio Programs Bureau, 
“11501 Joseph Campau Avenue, 
Hamtramck, Michigan, 


9. Polish Relief Fund, 
355 Grove Street, 
Jorsey City, New Jersey. 


*10, American Committee for Relief of Polish Non-Combatant 
. Women, Children, Refugees, 
New York headquarters' address to be supplied later, 


11. New Jersey Broadcasting Corporation, 
2866 Hudson Boulevard, 
Jersey City, New Jersey. 


12, Federation of Polish Jews in America, Inc., 
225 West Thirty-fourth Street, 
Now York, New York, 


*Name cnangeed to 
Commission for Polish Relief, Inc., 
42 Broadway, 
New York, New York. 


~2. 


13. Rekord Printing & Publishing Company, 
603-605 North Shamokin Street, 
Shamokin, Pennsylvania. 


14, General. Council of Polish Organizations in Pittsburgh, 
3509 Butler Street, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvanio. 


15, American Women's Hospitals, 
Medical Service Committee of the 
American Medical Yomen's Association, 
50 West Fiftieth Street, 
New York, New York. 


16, Americnn Committee for Civilian Relicf in Poland, 
401 Brondway, 
New York, New York, 


All of these registrants, with the exception of the 
International Save the Children Fund of America, Inc., and 
the American Women's Hospitals, have stated in their anplie 
cations that they intend to use the funds collected for relicf 
in Poland. The International Save ths Children Fund of 
America, Inc,, states thet it intends to distribute its funds 
through its representatives in England, probably Poland and 
possibly other countries which may a .ncal to it. The American 
Women's Hospitals states tant it intends to distribute its 
funds through its representatives in Franee, 


thee 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


FOR THE PRESS SEPTEMBER 20, 1939 
No. 458 


The following persons and organizations have regis- 
tered with the Secretary of State since September 14, 
1939 (the names of 16 registrants were published on that 
date) under the rules and regulations governing the solici- 
tation and collection of contributions to be used for 
medical aid and assistance or for the supplying of food 
and clothing to relieve human suffering in the countries 
now at war, promulgated pursuant to the provisions of 
Section 3 (a) of the Neutrality Act of May 1, 1937, as 
made effective by the President's Proclamations of Sep~ 
tember 5, 8 and 10, 1939: (The names in parentheses 
represent the countries to which contributions are being 
sent. 


1%. Polish Club of Washington, 
Stansbury Hall, 5832 Georgia Ave., N. W., 
Washington, D. ¢. (Poland) 


18. French and American Association for the Relief 
of War Sufferers, 
229 East Sixty-first Street, 
New York, New York. (France) 


19. Polish Emergency Council of Essex County, N.J., 
790 Broad Street, 
Newark, New Jersey. (Poland) 


20. Central Committee of the United Polish Societies, 
Bridgeport, Conn., 
405 Barnum Avenue, 
Bridgeport, Connecticut. (Poland) 


21. Associated Polish Societies! Relief Committee 
of Worcester, Massachusctts, 
15 Richland Street, 
Worcester, Massachusetts. (Poland) 


22. Polish National Council of New York, 
25 St. Marks Place, 
New York, New York. (Poland) 


23. Polish Relief Committee of Boston, 
11 Beacon Street 
Boston, Massachusetts. (Poland) 


24. Central Citizens Committee, 
2281 East Forest Avenuc, 
Detroit, Michigan. (Poland) 


25. Lackawanna County Committec for Polish Relicf, 
1213 Prospect Avcnue, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania. (Poland) 


26. The Council of Polish Organizations in the 
United States of Am., 
1200 North Ashland Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois. (Poland) 


27. 


28. 


29. 


30. 


31. 


Se. 


33. 


34. 


36. 


37. 


38, 


James F. Hopkins, Inc., 
6559 Hamilton Avenue, 
Detroit, Michigan. (Poland) 


Chester (Delaware Co., Pa.,) Polish Relief 
Committee, 

2718 West Third Street, 

Chester, Pennsylvania. (Poland) 


Federated Council of Polish Societies of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, 

In care of Sigmund S. Zamierowski, Attorney, 

908 G. R. Trust Building, 

Grand Rapids, Michigan. (Poland) 


The Paryski Publishing Co., 
1154 Nebraska Avenue, 
Toledo, Ohio. (Poland) 


Modjeska Educational League Welfare Club at 
The International Institute, 

303 Condley Drive, 

Toledo, Ohio. (Poland) 


Schuylkill and Carbon Counties Relief Committee 
for Poland, 

Spring and Line Streets, 

Frackville, Pennsylvania. (Poland) 


Holy Rosary Polish R. Catholic Church, 
6 Wall Street, 
Passaic, New Jersey. (Poland) 


Association of Joint Polish-American Societies 
of Chelsea, Mass 

In care of St. Stanislaus R. C. Rectory, 

163 Chestnut Street, 

Chelsea, Massachusetts. (Poland) 


Club Amical Frangais, 

International Center of the Y.W.C.A., 

2431 East Grand Boulevard, 

Detroit, Michigan.. (France and perhans Poland 
and Great Britain) 


Polish National Catholic of The Holy Saviour 
Church, 

500 North Main Street, 

Union City, Connecticut. (Poland) 


Committee of Mercy, Inc., 

254 Fourth Avenue, 

New York, New York. (Frahce, Great Britain and 
their allies) 


Kuryer Publishing Company ~ publishers of the 
daily and Sunday "Kuryer Polski" & 
"The American Courier", 
747 North Broadway, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. (Poland) 


39. 


40. 


41. 


44, 


45. 


46. 


47. 


48. 


50. 


~ 


Polish Falcons of America, First District, Inc., 


188 Grand Street, 


Brooklyn, New York. (Poland) 


Polish Relief Committee of Cambridge, Mass., 


135 Otis Street, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 


Polish Committee to Aid Poland's War Sufferers, 


6963 Broadway, 
Cleveland, Chio. (Poland) 


Polish Welfare Association, 
1450 River Street, 
Hyde Park, Massachusetts. 


Polish Relief Committee, 
3e€09 Industrial Avenue, 
Flint, Michigan. (Poland) 


The Polish National Alliance of Brooklyn, United 


States cf America, 
142 Grand Street, 


(Poland) 


(Poland) 


Brooklyn, New York. (Poland) 


Polish Civic League of Mercer County, 


822 Ohio Avenue, 


Trenton, New Jersey. (Poland) 


Polish American Central Civic Committee of 


South Bend, Indiana, 
1101-1107 Western Avenue, 


South Bend, Indiana. (Poland) 


Toledo Committee for Relief of War Victims, 


1344 Nebraska Avenue, 
Toledo, Ohio. (Poland) 


Edmund Tyszka, 
11403 Joseph Campau Avenue, 


Eamtramck, Michigan. (Poland) 


The Polish Naturalization Independent Club 


45 Millbury Street, 
Worcester, Massachusetts. 


(Polana) 


Polish Falcons Alliance of America, 
97-99 South Eighteenth Street, 


Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 


(Poland) 


a 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


FOR THE PRESS SEPTEMBER 27, 1959 
NO, 469 


The following persons and organizations have registered 
with the Secretary of State since September 20, 1959 (the 
names of 50 registrants were published on and before that 
date) under the rules and regulations governing the solici- 
tation and collection of contributions to be used for medical 
aid and assistance or for the supplying of food and clothing 
to relieve human suffering in the countries now at war, 
promulgated pursuant to the provisions of Section 3(a) of 
the Neutrality Act of May 1, 1937, as made effective by the 
President's Proclamations of September 5, 8 and 10, 1959: 
(The names in parentheses represent the countries to which 
contributions are being sent.) 


51. Circle of Poles of St. Hedwig, 
Polish American Citizen's Sommittce, 
j 17 Orange Street, 
New Britain, Connecticut, (Poland) 
52. Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign, 
381 Fourth Avenue, 
New York, New York, (France) 


53. Polish United Societies of 
Holy Trinity Parish, 
340 High Street, 
Lowell, Massachusetts. (Poland) 


54, American Friends of France, Inc., 
5S Sutton Place, 
New York, New York, (France) 


55. American Committee for Aid to 
British Medical Society, 
1660 Crotona Park East, 
New York, New York, (United Kin-dom) 


56. Associated Polish Socicties Relief 
Committee of Webster, Massachusetts, 
51 Whitcomb Strect, 
we Webster, Massachusetts, (Poland) 
57. Foster Parents! Plan for Yar Children, Ine., 
55 West Forty-second Strect, 
Now York, New York, (France) 


58. LaFayette Preventorium, Inc., 
254 Fourth Avenue, 
New York, New York. (France) 


59, Beth-Lechem, Inc., 
11 Essex Street, 
New York, New York, (Poland) 


60, Polish War Sufferers Relicf 
Committee (Fourth Ward), 
545 East Oakland Strect, 
Toledo, Ohio. (Poland) 


Le 


Y a. 


62. 
63. 
64. 
65. 


66. 
67, 
68. 
69. 
70. 
Tle 


72. 


73. 
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Central Spanish Committee for 
Relief of Refugees, 

647 Earle Building, 

Washington, D, 0, (France) 


Polish Literary Guild of New 
Britain, Connecticut, 

Corner Broad and Washington Streets, 

New Britain, Connecticut, (Poland) 


Polish Relief Fund Committee of 
Passaic and Bergen Counties, 

1-3 Monroe Street, 

Passaic, New Jersey. (Poland) 


United Reading Appeal for Polish 
War Sufferers, 

518 Penn Street, 

Reading, Pennsylvania. (Poland) 


International Committee of Young 
Men's Christian Associations, 
347 Madison Avenue, 
New York, New York, (Poland, France and India) 


Medem Committee, Inc., 
175 East Broadway, 
New York, New York, (Poland) 


Polish Welfare Council, 
233 Bnoadway, 
Schenectady, New York, (Poland) 


‘Polish Relief Committee of Delaware, 


1205 Beech Street, 
Wilmington, Delaware. (Poland) 


Polish Women's Fund to Fatherland, 
51 Basswood Street, 
Lawrence, Massachusetts. (Poland) 


Polish Relief Fund, 
164 Court Street, 
Middletown, Connecticut. (Poland) 


Polish Broadcasting Corporation, 
260 Eest 161st Street, 
New York, New York. (Poland) 


"Pundusz Ratunkowy" Polish Aid 
Fund Committee of Federation of 
Elizabeth Polish Organizations, 
111-115 First Street, 

Elizabeth, New Jersey. (Poland) 


Springfield and Vicinity Polish 
Relief Fund Committee, 

91 Charles Street, 

Springfield, Massachusetts, (Poland) 


74, 


756 


76, 


77, 
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International Relief Association 
for Victims of Fascism, 
Room 310, 20 Vesey Street, 


New York, New York, 


(France) 


Polish Medical Relief Fund of 
Mt. Desert Island, Maine, 
Bar Harbor, Maine, (Poland) 


Polish Relief Committee of 
Brockton, Massachusetts, 

40 Emerson Avenue, = 

Brockton, Massachusetts. (Poland) 


Polish Episcopal Church in the 
Diocese of Pennsylvania, 

2961 Richmond Street, 

Philadelphia, Pénnsylvania. (Poland) 


The Catholic Leader, 
480 Burritt Street, 
New Britain, Connecticut. (Poland) 


Relief Fund for Sufferers, 
5009 Seventh Avenue, 


Kenosha, Wisconsin, 


(Poland) 


Polski Komitet Ratunkowy (Polish 

Relief Fund), 
25 Miles Street, Care of Peter Majka, 
Binghamton, New York, 


Scott Park Mothers and Daughters Club, 


(Poland) 


712 Detroit Avenue, 


Toledo, Ohio. 


(Poland) 


HR 





DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


FOR THE PRESS OCTOBER 2, 1939 
No. 477 


e 


The following persons and organizations have registered 
with’ the Secretary of State since September 27, 1939 (the 
names of 81 registrants were published on and before that 
date) under the rules and regulations governing the solicita- 
tion and collection of contributions to be used for medical 
aid and assistance or for the supplying of food and clothing 
to relieve human suffering in the countries now at war, pro- 
mulgated pursuant to the provisions of Section 3(a) of the 
Neutrality Act of May 1, 1937, as made effective by the 
President's Proclamations of September 5, 8 and 10, 1939: (The 
names in parentheses represent the countries to which contri- 
butions are being Bente) 


‘82, California State Committee for Polish Relief, 
Care of Mr, Merian C, Cooper, 
10202 Washington Boulevard, 
Culver City, California. (Poland) 


83. Polish Relief Fund Committee of Milwaukee, 
2871-A South Seventh Street, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, (Poland) 


84, Ruth Stanley de Luze, (Baroness de Luze) 
"Luthany", Pleasantville Road, 
Briarcliff Manor, New York, (France) 


85. Polish Relief Committee of Gardner, Massachusetts, 
Gardner Trust Building, 
S2 Pleasant Street, 
Gardner, Massachusetts. (Poland) 


86. Board of National Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, New York, (Great Britain, France and 
Germany) 


87. American Committee for Christian German Refugees, 
287 Fourth Avenue, 
New York, New York, (Germany and France) 


88, Nowiny Publishing Apostolate, Inc., 
1226 W. Mitchell Street, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. (Poland) 


89, Polish Relief Fund of Irvington, New Jersey, 
415 Sixteenth Avenue, 
Irvington, New Jersey, (Poland) 


90, St. Stephens Polish Relief Fund of. 
Perth Amboy, New Jersey, 
490 State Street, " 
Perth Amboy, New Jersey, (Poland) 


91 Polish Army Veterans Association of America, Inc., 
56 St. Marks Place, 
New York, New York. (Poland) 


93. 


95, 


96. 


97, 


98, 


99, 


100, 
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oly Cross Relief Fund Association of 
New Britain, Connecticut. 

Holy Cross Rectory, 

Biruta Street, 

New Britain, Connecticut. (Poland) 


United Polish Societies of Hartford, 
Connecticut, . 

Polish National Home, 

100 Governor Street, 

Hartford, Connectiout. (Poland) 


American Field Service, 

Care of W. W. Aldrich, 

Chase National Bank, 

52 Cedar Street,, 

New York, New York, (France) 


Polish National Alliance of tho United 
States of North America, 

1514-20 West Division Street, 

Chicago, Illinois. .(Poland) 


Reverend John Wicloch, 
5 Church Street, 
Millers Fall, Massachusetts. (Poland) 


Orrin S. Good, 
1410 01d National Bank Building, 
Spokane, Washington. (Great Britain) 


United Polish Societies of Bristol, 
Connecticut, 

462 North Main Street, 

Bristol, Connecticut. (Poland) 


Russian Refugee Children's 

Welfare Society, Inc., 

51 East 12lst Street, 

New York, New York, (Germany, France, and Poland) 


The American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee, Inc., 
100 East Forty-second Street, 
New York, New York. (France, Poland, Germany, 
and the United Kingdom) 


RHE 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


FOR THE PRESS OCTOBER 14, 1939 
No, 516 


The following persons and organizations have registered 
with the Secretary of State since October 2, 1939 (the names 
of 100 registrants were published on and before that date) 
under the rules and regulations governing the solicitation 
and collection of contributions to be used for medical aid 
and assistance or for the supplying of food and clothing to 
relieve human suffering in the countries now at war, promul- 
gated pursuant to the provisions of Section 3(a) of the 
Neutrality Act of May 1, 1937, as made effective by the Presi- 
dent's Proclamations of September 5, 6 and 10, 1939:. (The 
names in parentheses represent the countries to which contri- 
butions are being sent.) 


101. Polish Central Council of New Haven, 
St. Stanislaus School Building, 
9 Eld Street, 
New Haven, Conneoticut. (Poland) 


102. Relief Agency for Polish War Sufferers, 
Polish National Home, 
Ives Street, 
Willimantic, Connecticut. (Poland) 


193. The Little House of Saint Pantaleon, 
2201 Delancey Street,. 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, (France) 


104,- Connecticut Radio Bureau, 
185 Sherman Avenue, 
Meriden, Connecticut. (Poland) 


105. Pulaski Civic League of Middlesex County, N.J., 
13 Miller Street, 
South River, New Jersey, (Poland) 


106.’ Humanitarian Work Committee, 
Polish National Home, 
10 Hendrick Avenue, 
Glen Cove, New York, (Poland) 


107, Mrs. W, Forbes Morgan, 
320 Park Avenue, 
New York, New York, (Poland) 
The registration of Mrs. Morgan was revoked 
at her request on October 11, 1939. 


108. Association Franco-Americaine des Parrains et 
Marraines de Guerre des U.S.A., 
Raleigh Hotel, 
Washington, D. CG. (France) 


109. Legion ef Young Polish Women, 
1263 North Faulina Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. (Poland) 


110, Polish Relief Fund, 
10 Main Street, 
Jewett City, Connecticut. (Poland) 


111. 


12. 


113, 


114, 


AALS g 


116. 


117. 


118, 


119. 


120. 


lel. 


122. 


123. 


124. 


“oS 


The Kindergarten Unit, Ine., 

128 East Avenue, 

Norwalk, Connecticut. (France, Poland, United 
Kingdom, India, Australia 
and New Zealand) 


Le Paquet au Front, 
745 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, New York, (France) 


International Artists! Community Club, 
701 Barr Building, 
Washington, D. C. (Poland) 


The Federation of Polish Societies, 
45 Furnace Street, 
Little Falls, New York, (Poland) 


Polish Interorganization Council, 
5090 Lonyo Avenue, 
Detroit, Michigan. (Poland) 


Mrs.. Bradford Norman, Jr. 

In care of Mr. Bradford Norman, Jr., 
Commercial National Bank and Trust Company, 
56 Wall street, 

New York, New York, (France) 


Polish Relief of Carteret, N.J., 
42 Hudson Street, 
Carteret, New Jersey. (Poland) 


Federation of French Veterans of the Great War, Inc, 
610 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, New York, (France) 


Mrs. Paul Verdier Fund, 

199 Geary Street, 

City of Paris Dry Goods Stores Company, 
San Francisco, California, (France) 


Polish National Council of Montgomery County, 
54 Cornell Street, 
Amsterdam, New York, (Poland) 


Centrala, 
1 - 3 Monroe Street, 
Passaic, New Jersey. (Poland) 


Polish Relief Fund of Meriden, 
9 West Main Street, 
Meriden, Connecticut. (Foland) 


United Charity Institutions of Jerusalem, 
207 East Broadway, 
New York, New York, (Palestine) 


United Polish Societies of Immaculate 
Conception Church, 

In care of Mr. Klemens Markowski, 

36 Hill Street, 

Southington, Connecticut. (Poland) 


125, 


126, 


127, 


128, 


as et 


Friends of the American Hospital of Paris, 
Incorporated, 

46 Cedar Street, 

New York, New York. (France) 


Polish Welfare Association of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, 

203 North Wabash Avenue, ~ 

Ghicago, Illinois, (Poland) 


Polish Central Gommittee of New London, Gonnecticut, 
362 Main Street, 
New London, Gonnecticut, (Poland) 


The Emergency Ald of Pennsylvania, 
Twentieth and Sansom Streets, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, (England and France) 
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DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS Ws 
MEMORANDUM 4 
April 1s, 1941 


Mr. Robert T. Pell: 

The following information may be of use to you in 
replying to Mr. MacLeish's letter of April 14, regarding 
American citizens still in prison in Spain. 

A eonsiderable number of persons having American 
citizenship, who had proceeded to Spain during the Span- 


ish civil \conflict and had entered the armed forces of 





Despite the fact that these American citizens had 
proceeded to Spain in sregard of the provisions of our 
neutrality act then in force, and frequently after having 
stated under oath when appiying for a passport to proceed 
abroad to some other country that they did not intend to 
go to Spain or to join the military forces in that 
country, this Department consistently endeavored to 
extend all possible assistence \o them once their claim 

to 


2 


to American citizenship had been established. As a 
result of our unremitting efforts, it was possible to 
obtain the release and to arrange for the repatriation 
of a considerable number of these men even before the 
end of the conflict in Spain early in 1939, and during 
the course of ‘the succeeding months our Embassy in Spain 
was able gradually to effect the release of all the 
remaining american prisoners of war in the foregoing 
category. The total number of these American prisoners 
who were released aka repatriated to the United States 
exceeded 100, \ 

Aside from the foregoing persons, who were actually 
captured while serving with the Spanish Republican forces, 
a@ number of other persons claiming American nationality 
were arrested and most of them sentenced to varying terms 
in prison by the Franco authorities during the course of 
the conflict in Spain, generally on some charge of Vaiding 
the enemy." In these cases it has been much more aiffie 
cult for this Government to.take any effective action 
because nearly all of the persons involved have been of 
Spanish origin, and a considekable number of them in 
fact are dual nationals; i.e. though entitled to claim 
American citizenship by reason pirth in the United 
States, they are also under Spantgh law citizens of 

\ Spain 


\ 
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Spain by reason of the Spanish nationality of their 
feathers. A typical example of this kind of case is 
that of a man who was born of a Spanish father at Tampa, 
Florida, in 1911, returned to Spain with his parents 
before the World War, and resided there continuously 
thereafter. This man was arrested by the authorities of 
General Franco during the civil conflict in Spain, charged 
with a variety of offenses, including participation in 
assassinations and burning of churches. In such cases of 
dual nationality, this Department is not in a position to 
question the right of the Spanish authorities to treat 
the persons residing in Spain as citizens of Spain. It 
might be observed that we Simbiarly consider persons 
having dual nationality who reside in this country to be 
citizens of the United States and subject to treatment as 
such, 

In these cases of dual nationality it has invariably 


occurred that when a particular case was first brought to 





our attention, after the person in question had been 
arrested or imprisoned in Spain|) we had no record of his 
American birth or claim to Amerijcan citizenship. In 
every such case, we have made every effort to verify the 
claim to American birth and, if verified, have informed 
the Spanish authorities that if released our Embassy in 


Spain 
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Spain was authorized to issue the necessary travel 
documents for his return to the United States. 

Despite the difficult nature of these cases involv- 
ing persons of Spanish origin, our Embassy hes been able 
from time to time to obtain the release of some of these 
persons. In these instances the Spanish Government has 
informed our Embassy that the persons in question would 
be released and permitted to leave Spain upon assurance 
from the Embassy that they would be repatriated to the 
United States. This situation has presented the diffi- 
culty that in most instances the persons in question are 
without any funds to pay for their own transportation 
from Spain to the United States. In most cases, they 
have no relatives or even personal friends in the United 
States to whom appeal might be made for funds to assist 
in their repatriation (as already indicated, most of 
these persons have been residing in Spain for a long time, 
sometimes since infancy, where their parents also reside). 
The Department has no public funds available to it for 
use in the repatriation of these American citizens in 
the event of their release by the Spanish authorities. 
The Department has, however, endeavored to obtain funds 
to cover the cost of their repatriation in the event of 


their 
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their release by the Spanish authorities, from relatives, 
friends, or interested organizations in this country. 

For the past two months, the Department has had 
correspondence with the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade, Incorporated, and the United American Spanish 
Aid Committee, both of which organizations have their 
headquarters in New York City, regarding their possible 
interest in furnishing funds for the repatriation of 
these Americen prisoners in Spain in the event of their 
release. Pertinent correspondence with Mr. Schwab, 
Attorney, representing both of the foregoing organiza- 
tions, on this subject is attached. As indicated in 
Mr. Schwab's letters of January 24 and February 19, the 
United American Spenish Aid Committee, with which I 
believe Mr. Lewis Bromfield is associated, has under- 
taken a publicity campaign throughout the country to 
raise funds to cover the cost of repatriation of these 
American citizens in Spain. We have received several 
letters from people, other than Mr. MacLeish, who have 
received identical multigraphed form letters bearing 
Mr. Bromfield's signature. 

With reference to the specific "statements of 
fact" contained in this form letter, I would observe 
that in our attached letter of February 15 to Mr. Schwab, 


we 
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we enclosed a list of names of 17 American citizens, 
under detention in Spain, all of whom are of Spanish 
origin, and some of whom also have dual nationality. One 
of these 17 persons has been released and returned to the 
United States. Aside from the remaining 16 persons in 
this list, the latest report from the Embassy at Madrid 
lists 4 additionel persons having American nationality, 
of whom 2 are Philippine citizens, who are also under 
detention in Spain, and 7 persons, including Filipino 
citizens and dual nationals, who have been inducted into 
the Spanish army for military service. 

The American Embassy in Spain is in continuous 
contact with the Spanish authorities regarding all of the 
outstanding cases involving persons of American nation- 
ality in Spain. Whenever the Spanish authorities may 
agree to release any of these persons the Embassy will 
issue passports or other proper travel documents to them 
valid for their return to the United States and will 
extend all possible assistance in arranging for their 
repatriation. In this connection the Department is 
prepared to accept a deposit from any interested person 
or organization to cover the cost of repatriation of 
any American national who may be released and permitted 
to leave Spain. In so doing, however, the Department is 


not, 


not, of course, to be understood as participating in or 
sponsoring in any way such public campaigns for funds 
as that which appears to have been undertaken by the 
United American Spanish Aid Committee and affiliated 


organizations. 
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 
American Consulate General 
México, D. I, México 
: January 30, 1941 


MEMORANDUM 


SUBJECT: Return from the United Jtates of br. Indslecio 
Prieto with funds of the JARE (Committee in 
AL@ of Gpanish Republicans). 


Dr, Indaleclo Prieto, who is the head of the Junta de 
Auxilio 6 los Kepublioanos Espatoles (JARE), returned to 
Mexleo on January ’ rom a visit to the United 
States, bringing with him funds for the use of the JARE. 


This matter was brought to my attention by officers 
of the JANE in this city who explained that they had 
reason to belleve that the fact that these funds had 
been brought to Mexico might be misinterpreted and, 
further, that cartailn persons whe are cppesed to the 
JARE might cven assert thet the Seoretary General of 
that organization, } wuseblo Rodrigo, is a Nazi agent 
in an effort to diseredit the JARE. In view of these 
conetcerations, the Jecretary Generel of the JARE made 
known to me his willingness to appear here and make a 
declaration concernin, he facts ln the matter, He added 
that Dr. irieto would be ad to call personally at the 
Consulate General if his presence were deemed necessary. 
The Consulate General pointed out that it would be glad to 
receive any officer or officers of the JARE and would be 
interested in learning their version of the affair. 














On January 29 the Seeretary Ceneral of the JARRE, Sr. 
Rodrigo, called at the Gonsulate General accompanied by 
another officer of that organization, und explained to me 
that for some time the JARE has feared that the United 
States Oovernment might “freeze” all funds in the United 
states pertainine to foreion governments or Coreign organi- 
zations and that as the JARE was holding checka on Hew 
York banks representing considerable sums 1t wes thought 
advisable to convert these checks into cash at the earliest 
practioal moment. Accordingly, Dr, Prieto and sr. Euseblo 
Rodrigo negotiated those cheeks in New York and brought 
back in cash the sum of $1,727,000 United states ourrency 
for the use of the JARE in assisting anish Republicans 
in France and America, A copy and trakslation of the declara- 
tion of the Secretary General of the JARE made at this office 
on January 29, 1941 are enclosed herewith. 








In view of the initiative of the JARS in seeking to 
bring this matter to the attention of the Consulate General 
before any accusations had been made against it the 
question naturally arises whether the JARE had in mind 
some purpose other than the one herein mentioned, This 
aspect will not be overlooked in future reporting on 
this subject. 


As this information was furnished to me in strict 
confidence, its preservation will be appreaiated. 


We Ke. Adlshie. 





of American Vice Consul 
vigi- In sextuplicate. 
Enclosures: 
As stated. Wwe 
WEA/1beA = file 800-6 : 


COPIA/1b 


Tengo el honor de informar ante el Sr. Consul 
de los Estados Unidos de Norte-América en México, D. F., 
en forma expont&nea y voluntaria que los cheques con- 
vertidos en délares en Nueva York con destino a la Junta 
de Auxilio a los Republicanos Espafioles ‘asciende a la 
suma de un millén setecientos diecisiete mil délares, 


Les Banecos que han intervenido en estas operaciones 
sont i 


The National City Bank 
The Manufacturers Trust Co 
The Lawyers Trust 

The Pan American Trust 


Estos fondos son destinados al transporte 
y sostenimiento de los republicanos espafioles en 
Francia, y América, 


En México, D. Fs, a 29 de enero de 1941. 


(firmado E, Rodrigo. 
Eusebio Rodrigo 





TRANSLATION/1b 


I have the honor of declaring before the United . 
States Consul in México, D. F., Spontaneously and’: 
voluntarily, that the checks converted into dollars in 

New York destined to the Committee in Ald to Spanish 
Republicans (Junta de Auxilio a los Republicanos Espafioles) 
amount to the sum of one million seven hundred seventeen” 
thousand dollars. ; 


The banks which have intervened in theae operations 
are: 


The National City Bank 

The Menufacturers' Trust Company. 
The Lawyers Trust . 

The Pan American Trust 


These funds are intended for the transportation and 
maintenance of Spanish Republicans in France and America. 


“In Mexico, D. F., January 29, 1941; 


(signed) E, Rodrigo. 
Eusebio Rodrigo. 


AIR MAIL 


STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL American Consulate General 
México, D. F., México 
November 15, 1940 


SUBJECT: Issuance of Section 3(2) Visas to Former 
Spanish Premier Indalecio Prieto and. 
Secretary General of the Jare, Eusebio 
Rodrigo, to Arrange in the United States 
the Transportation to México from Europe 
of Spanish Refugees. 


I have the honor to inform the Department that a 
Section 3(2) visa was issued on Saturday, November 9, 
1940, to sefior Indalecio Prieto, former Spanish 
Premier and prominent among Spanish refugees now 
resident in México, Mr. Prieto will be accompanied 
on his trip to the United States by the Secretary 
General of the JARE, sefior Eusebio Rodrigo, to whom a 
similar visa was issued, 


I discussed the objectives of Mr. Prieto's trip 
with him and found that his principal reason for 
going to the United States, as stated to me, is his 
desire to arrange for the transportation to México of 
many Spanish refugees still in Europe. It would ap- 
pear that upon the outbreak of Italo-Greek hostilities 
a Greek vessel, which had already been chartered to 
pring refugees from France to México, was on its way 
to a French port. Arrangements which had been made 
to use this vessel for evacuation purposes were 
canceled immediately. Mr. Prieto said that he would 
endeavor to arrange for the chartering of an American 
ship to proceed to Casablanca, in North Africa, for 
the purpose of evacuating numerous Spanish refugees 
concentrated at that port. 


While in the United States sefior Prieto stated 
that he would be in close touch with the Mexican 
Ambassador in Washington and hoped possibly to ar- 
range through him for an interview with President 
Roosevelt. 


Respectfully yours, 


Geo. P. Shaw 
American Consul 


[ Atnecopyo? |In quadruplicate to the Department. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 





Memorandum of Conversation 


TE starch 20, 1941 
SUBJECT: 


PARTICIPANTS: Mr. George Warren 


Mr, Edward S, Maney, Division of European Affairs. 


COPIES TO: 
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Mr, Warren stated that according to a report he 
had recently received from Mr. Jay Allen there were 
approximately 90,000 Spanish refugees in unoccupied France, 
and that of this total only 350,000 were in camps. 
Mr, Warren stated also that according to information re- 
ceived by him there were approximately 50,000 Spanish 
refugees, principally Basaues, in occupied France. 
According to Mr. Warren there is a program of general 
reshuffrling of all internees in France, He understands 
that one camps is being set aside for the aged and small 
children where sanitary conditions will be much better 


than have heretofore been maintained in these camps. 


BusManey: FW 


BY 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


February 26, 1941 


PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 
BY SPECIAL MESSENGER 





Honorable Adolf A. Berle, Jr. 
Assistent Secretary of State 
Department of State 
Washington, D. Cc, 


My dear Mr. Berle; 


Information has been received from a confidential 
source to the effect thet a member of the United American 
Spanish Aid Committee has stated that this organization 
was in receipt of a pledge from their Latin American © 
organization in the amount of $75,000, Most of the 
money is said to have already been raised and the remainder 
would be made available in a short time. 


This organization is reported to be planning at the 
present time to send delegations to Washington for the 
purpose of calling upon Ambassador Halifax to ask him to 
intercede with his government for a warrant to insure safe 
passage of the rescue mission ship which will carry Spanish 
refugees from France to Mexico. 


It is further reported that pressure will be brought 
to bear on the British Ambassador by labor organizations 
throughout the United States. 


Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) J. Ed. Hoover 


CO = Captain Alan Goodrich Kirk 00. Brigadier General 


Director Sherman Miles 
Office of Naval Intelligence G2, War Department 
Navy Department Washington, D. C. 


Washington, D. C0. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


December 31, 1940 


PERSONAL AND 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Honorable Adolf A, Berle, Jr. 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Department of State 
Washington, D. C6, 


Dear Mr. Berle: 


Reference 1s made to my letter of December 4, 
1940, concerning the proposed purchase of the S.S, PRESIDENT 
JOHNSON by the United American Spanish Aid Committee for the 
epese of transporting Spanish Loyalists from France to 
Mexico, 


Information has now been received that the S. S. 
PRESIDENT JOHNSON is not under consideration for purchase. 
On the contrary the United American Spanish Aid Committee is 
endeavoring to acquire the former American S. S, GLACIER, which 
is now under the Panamanian Flag and owned by the Carbella 
Steamship Company, Incorporated, a Panamanian corporation. 
Advice hes been received to the effect that a company to be 
organized and incorporated under the laws of Panama and to be 
known as the American "Rescue Ship" Mission, Incorporated, is 
negotiating for the purchase of the 8.8, GLACIER, 


A vepresentative of the United American Spanish 
Aid Committee in his efforts to purchase the S. S, GLACIER made 
it known to a representative of the Carbella Steamship Company 
that the vessel was to be purchased to transport from Marseille, 
France, to Vera Cruz, Mexico, and to South American countries, 
refugees of the Spanish Civil War now in France. The repre= 
sentative of the United American Spanish Aid Committee dis- 
closed that the Vichy Government has officially agreed to 
permit the refugees to leave France and that Mexico has agreed 
to accept the refugees. 


The Carbella Steamship Company, Incorporated, has 
entered into an agreement with Fred G, Biedenkapp, a member of 
the United American Soanish Aid Committee, as trustee for a 
company to be incorporated under the laws of Panama to sell the 
S. S. GLACIER, subject to the Carbella Steamship Company's ob-— 
taining the consent of the United States Maritime Commission to 
sell the said vessel, 


Information has also been obtained to the effect that 
the American "Rescue Ship" Mission of the United American 


Spanish 


028/s8r* zee 
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Spanish Aid Committee is engaged in a national campaign to 

secure $300,000 for transporting "Spanish Republicans” interned 
in concentration camps in southern France to Mexico. It is 
reported that since the commencement of the campaign for $500,000, 
on November 12, 1940, the American "Rescue Ship" Mission has 
collected $24,886.25, 


Sincerely yours, 


(Sed. ) J. E. Hoover 


BY SPECIAL MESSENGER 





San José, Costa Rica, 
December 13, 1940. 


No.2769 
Subject: Mexican Government requests Costa Rica 
to Support its Appeal to President 
Roosevelt to send American Vessels to 


French Ports to Traasport Spanish 
Refugees to Mexico. ~~ 
— 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
| Washington. 


Sir: 


IT have the honor to infora the Department that the 
DIARIO DE GOSTA RICA of December 4, 1940, announced that 
Moxiso had \proposed to President Roosevelt that American 
vessels ba permitted to entsar Franch porta for the purpose 
of transporting Spanish refugees to Mextoo, and that the 
Mexican Government had requestad the other American 
republiss to support this proposal. 

There is quoted bolow a further item appearing in the 
DIARIO GH COSTA RICA on December 12, 1940, which indioates 
that the Government of Costa Rice is not in complete 


agreement 
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agreement with the suggestion received from the Mexican 
Government: 


~~ “With reference to the proposal of the Mexican 
Government submitted to President Roosevelt 
Pequesting that vessels flying the flag of the 
United States be permitted to transp: Spanish 
refugees who are at present at French ports 
awaiting an opportunity to leave for Mexico, which 
country has generously opened its doors to receive 
those politically perseautea by the nationalist 
regime, the Government of Costa Rica has from the 
beginning viewed this gesture with great sympa 

as it is 4 humane gesture om the part of Mexico 
favor of thousands of persons who are ting submitted 
to serious privations and perhaps in danger of death, 
but Costa Rica's reply, although reiterating its 
expressions of pile pipe dy states that the suggestion 
places Costa Rica an embarrassing position as the 
proposal might be ine tible with the legal pzro- 
visions of the United States established beevause of 
the dangers of sending ships to belligerent zones.” 


Respectfully yours, 


Wim H. Hornibrook. 


Tegucigalpa, D. C., December 30, 1940. 
No. 1215. 


Subject: Appeal to Honduran Government to Aid 
Spanish Refugees now in France. 


ATRMATL 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to refer to despatch No. 3769 dated 
December 13, 1940 from the Legation in San José, regarding 
the Mexican Government's request to that of Costa Rica to 
support its appeal to President Roosevelt to send American 
vessels to French ports to transport Spanish refugees to 
Mexico. Upon my receipt of the copy of this despatoh in- 
quiries were made at the Honduran Foreign Office as to 
whether a like appeal had been received by them from the 


Mexican 
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Mexican Government. I was informed that a similar com- 
munication had been received and that the answer of the 
Honduran Government was couched in similar terms to that 
of Costa Rica although it was possibly a bit more vague. 

In the Tegucigalpa newspaper "El Cronista” and "El 

Norte" of San Pedro Sula of December 27, 1940, there ap- 
peared a letter addressed to the Honduran Chamber of Dep- 
uties by Miss Martha Dodd, Secretary of the Pan American 
Committee for the Coordination of Organized Aid to Spain, 
appealing to that body for assistance for the Spanish ref- 
ugees in France. The letter was published without comment. 

The five principal requests made to the Chamber of 

Deputies by Miss Dodd were as follows: 

1) Diplomatic intervention with the Governments! 
of France, Germany and Spain to respect the 
Vichy-Mexico pact. 

2) Diplomatic and moral protection by the Govern- 
ment of Honduras to the Spanish refugees in 
occupied and free France. The cooperation of 
the Honduran Diplomatic Mission in France with 
the Mexican-Frenoch Commission in Vichy organize 
ing aid to Spanish refugees. 


3) Facilitate the emigration of the said refugees 
to Honduras. 


4) Intervention by the Honduran diplomatic represen- 
tatives in Spain to put an end to this horrible 
wave of terror and to solicit a general amnesty. 

5) And the prompt economic contribution of your 


Government to assist in affecting the project 
of the Pan American Bank of Rescue. 


As far as is known, the Chamber of Deputies has to 
date taken no action on Miss Dodd's appeal and it is doubted 
whether she receives more than an acknowledgment of it, if 
that. 


Respectfully yours, 


909 sar John D. Erwin 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D. 6. 


December 351, 1940 
PERSONAL AND 
SOMFIDENTIAL 


Honorable Adolf A. Berle, Jr. 
Asaistant Secretary of State 
Department of State 
Washington, D. 6. 


Dear Mr. Berle; 


oce/er’ oe 


Reference is made to my letter of December 4 
1940, geting Wied proposed purchase of the 8.58. PRESIDENT 
JOHNSON by the United American Spanish Aid Committee for the 


ea i of trenasporting Spanish Loyalists from France to 
Mexico. 


Information has now been received that the 3. 3. 
PRESIDENT JOHNSON £s not under consideration for purchase. 
On the contrary the United American Spanish Aid Oommittee Le 
endeavoring to acquire the former American 5S. S. GLACIER, which 
ie now under the Panamanian Flag and owned by the Garbelia 
Steamship Company, Incorporated, a Panamanian corporation. 
Advice has been received to the effect that a company to be 
organized and incorporated under the laws of Panama and to be 
known as the American "Rescue Ship" Mission, Incorporated, is 
negotiating for the purchase of the 8,5. GLAGIER, 


A representative of the United American Spanish 

Aid Oommittee in his efforts to purchase the 8. S. GLACIER made 
4t known to a representative of the Carbella Steamship Compan; 
that the vessel was to be purchased to transport from Marseille, 

oe, to Vera Cruz, Mexico, and to South American countries, 
refugees of the Spanish Civil War now in France, The repre- 
sentative of the tea American Spanish Aid Committee dis- 
closed that the Vichy Government has offioially agreed to 
permit the refugees to leave France and that Mexico has agreed 
to accept the refugees. 


The Carbella Steamship Company, Incorporated, haa 
entered into an agreement with Fred G. Biedenkapp, a member of 
the United American Soanish Aid Committee, as trustee for a 
ha mae! to be incorporated under the laws of Panama to sell the 
8. 5. GLACIER, aubject to the Carbella Steamship Company's ob- 
taining the coneent of the United States Maritime dommission to 
sell the said vessel. 


TTd Teysuepr suey 


the Anerioan scue Ship" Mission of the United Ameri 
Spanish 


Inforgation has also been obtained to the effect that 
Pa can 
bod 


Spanish Ald Goumittee is a@ nati r} to 
3 3 sh ree rea Sorned 
in concentratien @ in southera a to Mexico. It is 


Sincerely yours, 


(Sga.) 7. B, Hoover 


Ciudad Trujillo, D. R., January 5, 1941 


Noe 252 
Subject: The assistance of the "New World Settlement 


Fund" to the Spanish refugees in the Dominican 
Republic. 





The Honorable 

The Secretary of State, 

Washington, De Ge 

Sir: 

I have the honor to inform the Department that 
Mr. Joba Dos Passos, the well known author, has been in 
Ciudad Trujillo for several days representing the "New World 
Settlement Fund", whose head office he informs me, is at 
2 West 45 Street, New York City. Mr. Dos Passos explained 
that tis organization was formed to assist Spanish refugees 
who have ceased to receive funds from the various Spanish 
organizations which continued to assist them until a few 
months ago. He added that his organization has soquired some 
property in Ecuador and intends to colonize it with a certain 
number of Spanish refugees who are acceptable to the 
Ecuadorian government. He explainsé that under the arrange- 
ment with Eouador, 90 percent of the colonists must be 
agriculturists, while 10 percent of other classes such as 
engincers and other craftsmen will be admitted. Dos Passos 
has made all preparations to send 40 persons on the SS LOVCEN, 
a steamer of the New York Navigation Company which is 
operating under Panamanian registry and which sails from here 


January 


January 10 for Barranquilla. He expects to send approximately 
100 additional persons during the month of February by a 
steamer of the Naviera Dominicana which will make a special 
trip to Barranquilla, 

Dos Passos confirmed the reports that the Legation: 
has sent to the Department from time to time to the effect 
that most of the Spanish refugees who are now here have been 
ina condition of extreme want since the funds that they had 
been receiving ffom the "Sere" were discontinued several months 
ago, Whether additional persons will be sent to Reuador from 
the Dominioan Republic in addition to the 140 referred to 
above will depend upon the funds which his organization is 
able to obtain for this purpose. 

Dos Passos informed me, furthermore, that upon his 
return in a few days to the United States he intends to 
endeavor to have sent here a quantity of condensed milk to 


be used for feeding the Spanish refugee children. 


Respectfully yours, 


Robert M. Scotten 


+ scorn sapomen 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 


4p0 ca 116 4 ex NL FROM 


SD New York NY Jan 14 ae 
Cordell Hull sar 


Washington 


-y Waving been informed that American R,d Cross in cooperation government 
4 proposes to send ships with food to unoccupied France and Spain this 


committee representing organizations of Mexico Cuba Pusrto Rico Chile @ 
qa 
Peru Argentine Uruguay United States ressectfully begs you in name of WD 


humanitarian principles Pan American brotherhood to exercise your bh 
< 
C 

influence so that part of this food be distributed among Spanish refugees 
[09] 

France and families political prisoners Spain stop. We also ask that Cj 
© 


these boats on return bring groups of refugees which Mexico is willing 
to accept thus alleviating desperate situation thousands brave Spanish 
men women children who today are menaced by return to Spain where 
death awaits them stop. We hope for a reply 

Pan American Coordinating Committee 

200 Fifth Avenue Kew York 


#821 


In /Sed 


220am 15th 


DEPARTMENT OF STARE 


Memorandum of Conversation 


DATE: December 5, 1940 


SUBJECT: 


PARTICUANTS? M. Jacques Truelle, Counselor French Embassy. 


Mr. Robert Pell, Division of European Affairs. 


COPIES TO: 
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As Mr. Welles instructed Mr. Pell requested M. Truelle 
to call and sought to clarify with him the subject matter 
of the Ambassador's note to Mr. Welles of November 27, 1940 
which is attached. plot 

M. Truelle, before A got well into the subject, 
interrupted to say that he thought that it was incumbent 
upon him to make certain clarifications. He said that 
there were three distinct problems. The first was the 
question of feeding French children which was being 
treated separately and was not related in any way to these 
conversations. He understood that if it was decided to 
embark on this feeding the Red Cross would send the supplies 


abroad 
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abroad in @ Red Cross ship which would be used exclusively 
for that purpose. 

In the second place there was the question of 
sending Christmas packages to prisoners of war. He said 
that there was a tremendous interest throughout this 
country in that plan, that committees were organized 
and prepared to work but that it was impossible to obtain 
any decision from the Hed Cross, one way or the other. 

He had discussed the proposal several times with the Red 
Cross and first of all it was said that there was not 
much interest in this country in sending packages to 
prisoners. When evidence to the contrary was produced 
the Red Cross said that, because of the lack of space only 
about 5,000 packages could be sent, if that number. The 
problem in short was one of transportation. 

Finally there was the problem of removing the Spanish 
refugees from France. These people were in a pitiable 
condition. There were no means of feeding them adequately. 
They were a source of constant dispute with the German and 
Spanish authorities. Obviously it was desirable from every 
standpoint to arrange for their removal from the country. 
Several Latin American Governments, notably the Mexican 
Government, had offered to take these people and negotiations 


directly between the French and Mexican Governments were now 


nearing 
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nearing completion. The basis of agreement was that the 
Spaniards should be taken directly from Marseilles or 
Toulon to a Mexican port on French ships. Several ships 
were available for this purpose and M. Truelle did not 
believe that any insurmountable obstacles had to be 
overcome, 

M. Truelle then said that it had occurred to him -= 
and it was his plan exclusively, the Ambassador was not 
very enthusiastic about it -- that the French ships which 
otherwise would have to return empty to France might take 
the packages for the prisoners of war, that is prisoners 
of war of all nationalities: French, British, Dutch, 
Belgian, et cetera. Naturally the distribution of these 
packages would be strictly in accordance with the arrange- 
ments already made by the Red Cross and by the Red Cross 
agents themselves. M. Truelle said that he had suggested 
this course in order to overcome the objection of the Red 
Cross that there was no adequate means of transportation. 
This was in no way related to the problem of feeding French 
ehildren or sending food into France, 

M. Truelle said that it was this that the Ambassador 
had proposed to Mr. Welles. If there was any misunderstand- 
ing M. Truelle hoped that it might be clarified, since 


he, (personally, had suggested this course merely to be helpful. 
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Mon cher Ambassadeur, 


WELLS 
Vous avez bien voulu, au cours de notre conversation au 


25 de ce mois, me laisser prévoir que vous seriez disposé A inter4 





venir auprés du Gouvernement britannique afin d'obtenir la déli- 
vrance de navicerts pour des expéditions de certains produits 
alimentaires & destination de la France. Ces envois seraient em- 
barqués 4 bord des navires que plusieurs gouvernements de 1'Améri4 
que latine se proposent d'arfréter pour aller chercher les réfu- 
giés espagnols en France et les transporter sur ce continent. 

Le Gouvernement francais serait heureux de faciliter a 
ces Gouvernements la mise en oeuvre de ce projet dont ceux-ci 
l'ont saisi et 4 la réalisation duquel ils portent grand intérét. 

Drautre part, il souhaiterait, par ce moyen, pouvoir 
assurer, dans toute la mesure possible, le ravitaillement des 
prisonniers de guerre et celui des enfants en France. 


En conséquence, je vous serais trés reconnaissant de 





l'aide que vous pourrez nous apporter A cette occasion et de la 
démarche que vous voudrez bien faire auprés des autorités anglaises 
Veuillez agréer, mon cher Ambassadeur, les assurances 
de ma trés haute considération. 
L'Honorable Sumner Welles, 
Sous-Secrétaire d'Htat, 
Département d'Etat, 


Washington, 
D.C. 





27 novembre 1940. 


Mon cher Ambassadeur, 


Vous avez bien voulu, au cours de notre conversation du 
25 de oe mois, me laisser prévoir que vous seriez disposé 4 inter- 
venir aupres du Gouvernement britannique afin d'obtenir la déli- 
vrance de navicerts pour des expéditions de certains produits 
alimentaires 4 destination de la France. Ces envois seraient em- 
barqués @ bord des navires que plusieurs gouvernements de 1'Améri- 
que latine se proposent d'affréter pour aller chercher les réfu- 
giés espagnols en France et les transporter sur ce continent. 

Le Gouvernement francais serait heureux de faciliter 4 
ces Gouvernements la mise en oeuvre de ce projet dont ceux-oi 
l'ont saisi et @ la réalisation duquel ils portent grand intérét. 

Dteutre part, il souhaiterait, par ce moyen, pouvoir 
assurer, dans toute la mesure possible, le ravitaillement des 
prisonniers de guerre et celui des enfants en France. 

En conséquence, je vous serais trés reconnaissant de 
l'aide que vous pourrez nous apporter a@ cette occasion et de la 
démarche que vous voudrez bien faire auprés des autorités anglais= 

Veuillez agréer, mon cher Ambassadeur, les assurances 
de ma trés haute considération. 

L'Honorable Sumner Welles, 
Sous-Secrétaire d'Etat, 
Département dtitat, 
Washington, 


oC. 
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Ae Mr. Welles instructed Mr. Pell requested M. Truelle 
to call and Sought to olarify with hima the subjeot matter 
of the Ambassador's note to Mr. Welles of November 27, 1940 
whioh 1s attached. 

M. Truelle, before I got well into the subject, 
interrupted to say that he thought that it was inoumbent 
upon him to make certain clarifications. He said that 
there were three distinct problems. The first was the 
question of feeding French children which was being 
treated separutely and was not related in any way to these 
conversations. He understood that if it was decided to 
embark on this feeding the Red Crosse would send the supplies 

abroad 


Bue 


abroad in © Red Cross ship which would be used exolusively 
for that purpose. 

In the second place there was the queation of 
sending Christmas packages to prisoners of war. He said 
that there was a tremendous interest throughout this 
country in that plan, that committees were organized 
and prepared to work but thet it was impossible to obtain 
any decision from the Red Cross, one way or the other. 

He had discussed the proposal several times with the Red 
Cross and first of all it was ceaid that there was not 
much interest in this country in sending packages to 
prisoners. When evidence to the contrary was produced 
the Red Cross said that, because of the lack of space only 
about 5,000 packages 20u1d be sent, if that number. The 
problem in short was one of transportation. 

Finally there was the problem of removing the Spanish 
refugees from France. These people were in @ pitiable ' 
condition. There were no. means of feeding them adequately. 
They were & source of constant dispute with the German and 
Spanish authorities. Obviously it was desirable from every 
standpoint to errange for their removal from the country. 
Several Latin Americen Governments, notably the Mexican 
Government, m4 offered to take these people and negotiations 


Girectly between the French and Mexican Governments were now 


nearing 
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Ncering sompletion. The basis of agreement was that the 
Spaniards should be taken directly from Marseilles tr 
Toulon to a Mexican port on French ships. Several ships 
were available for this purpose and M. Truelle did not 
believe that any insurmountable obstacles had to be 
overcome. 

M. Truelle then said that it had occurred to him -- 
and it was his plan exolusively, the Ambassador was not 
very enthusiastic about it -- that the French shine which 
otherwise would have to return empty to France might take 
the packages for the prisoners of war, that is prisoners 
of war of all nationalities: French, British, Dutoh, 
Belgian, et cetera. Naturally the distribution of these 
packages would be strictly in accordance with the arrange- 
ments already made by the Red Crose end by the Red Cross 
agents themselves. M. Truelle said thet he hed suggested 
this course in order to overcome the objection of the Red 
Cross that there was no adequate means of transportation. 
This was in no way related to the problem of feeding French 
ehildren or sending food into Frence. 

x, Truelle sajd that it was this that the Ambassador 
had proposed to Mr. Welles. If there was any misunderatand- 
ing M. Truelle hoped that it might be clarified, sinoe 


he, personally, had suggested this course merely to be helpful. 
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U \ 
Mr. verre ) i lows 


= Supplementing the attached file which I invite to 
ae -s your attention I em informed Mr. Truelle called on the 


Red Cross yesterday and stated the French Government was 


ay tS anxious to use French ships in transporting Spanish 
te refugees to Mexico and that then these ships were to 
SS 4 touch et aU. S. port to transport supplies (presumably 
as 


Red Cross) to France. Mr. Davis' reaction was not 


} favorable, He described it as an approach to blackmail. 
= 3 As regards legislation to enable American ships 
a which carry Red Cross supplies to Europe to bring 
~ 8 refugees to this hemisphere Mr. Davis said he did not 

: think this was a Red Cross function and would be loathe 
oP to see the transportation of refugees related to the 


Red Cross tradition, but in any case if any consideration 
was to be given to a change of the neutrelity law in this 
respect he hoped it would be postponed until as late 


a moment as possible. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 





DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 


December 3, 1940 


Eu 
Mr. Atherton 

The attached note refers to the French Ambassador's 
conversation with Mr. Welles on November 25, 1940 in 
which M. Henry-Haye put forth the suggestion that if 
the United States Government decided later through the 
Red Cross to send medical supplies and shipments of 
milk for the relief of the children of France on ships 
of the French flag or under Latin American registry 
those ships on their return journey might transport 
Spanish refugees directly to certain Latin American 
countries. 

The Ambassador in the first place made the state- 
ment that Mr. Welles promised on this occasion to inter- 
vene with the British Government to obtain navicerts 
for the shipments of foodstuffs being carried to France, 
I find no mention in the record of this assurance from 
from Mr. Welles. 

The Ambassador then made the statement that the food- 
stuffs will be sent to France on the ships which certain 
Latin American Governments propose to employ for the 
purpose of bringing Spanish refugees out of France for 


resettlement 
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resettlement at various points in Latin America. The 
j Ambassador is jumping the gun on this point since it 
is my understanding that the Latin American Governments 
do not propose to send ships but expect the American 
financiers of the project to hire ships and place them 
under Latin American registry for the transport of the 
Spanish refugees to Mexico, Venezuela and Chile. It is 
my understanding, moreover, that the committee which is 
proposing to finance this transportation has not even 
begun to collect its money and in fact judging by 
a form telegram which has been addressed to various 
Senators who have approached the Department it is merely 
proposing to hold its first luncheon meeting sometime 
in December to launch a drive for funds under the title 
"The First American Rescue Ship Mission". Moreover, 
I had further confirmation of this when I received a 
committee consisting of Mr. Samuel Guy Inman, Miss Freda 
Kirehwey and Professor Cannon, of Harvard University, 
recently and questioned them very carefully when they 
spoke of fleets of ships proceeding to Europe as to how 
a fund they actually had in hand. They were, to 
say the least, extremely vague and I gathered that they 
have at the present moment very limited funds for this 
purpose. 
Regarding the Ambassador's third point, that several 


Latin 
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Latin American Governments had approached the French 
Government with assurances that they are prepared to 
accept the Spanish refugees now in France, I attach 
a memorandum of conversation which I had yesterday 
with M. Trueile of the French Embassy. 

My conclusion is that this whole affair is ina 
decidedly embryonic stage and that the Ambassador has 
leaped, without serious justification, to several con- 
clusions. 

I believe, moreover, that this move in behalf of 
the Spanish refugees is closely related to the French 
desire to raise the refugee question in general and that 


we should be very cautious about becoming involved, 
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M. Truelle celled at his request to discuss the 
situation of the Spanish refugees still in France. 

M, Truelle said that there were approximately one 
hundred thousand of these people remaining in the occupied 
zone, that their condition was pitiable, that enormous 
pressure was being applied to the French Government both 
"from abroad" and internally to send them back to Spain 
unless they could be resettled elsewhere. 

The French Government had been in contact with varieus 
American Gevernments -~ notably those of Mexico, Chile and 
Venezuela -~ which had indicated that they would be willing 


between 


i Be 


between them to take all the Spaniards provided (1) that 
transportation was furnished; (2) that they were adequately 
financed and (3) that there was an indication from this 
Government that there was no objection. 

M. Truelle continued that a committee consisting of 
Mr. Samuel Guy Inman, Miss Freda Kirchwey and Dr. Cannon, 
of Harvard University, had visited the French Ambassador 
and assured him that they now had a sufficient fund for 
financing the resettlement of these peoplic, that the 
Mexican, Chilean and Venezuelan Ambassadors had called 
on him and repeated the assurances of their Governments 
that they were prepared to take these people and that the 
Ambassador had been informed that arrangements were being 
made to provide shipping facilities under various Latin © 
American flags. As a consequence everything now hinged 
on the attitude of this Government. In this connection 
Mr. Truelle expressed the hope that if the Ambassador of 
Mexico, Chile or Venezuela called at the Department to 
inquire as to the attitude of this Government he would 
not be discouraged or, perhaps, he might go so far as to 
hope that he would be encouraged. 

In conclusion M. Truelle expressed grave fears as to 
what might develop with regard to the Spanish refugees in 
France unless something was done quickly. 

I said to M. Truelle that we had a humanitarian 


interest 
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interest in the fate of the unfortunate Spaniards and 
realize what a serious problem their continucd presence 
in France must constitute for the French Government. I 
said that I had also received Messrs. Cannon and Inman 
and Miss Kirchwey and as a result of this conversation 
was not as confident as M. Truelle seemed to be that they 
had sufficient funds for the purpose in mind. The 
transportation and resettlement of large numbers of 
individuals was a very costly matter as we had learned 

in connection with the Dominican settlement project and 
judging by their conversation with me I was not convinced 
that the committee had a very large amount of money at its 
disposal. I mentioned this merely as a caution because 
there had been so many Gisappointments in connection with 
the unfortunate Spaniards that I was concerned lest there 
should be a further setback due to a misapprehension as 
to the true facts. 

I said that at first hand I could not see how this 
Government would enter into a discussion between the 
French Government and certain Governments of Latin America 
regarding the resettlement of these people. If these 
American Governments were prepared to take the Spaniards 
as settlers it was certainly within their sovereign right 
to do so. Of course it was normal at times like these for 


the American Governments to exchange views with regard to 


problems of this nature. 
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The French Ambassador called to see mo at my re- 
quest. 

The Anbassador brought up the question of Spanish 
refugees in France. He stated that some days ago the 
Mexican Ambassador had called to see him to inform him 
that if the French Government would grant exit visas 
to Spanish political refugees in France, the Mexican 
Government would obtain from other Latin American Repub- 
lies steamers flying the flags of American Republics to 
transport Spanish refugees from France to Mexico. He 
seid the Mexican Ambassador had also stated that the 
United States had agreed to send vessels under the 
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American flag to France to transport Spanish refugees to 
Mexico. The Ambassador said that his Government had 
agreed in principle to the evacuation of Spanish refu- 
gees from France to Mexico and he now wished to know 
exactly what the United States Government was willing 
to do in the case. 

I stated to the Ambassador that the information he 
gave to me was a matter of some surprise. I said that 
many weeks ago, possibly as much as three months ago, 
the Mexican Ambassador had informed me that the Presi- 
dent of Mexico was considering a project of this charac- 
ter. I had thereupon called to the attention of the 
Ambassador the fact that it would be very difficult for 
the United States Government to obtain the ships neces- 
sary for such a purpose; that the coat would be exceed- 
ingly large and that there were no funds with which such 
a step could be undertaken unlese the Congress of the 
United States appropri ated the money for that purpose. 

I had told the Mexican Ambassador that I saw no reason 
to believe that the Congress at this moment would be in- 
clined to appropriate the large sums necessary and that 
before taking the matter up with the President I would 
like to have more specific information from the Mexican 
Government as to the precise plans it had in mind. I 
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Bald to the French Ambassador that since that time the 
Mexican Ambassador had never again communicated with me 
on this subject and that I had therefore believed the 
matter had been dropped. 

The French Ambassador did not seem particularly sur- 
prised by the statement I made to him and inquired what 
other American Republics would have the shipping neces— 
Sary to carry out such a large scale of evacuation of 
refugees. I replied that to the best of my knowledge 
the only two republics which had any ocean merchant 
shipping of importance were Chile and Brazil and that 
it was my very definite belief that at this time the 
merchant shipping of both of those republics was urgent- 
ly required for commercial purposes. 

The Ambassador then put forward the suggeetion that 
if the United States Government decided later through the 
Red Cross to send medical supplies and shipments of milk, 
et cetera, for the relief of the children of France, those 
ships on their return journey might transport Spanish refu- 
gees. I said that I would be very glad to discuss this 
question with the appropriate authorities here and with 
the Chairman of the Red Cross end I would later let the 
Ambassador know of their reactions. I stated that in 
that connection the Ambassador undoubtedly knew of the 
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great shock it had been to public opinion in the United 
States to be informed from press reports that the Frenoh 
authorities had turned over to the Spanish authorities 
Spanish political refugees who had taken refuge in France 
and who had later been executed in Spain. I said that 
this was so utterly at variance with the magnificent 
traditional policy of France to give refuge to political 
refugees that I wondered if such action had been taken 
under duress. The Ambassador immediately replied that 

he had been in communication with his Govemment on this 
subject. He was apparently fully familiar with the cirounm- 
stances attendant upon the execution of Companys in Barce- 
lona and of certain other political exiles from Spain. 

The Ambassador stated that he could give me the most pos- 
itive and official assurance that not one of these Spanish 
refugees had been turned over to Spain by the French Gov- 
ernment. He stated that every one of them had been cap- 
tured by the Germans in occupied France and that Companys 
himeelf had been seized by German authorities near Biar- 
ritz and then turned over to the Spanish authorities. He 
emphatically denied that the French Government had either 
knowledge of or participated in these acts. 
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The French Ambassador called to see me at my re- 
quest. 

The Ambassador said that the Department of State 
had already been apprised of the position of the French 
Government that the United States do what it could to 
stimulate the departure from France and the resettle- 
ment of the German-Jewish refugees now in France. He 
said that at the present time there were over 3,600,000 
German-Jewish refugees in France and that the burden of 
feeding and looking after these people wae already more 
than the French economy could stand. The Ambassador 
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made no very prolonged or urgent presentation of this 
Case but merely asked that the question be given as 
favorable consideration as might be possible. 
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These people called by reference from the Silvbcrs*e 
office to discuss the evacuation of Spanish refugees to 
Latin American countries. They had the prospect of 
Getting some Norwegian boats to which they thought England 
would grant safe conduct and they wanted to ask the Ameri- 
can Government to take up with the French Government the 
release of those vessels from Dakar and Casablanca to 
proceed to Mafseille and thence to Mexico and other 
countries and to ask the French Government to grant exit 
visas to about 1200 of them. 

I told them that it would be very much more simple 
from their point of view if they got vessels of a neutral 

flag 
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flag which I thought could be chartered and that the 
United States would view with sympathy the exit from 
Southern France of the Spanish refugees but that 
representations by this Government would probably not 
be very effective in securing exit visas even if made 
in conjunction with Latin American countries. However, 
we would consider that possibility. 

They are having a meeting with Ministers and 
Ambassadors of the Central and South American republics 
this afternoon and said that they would report the 
resultaf their conference and would hope that we would 
consider joining with them. The request would not run 
to the French Government to request the departure of 
the vessels but would simply join with Latin American 
countries to request exit visas. I emphasized the 
fact that the granting of exit visas waa primarily 


a decision of the German Government. 


B.L. 
P.S. They handed me the attached paper. They said 
these were names of persons condemned to death in the 
last ten days, having been taken by the Gestapo in 
Southern France and turned over to the Spanish authorities 
for trial and execution. 
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The delegation representing associations interested 
in the fate of the Spanish refugees now in France called 
for the purpose of discussing what measures could be 
taken for facilitating the départure of the refugees 
from France, their transportation overseas and their 
resettlement in Latin American countries. 

I asked the delegation whether they had a reliable 
estimate of the number of Spanish refugees still remaining 
in France. 

Each member of the delegation had a different estimate. 
Dr, Cannon said there were between 50,000 and 100, 000; 

Dr. Inman said there were about 150,000; Mise Kirchwey 


thought there were even more, the. 


‘I then asked the delegation Whether they had 
reliable information as to the conditions of the refugees 
eti11 in France. Were they maintained in camps; were they 
confined to certain areas; were they free to move around? 

Dr. Oannon said thay some were confined to camps, 
others ~-- particularly the industrial workers who have 
been mobilized for war industries -- were at liberty 
but were being rounded up and a fewvere at complete 
liberty. The latter category inoluded some refugees 
with considerable meang and peasante who had melted into 
the Frenoh countryside. 

Next I asked the delegation whether they had any 
information as to the extent to which Spaniards were 
now being "pefoulea" from France to Spain. 

Dr. Cannon said that their information was to the 
effeot that the process of repatriation was taking place 

“pegularly. People were being rounded up and sent off 
in enall groups and a especial hunt was on for the more 
prominent refugees who were being turned over to the 
Spaniards for execution. P 

T inquired of the delegation whether they had any 
reason to suppose that there was a formal agreement between 
the French and Spanish Governments for the repatriation 
of refugees. 

Dr. Inman replied that they had no positive proof of 

an 
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an agreenent but everything that was taking place suggested 
that such an agreement existed. 

T asked the members of the delegation whether they 
proposed to bring all the remaining Spanish refugees out 
of France to some Latin American country or countries. 

Dr. Gannon said that this would be impossible. The 
Organizations did not have the finanolal means for oarrying 
this out and proposed to concentrate their activities on 
approximately 1200 marked refugees. He added that 
arrangements had been made with the. Spasieh ‘and Chilean 
Governments to receive these people, transportation was 
being arranged and in consequence the only question 
remaining was to pbtain exit permite for them from the 
French Government. 

Dr. Inman 414 not actually request that this Govern- 
ment obtain the exit permite but he suggested that 4t 
would be helpful if this Government could intervene. 

ZI replied that I did not think this was a very 
practioal suggestion. It seemed to me to be a wiser step 
for the associations to present the cage to the Frenoh 
Ambassador here, telling him that American public opinion 
was deeply aroused regarding the fate of the Spanish 
Repubiid”and beg him to intervene with his Government in 
a favorable sense. I said that I did not know what the 
Ambassador might do but at least he was the proper channel 


through 
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through which they should communicate with the Frenoh 
Governpent and the channel most likely to lead to a 
result. I suggested, moreoyer, that they might wish to 
disouss this problem with M. Georges Ooulon who is the 
delegate of the French Government in refugee matters and 
4s now at the Hotel Novarro in New York City. M. CGoulon 
ie on very good terme with the Frenoh Ambassador and 
doubtless would be willing to pave the way for an inter- 
view with him, 

The delegation expressed pleasure’at this suggestion 
and eaid that they would see M. Goulon immediately. 

ZI then raised the question of transportation and 
asked the members of the delegation whether they had been 
able to obtain ships. 

They replied that they now had some money for this 
purpose and were engaged in negotiations with Norwegian 
authorities to use ships now at various African porte. 
They said they had informally raised the question with 
the British and had reason to believe that the British 
would nof$ object to the passage of these ships carrying 
refugees. We disoussed this aspect of the problem at 
come length because I had knowledge of negotiations with 
which the Dominican Republic Settlement Association is 
engaged at this time to obtain a vessel_on which refugees 


may be transported from Lisbon to Sosua. 
at 


At the conolusion I asked the aenbers of the dele- 
gation to keep in olose touch with me in regard to these 
matters. I gaia that I did not know how useful we, could 
ve but we would do whatever we could to be helpful. 
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Rec'd 4:20 aem., 6th 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. 





As the Department was infa@med by Vichy Embassy yester- 
day Varian Fry representative here of the Emergency Rescue 
Committee and Director of the Comite de Secours Americain 
at Marseille was arrested along with Mary Jane Gold also 
American and several aliens connected with his local organi- 
zation at a house occupied by Fry in the outskirts of the 
city on the morning of December 2nd. An officer of the 
Consulate succeeded in seeing Fry and Miss Gold yesterday 
afternoon and was satisfied they were suffering no physical 
hardship at that time other than confinement. Due to the 
visit to Merseille of Marshal Petain and associated cele- 
brations I was unable to contact the responsible French 
authorities until yesterday afternoon when I was tele- 
phonically advised by the Secretary General of the Prefec- 
ture that Fry and Miss Gold could not as yet be released 
and that I could not be informed of the reasons for their 
aetention until I called upon the Secretary General at the 
conclusion of the Marshal's visit this afternoon. The 


Seéretary 


-2- #881, Fourth, from Marseille. 


Secretary General has stated to me upon the occasion of 
this call that Fry and Miss Gold were taken into custody 
primarily because they were arrested under suspicious cir- 
cumstances and in suspect (surround in?) company with 
Aderekneyyu and certain other individuals wanted by the 
police. I was essured that Fry and Miss Gold would be 
released from custody tomorrow but understand that Fry's 
associates are being held and that a further and thorough 


investigation of Fry's activities is to be made. 
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NEWYORK NY NOV 8 14940 

HON JAMES M MEAD 
WASHDG 

URGE YOU SPONSOR INTRODUCTION IN CONGRESS OF RESOLUTION ROUGH 
DRAFT OF WHICH FOLLOWS EXCERPT FORM, FULL TEX¥ BEING MAILED. 
IF YOU AGREE WILL YOU ALSO APPEAR INAUGURAL RECEPTION LUNCHEON 
HOTEL COMMODORE FRIDAY NOVEMBER FIFTEENTH 1230 FOR LAUNCHING 
CAMPAIGN FOR FIRST AMERICAN RESCUE SHIP MISSION TO TRANSPORT 
SPANISH REFUGEES FROM FRANCE TO MEXICO. ASSOCJATED WITH US IN Zi 
THIS INITIAL EFFORT ARE MRS VINCENT SHEEAN DOROTHY PARKER, LOUIS Ad 
BROMFIELD, DEAN CHRISTIAN GAUSS OF PRINCETON, CONSTANCIA 
DELAMORA, AND LJON FEUCHTWANGER. IF YOU CANNOT APPEAR WILL YOU 
PERMIT US TO MAKE DRAFT RESOLUTION PUBLIC AND REVEAL YOUR 
WILLINGNESS TO SPONSOR SAME. PLEASE WIRE REPLY COLLECT !MMEDIATELY 
TEXT FOLLOWS: 
a WHEREAS 150,000 SPANISH REFUGEES NOW IN VICHY=CONTROLLED 
FRANCE WHEREAS THESE HEROIC DEFENDERS FREEDOM DEMOCRACY AROUSE 
SYMPATHETIC SUPPORT WHOLE WORLD. WHEREAS VICHY GOVERNMENT 
WILLING PERMIT DEPARTURE ANOTHER COUNTRY ON CONDITION NO 
EXPENSE TO IT WHEREAS MEXICO OTHER LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES 
AGREED ACCEPT UNLIMITED NUMBERS IF TRANSPORTATION PROVIDED 
BY OUTSIDE AGENCIES WHEREAS FITTING GOVERNMENT UNITEDSTATES 
INTERVENE BEHALF COMPATRIOTS UNIVERSAL CAUSE LIBERTY AND DRAW 
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IMMEDIATE RESCUE WHEREAS THERE 1S AVAILABLE FUND APPROPRIATED 
BY CONGRESS AND ALLOCATED TO PRESIDENT FOR AID EUROPEAN REFUGEES 
BE |T RESOLVED PRESIDENT ASSIGN FROM AFORESAID FUND FIFTEEN 
MILLIONS TOWARD THEIR TRANSPORTATION THIS HEMISPHERE AND THAT 
MEASURES BE TAKEN BY CHIEF EXECUTIVE PURSUANT TO EITHER OR BOTH 


FOLLOWING METHODS: 
T-CREATE NEW AGENCY FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSE CHARTERING SHIPS 


UNDER REGISTRY PANAMA OR OTHER NON@BELLIGERENT. 
2-AUTHORIZE AND DIRECT MARITIME COMMISSION, WHICM NOW HAS 
CONTROL OR LIENS MANY VESSELS, TO MAKE SAME AVAILABLE RED CROSS 


OR OTHER QUAS!]-GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY 
HELEN KELLER THE FIRST AMERICAN RESCUE SHIP MISSION 


200 FIFTH AVE SUITE 810, 


THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 





DIVISION OF THE AMERICAN REPUBLICS 





MEMORANDUM 


November 25, 1940 


Eu ~ Mr. Wendelin: 


It does not appear to me that 
the attached requires any action 
on our part or that there is any 
action which we could, take in the 


premises. 


at 


RA: Bonsal:SJN 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 


EH 

This telegram must be Managua 
closely paraphrased be- FROM q 
fore being communicated Dated Novem 





to anyone. (br) 
. Rec'd 3:44 peme 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


108, November 23, 1 pem. 

CONFIDENTIAL, 

The Nicaraguan Foreign Minister has received from the 
Mexican Charge d'Affaires information that President 
Cardenas (1) proposes to approach the United States to send 


ships to the French coast or Casablanca to bring to Mexico 


BEL/8r ces 


the 100,000 Spanish refugees in French territory and (2) 
inquires whether Nicaragua will support Mexico in this re- 
queste 

The Minister states that the Costa Rican Foreign Minister 
agrees in principle and is consulting his President; Honduras 
apparently will not support the moves Salvador has not yet 
informed Nicaragua of its stand; Guatemala replies American 
boats cannot be sent under the neutrality law. 

While the Foreign Minister believes he move 1s for 
propaganda and will fail to obtain the support of all Latin 


ot AREER ANN ERE OEE HE AGE ARISE EINE NEON TRIN UE OH SAN SHRUG mse 
American countries, he has inquired about the points of law 


oar HORA 
and my personal opinion as to the reply to be given. I 


“9 


08 /Sd 


replied 


EH =2= 108, November 23, 1 peme from Managua. 


replied that I believe that physical difficulties would make 
impossible such migration, instanced the endeavors to send 
a ship recently to England and stated my belief that the 
neutrality laws and existing proclamations would prevent 
it. 

Should further inquiries be made, I shall, unless 


otherwise instructed, repeat these pointse 


NICHOLSON 


NK 


(Eu: COPY: FW) 


(COMPARED __(\\Y_) vy Peay | ? ti a, 
aed emeroenntll 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 





December 4, 1940 


PERSONAL AND 
CONFIDENTIAL 
Honorable Adolf A. Berle, Jr. 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Department of State 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Berle: 


Information is available to the effect that the 
United American Spanish Aid Committee is making ef- 
forts to secure the transportation of approximately 
10,000 Spanish Loyalists from France t6 Mexico, and 
that this Committee intends to purchase a vessel for 
approximately $300,000, which vessel will be large 
enough to transport 2,000 men on each trip from France 
to Mexico. This program is known as the American Rescue 
Ship Mission. 


In connection with this matter, which has already 
received some publicity in the newspapers, it has been 
ascertained confidentially that the ship to be purchased 
4s the S.S. PRESIDENT JOHNSON. Further confidential 
information has been obtained to the effect that the 
Communist Party has allocated 25,000 of Party funds to 
be used as a binder in the purchase of this vessel. 


I wanted you to have the benefit of this information 
so that you might be kept currently advised as to the 
activities of the Communist Party. This matter is re- 
ceiving further attention. 


Sincerely yours, 


J. E, HOOVER 


BY SPECIAL MESSENGER 


a 


" 
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Chihuahua, Chihuahua, Mexico, 
November 30, 1940. 





The Honorable BN 
Josephus Daniels, J EN, 
American Ambassador, 
Mexico, D. F., Mexico, , 


Sir: 


I have the honor to refer to previous correspond~ 
ence of this consulate, particularly to my letters of 
July 23, September 12, and October 21, 1940, concerne 
ing conditions at the Spanish refugee colony at Santa 
Clara, Chihuahua, and to report herewith further de- 
velopments at the settlement. 


The local director of this colony, Antonio Martin 
Lunas, in a conversation recently advised the writer 
that only 120 of the original 450 settlers now remain 
at the colony and that he expects an additional 20 to 
leave in the near future. He further reported that a 
change in the method of allocating the property and 
distributing the products had been effeoted in order 
to put an end to the disputes which were occurting 
among the remaining colonists over control of the 
settlement. 


Under the new plan the property has been divided 
into two equal sections with the Santa Clara River as 
a dividing line, the one (southwestern) section going 
to a group of 100 refugees who expect to remain per- 
manently and cultivate the land, the other section to 
remain under the control of Srs. Lunas, Dalmau, Mar- 
assa, and a few other colonists, who are engineers or 
professional men of a higher order, to be operated in 
the form of a corporative ranch, The group in possess= 
ion of the southwest section will each receive 40 hec- 
tares of arable land and 40 hectares of pasture or 
forest land as private and personal property and may 
conduct their affairs without further central control. 


As yet, 


wn 
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As yet, no plan for the disposition of the 
equipment purchased by the colony hes been advanced, 
but it is reported that an equitable distribution 
will be effected and that the debts outstanding 
against the colony will be amortized by the local 
directors who hold the purse strings. 


Some little success in agricultural endeavors 
was achieved at the colony during the past season 
with crops of potatoes, oats, wheat and barley 
sufficient for the demands of the settlers and for 
seed for the coming year when a more active agri- 
cultural program is contemplated. However, it 
appears from statements by the directors of the 
colony that plans for a large industrial and agri- 
cultural community to be operated on a communal 
basis have been definitely abandoned and that the 
colony is rapidly becoming a community of privately 
owned farms. 


A member of the staff of this consulate visited 
the colony recently, was given permission to examine Ce 
the settlement, and reported that no ammunition of 

any kind was being manufactured or stored on the U. Ls 
premises of this Santa Clara colony of Spanish 

refugees. 


Respectfully yours, 


Lee R. Blohm 
American Consul 


In duplicate to the Department. 
Copy to the American Consulate at C. Judrez. 





PARTICIPANTS: M. Jacques Truelle, Counselor of French Embassy. 


TR: 
Buried 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Memorandum of Conversation 


DATE: December 2, 1940 


Robert Pell, Division of European Affairs. 


COPIES TO: 








ero 11498. 


M. Truelle called at hie request to discuss the 
situation of the Spanish refugees still in France. 

M. Truelle said that there were approximately one 
hundred thousand of these people remaining in the occupied 
zone, that their condition was pitiable, that enormous 
pressure wae being applied to the French Government both 
“from abroad" and internally to send them back to Spain 
unless they could be resettled elsewhere. 

The French Government had been in contact with various 
American Governments 2 notably those of Mexico, Chile and 
Venezuela -- whioh had indicated that they would be willing 


between 





=i275 


between them to take all the Spaniards provided (1) thet 
transportation was furnished; (2) that they were adequately 
finanoed and (3) that there was an indication from this 
Government that there was no objection. 

M. Truelle continued that a committee consisting of 
Mr. Samuel Guy Inman, Mies Freda Kirohwey and Dr. Cannon, 
of Harvard University, had visited: the Frenoh Ambassador 
and assured him that they now had a eufficient fund for 
financing the resettlement of these people, that the 
Mexican, Chilean and Venezuelan Ambassadore had called 
on him and repeated the assurances of their Governments 
that they were ‘prepared to take these people and that the 
Ambassador had been informed that arrangements were being 
made to provide shipping facilities under various Latin 
Amerioan flage. Ag a consequence everything now hinged 
on the attitude of thie Government. In this oonneoction 
Mr. Truelle expressed the hope that if the Ambassador of 
Mexioo, Chile or Venezuela called at the Department. to 
inquire as to the attituae of this Government he would 
not be discouraged or, perhaps, he might go so far a to 
hope thet he would be encouraged. 

In conolusion M. Truelle expressed grave feare as to 
what might develop with regard to the Spanish refugees in 
France unless something was done quickly. 

I said to M. Truelle that we had a humanitarian 


interest 


ait * 


interest in the fate of the unfortunate Spantarde and 
realize what e serious problem their continued presence 
in France must constitute for the Frenoh Government. I 
eaid that I had aleo recetived Mesers. Cannon and Inman 
and Mise Kirohwey and as a result of this conversation 
was not as confident ag M. Truelle seemed to, be that they 
had sufficient funds for the purpose in mind. The 
transportation and resettlement of large numbers of 
individuals was a very costly matter se we had learned 

in connection with the Dominican settlement project and 
Judging by their conversation with me I was not convinced 
that the committee had a very large amount of money at its 
disposal. I mentioned this merely as a caution because 
there had been so many disappointments in connection with 
the unfortunate Spaniards that I was concerned lest there 
ehould be a further setback due to a misappreheneion as 
to the true facts. 

I said that at first hand I could not see how thie 
Government would enter into a di tanautece between the 
Frenoh Government and certain Governmente of Latan:Amerioa 
regarding the resettlement of these people. If these 
Amerioan Governments were prepared to take the Spaniards 
as settlers it was certainly within their sovereign right 
to do eo. Of course it was normal at times like these for 
the American Governments to exchange views with regard to 
problems of this nature. 


Eu: Pell: Fw 


December 5, 1940 


Bu 
Mr. Atherton 


The attached note refers to the French Ambassador's 
convérsation with Mr. Welles on November 25, 1940 in 
which M. Henry-Haye put forth the suggestion that if 
the United States Government decided later through the 
Red Cross to send medical supplies and shipments of 
milk for the relief of the children of France on ships 
of the French flag or under Latin Amerioan registry 
those ships on their return Journey might tranaport 
Spanish refugees directly to certain Latin American 
countries. , 

The Ambassador in the first place made the state- 
ment that Mr. Welles promised on this oocesion to inter- 
vene with the British Government to obtain 7#Vicerts 
for the ehipments of foodstuffs being carried to France. 
I find Ao mention in the reoord of this assurance fron , 
from Mr. Welles. 

The Ambassador then made the statement that the food- 
stuffe will be sent to France on the ships which certain 
Latin American Governments propose to employ for the 
purpose of bringing Spanish refugees out of France for 


resettlement 


resettlement at various pointe in Latin America. The 
Ambassador’ is Jumping the gun on this point since it 
is my understanding that the Latin American Governments 
do not propose to send ehips but expect the American 
financiers of the project to hire ships and place then 
under Latin American registry for the transport, of the 
Spanish refugees to Mexico, Venezuela and Chile. It is 
my understanding, moreover, that the committee which is 
proposing to finance this transportation has not even 
begun to collect its money and in fact judging by 
@ form telegram which has been addressed to various 
Senators who have approaohed the Department it is merely 
proposing to hold its first Ayncheon meeting sometime 
in December to launoh a drive for funds under the title 
"The First American Rescue Ship Mission". Moreover, 
I had further ocnfirmation of this when I received a 
committee consisting of Mr. Samuel Guy Inman, Mise Freda 
Kirohwey and Professor Cannon, of Harvard University, 
recently and questioned them very carefully when they 
spoke of fleets of ships proceeding to Europe as to how 
muoh a fund they actually had in hand. They were, to 
say the least, extremely vague and I gathered that they 
have at the present moment very limited funde for this 
purpose. 

Regarding the Ambaseador's third point, that several 

Latin 
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Latin American Governments had approached the Frenoh 
Government with assurances that they are prepared to 
accept the Spanish refugees now in France, I attach 
@ memorandum of conversation which I had yesterday 
with M. Truelle of the French Embasey. 

My conclusion is that this whole affair is in a 
decidedly embryonic stage and that the Ambassador has 
leaped, without serious Justification, to several con- 
olusions. 

I believe, moreover, that this move in behalf of 
the Spanish refugees ie closely related to the Frenoh 
desire to raise the refugee question in general and that 


we should be very cautious about becoming involved. 


EutPel1: Fw 
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AIR 
American Consulate General 


STRLOTLY CONFIDENTIAL México, D. F., México 
October 25, 1940 


SUBJECT: Valuables Helonging to Spanish Refugees. 


The Honorable 
The Searetary of State, 
Washington, D. Oo. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to enclose a copy in transla- 
tion of what purports to be a memorandum made by 
sefior Uduardo Villaseiior of his conversation with 
Lioenciado Nareiso Bassols on September 4, 1939, 
when the former was Undersecretary of the Mexican 
Ministry of Finance and the latter Mexican Minister 
to the French Republic. 


The matter discussed in the interview while 
largely academio at this time is not without 
interest in view of the rumors now cirsuiating in 
México that endeavors will be made to introduce a 
large part of the jewelry and other valuebles 
belonging to certain elements among the Spanish 
refugees into the United States in order to sell 
then there. 


Respeotfully yours, 


Geo. P. Shaw 
American Consul 
In sextuplioate to the 
Department. 
Enclosure: 
Translation of memorandun 
of eonversation. 


RoM/aev=A 
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Translation/aev 
Mon September 1 


In yesterday's interview, Licenciado Bassols ex- 
pressed to me his intense desire to clarify certain 
matters relating to the handling of funds of the 
Spanish Government by the groups disputing them. 


He considers that the reunion of the so-called 
Permanent Commission of the Cortes lacks, as any 
other similar attempt, the necessary legal base, 
since, in fact, the Spanish Government does not 
exist. He estimates that if this or any other body 
has any importance, it is the political importance 
which the parties which formed the Government of the 
Tepublic might be able to attach to it in the form of 
support, at a given time, to any organism, institu- 
tion or person. 


That the Permanent was designated in 1936, when 
the head of the Government was Mr. Manuel Azafia, 
whose party, as a consequence, held the parliamentary 
majority, and, therefore, there was no doubt that the 
Permanent elected at the time reflected that majority. 


With the disappearance of the Government 
presided by Azafia as President of the Cortes and its 
substitution (on being elected President of the 
Republic) by other Governments (Largo Caballero and 
later Negrin), the parliamentary majority of the 
party of Azaiia became the parliamentary majority of 
the successive governments of Largo Caballero and 
Negrin. That is, if the Permanent had been elected 
in one of the last sessions of the Cortes, its 
constitution politically would have been different 
and the majority would have been held by the parties 
which firmly supported the last Government of the 
Republic, particularly the Socialist, Communist, 
Anarchist, eto. 


However, with the Permanent composed as it was, 
it is not strange that at a given time Mr. Indaiesio 
Prieto should have obtained a majority of 14 against 
7 (?), who during the last governments represented 
the same tendency as that of the President of the 
Republic, Azafia, according to the judgment of Licen- 
ciado Bassols. 


As that Fermanent Commission had not met in a 
very long time and as members were missing, dua 
either to death or desertion, a plan was adopted 
whereby a representative of the party to which the 
absent member belonged was designated to represent 
the party, with the result that the constitution of 
the Permanent, in its reunion in Paris in 1939, was 
the same as that of the Permanent constituted in 
1936, even though the political situation of Spain 
was very different. 


On 


On the other hand, he (Bassols) declares that in 
the meeting of the Directors of the Socialist Party, 
the motion of Mr. Indalecio Prieto was unanimously 
rejected and the Directors gave their support, also 
unanimously, to the polity of Negrin. 


Furthermore, aside from the similarity of 
tendenoies of the majority of the Permanent with that 
represented by Mr. Indalecio Prieto, Bassols points 
out that in order to hold this majority, Mr. Indalecio 
Prieto impressed in the minds of the members of said 
Commission the direct personal friendship of President 
Cardenas with him, which friendship was so close that 
both he and the President have a key to the place 
where the Spanish treasure transferred to Mexico is 
kept. 


Bassols assigns the same defects of lack of 
legality and of political signification to the Board 
for the Aid of the Spanish Refugees (Junta para el 
Auxilio de los Hefugiados Espafioles -- JANE) which 
the Permanent designated. 


Licenciado Bassols contends that compared to the 
above, a greater political, if not legal, significa- 
tion ts held by the Service for the Emigration of 
Spanish Refugees (Servicio para la Emigracién de Refu- 
giados Zspafioles -- SERE), which had been functioning 
and which had been organized by the leaders of the 
last Spanish Government, which in turn was formed by 
representatives of eaoh one of the parties which 
helped in the fight against Franco's rebellion and 
foreign invasion. 


He adds that the seleotion of all Spanish 
refugees sent to Mexico was made in proportion to the 
number of members which each party had in the SERE. 


In resumé, the argument is that, lacking a legal 
basis or political significance, neither the 
Permanent nor the JARE represents the true and active 
politicians in Spain,up to the moment of evacuation, 
to the same degree as the SERE. 


As regards the treasure kept in México, Licencia- 
do Bassols told me there had been published in Paris, 
in the form of pamphlets which could be purchased in 
the same places as newspapers, a detailed report 
which Mr. Indalecio Prieto submitted to the Councils 
of the Permanent Commission, in which report is given 
an exact account of the jewels, valuables and metals 
whioh constitute the treasure kept in México. 


That in a letter from Mr. Indaleoio Prieto, 
which he kept in his billfold, the concrete statensnt 
is made that said treasure is almost under the direot 


surveillance 


-3- 


surveillance of President Cardenas, the assurance being 
given that one of the keys to the place where the 
Sreasure is kept is in his possession. 


That this pamphlet is already known by Franco; 
that it is certain that Franco has already approached 
all securities and jewelry exchanges in the world, 
pointing out that the jewelry was abstracted from the 
Spanish Government and, therefore, it would probably be 
useless and in any case risky if these valuables and 
dewelry shoulé appear on the market. That said 
treasure being considered as belonging to the Spanish 
people, it would be difficult for México to explain 
to a new povexnaen’ which might be set up in Spain how 
and why México had disposed of all or part of that 
treasure, on delivering it into the hands of a Spanish 
citizen ox group of Spanish citizens, to the exolusion 
of others, ané that when the new Spanish government 
demands from Néxico an account of its intervention in 
this matter made publio by Mr. Indalecio Prieto, if 
México at this time delivers the treasure to be 
handled by a board originating from a Permanent Conm- 
mission which does not have a legal basis, or 
political representation, México could not satisfactor- 
ily explain its intervention, either from the point of 
view of international Law, or from the point of view 
of solidarity with Spanish democracy. 


That, as a consequence, said treasure should be 
kept indefinitely while there is not a change of 
government in Spain, which would again permit the 
establishment of a democratic government. 


That, finally, if the adage that the one who 
gives for safekeeping has a right to claim that which 
he has given is folloed, it cannot be understood that 
those who guard the treasure are holding it for the 
people sinoe the people gave them no right of 
representation. 


Licenciado Bassols did not fail to mention that 
Mr. Indaleoio Prieto presented himself among the 
Spanish refugees in France as the true representative 
of President C4rdenas, in detriment to the representa- 
tion which México has given him (Bassole) as its 
Minister to France. 





Mexico City, Mexigo, 
October £9, 1940. 
11650 
No. 


Subjects More Spanish Refugees to come to Mexico. 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 


Sir: 

I have the honor to transmit the Spanish text of a 
news artiole appearing in EXCYLSIOR of October 27, 1940, 
which states that the Mexican Government is continuing 
its plan to bring the majority of the Spaniards in 
concentration camps in France to Mexico, especially 
since it is now known that these refugees are in 
imminent danger of being turned over to Franco. The 
article continued by saying that it was difficult to 
find ships that would brave the danger of the navel 
situation, It was algo said that the companies willing 
to send ships have asked for sums which the Comittee 
on Refugees cannot afford to pay. 

Respectfully yours, 
aie Josephus Daniels. 
Enclosures 

Clipping from EXCELSIOR of 


Ootober 27, 1940. 
In triplicate to the Department. 


VETERANS of the ABRAHAM LINCOLN BRIGADE 


NATIONAL OFFICE 
12kAeebekth Got 55 W. 42 St. 
New York, N. Y. 
PQ 


Phone LOngacre 3-6214 
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October 20, 1939 


Mr. Myron C. Taylor, 

American Delegate, 

Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees, 
Department of State, 

Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 


I am enclosing herewith a copy of a resolution 
passed unanimously by the New York Post of the 
Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade at their 
meeting, October 18th, 1939, 


Respectfully yours, 


Daniel Groden 


Secretary - New York Post 
Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade 


DG:e 
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VETERANS OF THE ABRAHAM LINCOLN BRIGADE 
55 West 42nd Street 
New York City 


The Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade can never forget the heroic 
struggle waged against fascist invasion by the Spanish people. We, who 
as part of the Ijternational Brigades for over two years lived and fought 
side by side with this great people in their struggle to preserve their 
democracy, stand forever pledged to the assistance of the Spanish people 
and the members of the International Brigades now refugees in France, 


Therefore, the New York Post of the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade enthusiastically and unanimously supports the Spanish Refugee 
Relief Campaign in its appeal to the United States Government to take 
immediate recognition of the Spanish relief problem by: 


(1) Making available surplus commodities for the immediate 
YPelief of the Spanish refugees; 


(2) Making available American ships for the transportation 
of these refugees to such countries as are willing to 
accept them; 


(3) Granting to the Spanish refugees and meanders of the 
Internatianal Brigade the right of asylum in the United 
States; 


(4) Taking the initiative in protesting to the present 
Spanish Government the horrible reprisals it is in- 
flicting upon all Spaniards who supported the cause 
of the Republican Government, or who in any way failed 
to support the cause of the present fascist rulers, 


The New York Post of the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade 
furthermore urges the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees to con- 
sider the following items: 


(1) Steps to provide for the admission of Spanish refugees 
to as many countries as possible; 


(2) Means for transportation to those countries that agree 
to receive them; 


(3) Govern.ent grants for immediate assistance until such 
time as there is adequate solution of the problem of 
the refugees; 


(4) Representatione to the Franco Government for the granting 
of political amnesty in Spain and the immediate cessation 
of all reprisals, as a prerequisite of any return on the 
part of the refugees to Spain, 


It is directdd that this resolution be submitted to the President of 
the United States, Secretary of State Cordell Hull, Mr, Myron ( 
Taylor, American delegate to the Interngovernmental Committee on 
Refugees and to Mr. James G. McDonald, Chairman of the President's 
Advisory Committee on Refugees, 


In reply refer to 
ku 


Dear Mr. Grodeni 

The Honorable Hyron C. Taylor hae asked me to 
acknowledge receipt of your kind letter of October 20 
enclosing @ copy of a resolution passed by the New York 
Post of the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, 


Youre very truly, 


Robert T. Pell 
Aasistant Chief, Division 
of Zuropean Affairs 


Ky, Daniel Groden, Secretary, 
New York Post, 
Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, 
65 Weet 42nd Street, 
New York, N.Y. 


EutRTP:AB 10/23/39 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 





DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 
August 1, 1940, 


RTP — 
Bob: 


You may wish to handle these commu 
nications, The Spanish angle is entirely 
secondary, and I understand some shift in 
policy is in the wind on the general 
question of assistance to foreign political 
refugees in France, especially to 
"intellectuals", As you know, we have 
heretofore replied in the negative to 
communications urging extension of 
assistance in various forms to Spanish 
politicel refugees in France. I have 
noticed that most of these communications 
have urged (1) extension of "consular 
protection" to these persons in France; 
(2) intervention with the authorities 
there on their behalf; (3) cooperation 


with other governments in arranging their 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 





DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 
ae $e 

evacuation (in re Spanish refugees this 
is usually coupled with sugsestion they 
ve transported to Mexico); (4) provision 
of American flag vessels to carry these 
refugees from France to wherever they 
may be admitted for settlement; (5) -exten- 
sion of the "right of asylum"! to these 
refugees in the United States. I should 
appreciate very much having a copy for my 
information of the reply that may be mad 


to these various requests, 


Eur Nalin 


21 WASHINGTON SQUARE NORTH 


New York, New York, 
October 18, 1939, 


fe wiels4 
fe LAF 

Mr, Robert Pell, 

State Department, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr, Pell: 

Mr, Allen thought the enclosed might interest 
you, 
Sincerely, 


Secretary to Mr, Allen 


in reply refer to 
Eu 


Dear Jay? 

Very many thanke for having rent ta me your most 
interesting erticle with rerard to the Spanish refugeer. 
It 18 very useful for me to have thie information and 
I hope that I will be sable to send you some good word 
shortly in connection with this group in which you 
are interested. 


Bineoerely youre, 


Robert T. Pell 
Assistant Chief, Division 
of Luropeen Affairs 
Nr. Jay Allen, 
21 Washington Square North, 


New York, N.Y. 


Eu:RTP:AB 10/19/39 


Spain in France — 2063 schealteachers, 2446 printers, 
45,918 peasants, Also dentists, tea 





ors, surgeons, archit 2cts . 


Photograph by Tone Robinson 
209 electricians, 5922 woodwerkers, 10,272 mechanics, 
- and a hundred thousand old people and children. 


Hostages of Appeasement 


by JAY ALLEN 


"The experiment which opened to such bright hopes in the spring of 


1931 has been destroyed . . 


. chiefly by the fact that it was born into 


a fiercely illiteral world which betrayed it at every step’—New York 
Herald Tribune, February 7, 1939. 


REesuRRECTION oF THE Spanisit ReruBLic is N¢ 
war program of the Allies. 


i. Chamberlain has expressed his regrets to Czecl 
~sloval 





ON THE 





ho- 
and to Poland and promised them that they will 
rise again, The way things are shaping up cven this is a 
large order. But there was also Spain. It may well be 
that the redemption of Czechoslovakia and of Poland will 
call for a military triumph on a grand scale over the con- 
querors who now hold them. It is not so with Spain, For 
the Spanish Republic lies physically, as well as in a moral 
sense, on the hands of those who betrayed it, It can be 
saved by humanitarian endeavor, not by battle. For on 
French soil are close to 300,000 refugees—the flower an< 
sap of the Republic and the sole hope of the millions 
still in Spain under General Franco's ruthless improvisa- 
tions. Save them and the Spanish Republic is saved for the 
future, no matter what the political exigencies that main- 
tain the Generalissimo precariously in power for a tim! 

It is a commonplace to say that during centuries th 
were two Spains in a state of permanent civil war, hut 
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for heing a commonplace it is no less true. The dwindling 
minority of one of those Spains set upon the other and 
cought, with help from the most surprising sources, to an- 
nihilate it once and for all—to do with machine gun and 
bomb and foreign complicity what its predecessors with 
fire and stake had so signally failed to do long ago, 

In concentration camps, in labor battalions in France, 
in exile in the New World are the victims—the other 
Spain that had proved itself so generous in the brief years 
of the Republic. They are more than a cross-section of the 
Republic; they are its core. Spain was not a large country 
for all her imperial heritage; and among her twenty- 
three millions there were few who were, as Spaniards say, 
“prepared,” In the camps of France there are 2063 school 
teachers; the Spanish Monarchy could have done wonders 
with that many school teachers had it approved of educa- 
tion, There are 2440 printers—printers always seem to carry 
the spirit of 1789 in old societies, There are 2809 electricians, 
5922, woodworkers, 17,000 builders and masons, 10,272 me- 
chanics and 45,918 peasants—the enlightened workers who 
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were the backbone of the second—and oh so moderate— 
Spanish Republic, who thought of progress not in terms 
of revolution but in terms of the development of their 
own capacities, 

And there are dentists, pharmacists, nurses, opticians, 
architects, engineers, silk workers, topographers, agronom- 
ists, horticulturists, philologists, muscum directors, avia- 
tion mechanics, viticulturists, distillers, tailors, hatmakers, 
musicians, lockmakers, blacksmiths, breeders of Arabian 
horses, psychiatrists, bullfight surgeons and, in mode: 
proportions, army and navy officers. These were the rich 
and the hope of a people whom Havelock Ellis found to 
be the firmest-fibered race of alld 7 

- esought, pathetically, to establish a pleasant 
fhineteénth century republic in the thirties of this terrible 
“century. In other countries such talents are taken for 
granted and sometimes ignored; in Spain “preparation” 
for even the humblest task was the promise of a rebirth 
of a people that was poor in everything but genius. 

They were the Spain that wanted only to live and let 
live. But when this was not allowed them they fought, 
as no people have fought in our time. And because they 
fought against Fascism they were called “Reds.” Strange 














A relief truck arrives at the Villenoyes camp near Meaux 
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that in the debris of the Republic, the debris that is also 
its hope, there should turn out to be only some 8 percent 
of communists and they, for the most part, men wha had 
accepted a discipline that called for the maintenance of the 
political and social status quo, 

Beaten, the Spanish Loyalist. refugees came out of the 
war more of a nation than ever in their history. They 
were the first victims of appeasement and now, with ap- 
peasement presumably dead, they are still its victims and, 
tor the first time, their very survival is in doubt. 

France, at war, finds them an even greater problem. 
The children are being sent back to Spain when Franco 
authorities, claiming the parents to be there, ask for them. 
And remember that Franco’s punitive “Law of Political 
Responsibilities” applies to everyone down to the age of 
fourteen. All adults are under fearful pressure to go back. 
Franco has promised immunity from his “purification” 
processes if they are not guilty of what he calls “crime.” 
The sincerity of such an amnesty would have to be 
checked on the spot by an international commission which 
would see to it that Franco's definition of crime would not 
endanger the refugees, Since being a free-mason or a dem- 
ocrat or a socialist is defined as crime in the statutes of 
ionalist Spain, an amnesty might prove to be a very 
frail guarantee indeed. Of the 82,000 refugee militiamen, 
France has taken only 16,000 into industry and agricul- 
ture; 24,000 are in labor battalions; and 42,000 are still in 
concentration camps, where they have been for over cight 
months. One hundred thousand old men, women and 
children are also in camps. These are official French 
Figures. 

The point is not so much that these heroes of the first 
and, to date, only real war against fascism in Europe have 
sunk deeper into misery, It is that their hopes have been 
blighted, Their own carefully devised plans to transplant 
their Republic to the New World, there to keep it alive 
until the day when it should live again at home, have 
been cut short. Yesterday victims of appeasement, today 
they are hostages of appeasement; held thus to. please 
General Franco who, if he so deigns, can one day become 
the glorious ally of the embattled democracies. There is 
little hope of a change in the French attitude. Help must 
come from some other countries 
which are not yet so desperately 
engaged in the struggle for de- 
mocracy as to have to make such 
strategic capitulations in its 
name, 


The Spain That Was 


Front neLow THE PYRENEES COMES 
the echo of the firing squads 
cleaning up the unfinished busi- 
ness uncovered by the Non-Inter- 
vention Committee, and the day 
may well come, and soon, when 
General Franco will ask a price 
for joining in the crusade to save 
democracy. 

‘All this is a far cry from the 
epic days of the defense of Ma- 
drid in 1936. The Spanish Re- 
publicans were very proud then. 
They were sure, then, that they 
were fending off the menace for 
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all of Europe, and often in those early days you saw Spain 
pictured as a bull standing bloody but defiant with a Hit- 
Jer caught on one horn and a Mussolini on the other. That 
was in the days before the thing called Non-Intervention 
was shown up to be the beginnings of the formula for 
surrender that in its later, more brutal, aspects came to 
be called appeasement. There were still many illusions in 
Spain then. 

They thought that the Western world would come to 
understand. 

They knew that they hadn't énvented Spanish anarchism 
and Spanish Marxism; they were trying to save the sick 
society that fostered them. 

They thought that the societies born of the French 
Revolution and the nineteenth century would remember 
that democracy and simple freedom had been thought 


hold the fort, was lost to a dream called collective sceurity, 
For with Munich it was clear to everyone—who wasn't 
tied by a line—that the only collective action since sanc- 
tions were abandoned was collective security in reverse, 

But when they went under they got some fine obituaries 
in the papers. On February, 1939, when Catalonia was 
falling and only a few weeks were to pass until the Span- 
ish Hacha could be found to open the gates of the citadel 
of Madrid, the New York Herald Tribune carried a mov- 
ing editorial called “The Death of an Anachronism.” It 
read: 


All day Sunday and yesterday the wreck of the Spanish 
Republic was streaming northward through the passes of the 
Pyrenees—the weary crowds of peasants and workpeople, 
the escaping officials, the hungry women, the lost and of. 
phaned children and the broken fragments of a valiant army 








Thru photographs courtesy of Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign 


‘Twenty-four thousand Spanish refugees, such as these at the Barcares refugee camp, are in labor battalions at 50 centimes a day. 


worth fighting for long before it had reached its higher 
and fancier capitalist developments. And that once upon 
a time the defense of democracy by embattled farmers 
and other rabble was not deplored. 

When the earlier illusions had gone and they saw not 
only Britain and France but the United States collaborat- 
ing in a conspiracy to deny them arms in the name of 
“Non-Intervention” and “Neutrality,” while the generalis- 
simo’s friends suffered from no such inhibitions, they held 
on to the idea that the true democrats of those three 
countries would understand that the conspiracy was di- 
rected not against Spain alone but all free men every- 
where. 

They may have dreamed, as was their right, of the ds 
when appeasement would blow up in the faces of its 
authors. But when Munich came they knew it was the 
end for them, Nevertheless they fought on, in last ditches. 
The thin pathetic line of the Ebro held long after more 
formidable locationS had been surrendered elsewhere. 
Having known the bombers, they knew that there was 
worse to fear. 

_And some of them, the very wise, knew that with Mu- 
nich the Soviet Union, which had helped from afar to 
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—in one vast tide of disorganization and defeat. One thinks 
of the terrible retreat of the Greek armies through Anatolia 
in 1922; one thinks of the Belgian armies pouring down the 
roads from Liege in 1914; one thinks of the wreck of the 
Grande Armee in the long twilight at Waterloo or of the 
great defeats and routs of history—and one finds that none 
is quite a parallel for this mass fear and fight, this simul- 
tancous dissolution of an army, a government, a people and 
an idea under the merciless blows of modern warfare. . . 
the republic is dead. The experiment which opened to such 
bright hopes in the spring of 1931 has been destroyed—partly 
by its own ineptitudes and excesses, partly by the blind recal- 
citrance of the vested interests which it challenged, partly by 
the brute intervention of two alien dictators, but chiefly by 
the fact that it was born into a fiercely illiberal world which 
betrayed it at every step. 


The responsibility had been still more clearly under- 
lined by President Roosevelt who, a few weeks before in 
his message to Congress, admitted that our “neutrality” 
had favored the aggressor, “During those eight years from 
1931,” he said, “many of our people clung to the hope 
that the innate decency of mankind would protect the: 
unprepared who showed their innate trust in mankind. 
Today we are all wiser and sadder.” The Spaniards had’ 
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found a sanctuary at the Merelia settlement, in Mexico 


shown their innate trust. For had they not legislated their 
neutrality im aeteraum by writing the League Covenant 
and the Kellogg Pact into their Constitution in 1931? 

The obituaries were premature. When the Republican 
Army came out of Catalonia it marched in formation, 
flags flying, and its chief, Negrin, a biologist and physi- 
cian who had never asked more than to be left along, w 
the last to cross. They were proud. True they had yielded 
to the Condor Legion and other phantom invaders whom 
the Non-Interventionists had never been able to detect. 
(The Condor Legion has since shown its substance in 
Poland.) They were proud because they knew that in 
thirty-three months of war their nation had been reborn, 
the old Spain ground to bits and their return made in- 
evitable. 








What Americans Can Do 


IN FRANCE THEY WERE HERDED INTO CONCENTRATION CAMPS, 
quarantined for having fought too long and too well for 
democracy. Darker days were to come, as appeasement 
tightened. The Spanish Republic’s gold that might have 
kept them sheltered and fed was sent back to Franco. 
‘The generalissimo became a favorite with nice people 
‘The United States came forward with a loan of $13,500,- 
000 dollars for the Spanish dictator and the U. S. State 
Department admits no knowledge of executions. 

When Hitler entered Prague the Spanish Republicans 
felt certain that now would be an end to appeasement and 
they prepared to put the army of 150,000 that had come 
out of Spain at the service of France. 

Appeasement, gold, loans—all had failed to break the 
Axis, Then Stalin turned around and broke it and, break- 
ing it, he left the British and French to fight Hitler and 
continue to appease Mussolini and Franco, Not in all 
their nightmares had the Spanish Republicans dreamed 
that the war bied by appeasement would find them still 
quarantined, disqualified to fight for the cause they had 
defended alone for so long, and barred from the hopes 
of victory, if victory there can be, 

They were never abandoned altogether. In England 
they found sugh champions as the Duchess of Atholl, 
General Molesworth, the Dean of Canterbury, in Sweden 
Senator Branting, in France Cardinal Verdier who joined 
c 
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Academicians and others to give help to the Basques and 
Catalan child refugees. a 
In this country, for some reason, efforts by certain 
groups to label all Spanish refugee relief activity as some= 
thing bordering on subversion have been for a time more 
successful than elsewhere. This factor, together with the 
shift of interest and the uncertainties of the outbreak of 
the war, resulted in a ruinous falling off of contributions. 
In England and France the war has brought down the 
contributions almost to zero. No funds can be sent from 
England for such purposes, and in France general mo- 
bilization has paralyzed most of the relief work. 

The burden now rests largely on us. 

Alll of the relief organizations are determined to go on. 
The Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign, of which Secretary 
Ickes is honorary chairman, has asked the American 
Friends Service Committee (Quakers) to supervise the 
distribution of its funds as an ultimate guarantee of its 
non-political character. The Spanish Confederated Socie- 
ties have done likewise. Their efforts now, as throughout 
the war, are remarkable, considering that they draw on 
Spaniards resident in this country who are far from 
affluent. 

What is to happen now? Must all the plans worked 
out by Dr. Negrin—still in the eyes of most of these ex: 
iles the chief of their shadow government—and by the 
SER.E, the relief organization in France, for transport. 
ing the vast majority of the refugees to Mexico and other 
Latin American countries be dissipated now that the ships 
have stopped? Nine thousand have already crossed the 
eccan. In Mexico, with the help of a refugee Junta set up 
by Dr. Negrin in cooperation with President Cardenas, six 
thousand are trying to establish themselves in commerce 
and industry where they do not compete with Mexicans. 
Others are being settled on 350,000 acres of farming land 
now being colonized under Negrin’s auspices in Chi- 
huahua. 

What can be done in this country? 

We can, before loaning more money to General Franco, 
suggest that he might prepare himself to take the veil of 
democracy by granting an amnesty to the vanquished and 
in the meantime cease the bloodlettings. 

We can arrange to cooperate as a government with the 
Quakers and other relief organizations that are now ready 
to help with transporting and setding Spanish Republi- 
cans in the New World. 

Then there is the Inter-Governmental Committee for 
Refugees which, as we go to press, is meeting in Washing- 
ton. The Spanish refugees are not on their agenda and if, 
because of the intricacies of the committee’s procedure, the 
French delegation should have to ask to have the Span- 
iards considered, the committee might be encouraged to 
do so. It is to their interest to do so, for American opinion 
has suddenly become a precious thing and they must 
know that the struggle of the Spanish Republic has fired 
the imagination of many of us. In the minds of most 
Americans the cause of democracy is indivisible. 

Why should we do this? Debt of conscience. And self. 
interest too. The democratic Spain, sole inspiration of 
sixty million Spanish speaking Americans at our borders, 
cannot be allowed to die. 

Suppose that in the sixteenth century the Spanish Ar- 
mada had succeeded in its enterprise to bring fire to Eng- 
Iand. Then there would have been exiles or martyrs with 
such names as Spenser, Marlowe, Bacon, Dekker, Jonson, 
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Greene. A playwright from Stratford might have been 
among them. And had they been abandoned what would 
have been the loss to a liberal Anglo-Saxon civilization as 
yet unborn! 

We know what would be the loss to the Spanish spe: 
ing world today if the Spain that was never appeased is 
abandoned. It will die if abandoned. 

This is a problem for us. Our share in Non-Intervention 
helped make them exiles. Now we have a chance, without 
going to war, to retrieve the error, to consolidate what still 
remains. Failure to do so and its consequences in Latin 
America would be another error that we may never have 
a chance to retrieve. 

Ic is up to us. The British and French have their hands 
tied. We have not, as yet. 
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Depgartment of State Washn DC. 

Several Latin American countries have offered asylum to the 
Spanish refugees now finding asylum in FranceeTransportation 
facilities and funds are needed to make their offers of assistance 
effective. we respectfully request we bring this matter to the 
attention of the intergovernmental committee on political refugees 
and assure that the problem of the Spanish refugees receives a 
place on the committee's agenda. 

Mrs Henry F Grady 

Mp Leon Henderson, 

Rep Caroline O'day, 

Mr Mordecai Ezekiel. 
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE ON POLITICAL REFUGEES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON DC 
THE UNDERSIGNED EXPRESS THE HOPE OF MANY AMERICAN CITIZENS THAT THE 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE ON POLITICAL REFUGEES MEETING IN 
WASHINGTON WILL FIND IT POSSIBLE TO GIVE CONSIDERATION TO THE 
PROBLEM OF SPANISH REFUGEES NOW IN FRANCE. SEVERAL LATIN AMERICAN 
COUNTRIES HAVE ALREADY OFFERED THESE REFUGEES A HAVEN. 
TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES AND FUNDS ARE NEEDED TO MAKE OFFERS OF 
ASSISTANCE EFFECTIVE. WE FCEL 
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Rc22/2 JM WASHN DC TAYLOR WDC 

THAT SOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM OF SPANISH REFUGEES, THE BURDEN OF 
WHOSE CARE NOW FALLS WHOLLY UPON THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT, MERITS 

A PLACE ON THE AGENDA OF CURRENT PROCEEDINGS OF INTERGOVERNMEN TAL 
COMMITTEE. PRIVATE FUNDS ARE AVAILABLE TO SUPPLEMENT ANY 
CONTRIBUTIONS THE COMMITTEE MAY FEEL ABLE TO MAKE. WE SHOULD BE 
HAPPY TO PRESENT AN ESTIMATE OF THESE FUNDS OR ANY FURTHER 
INFORMATION DESIRED, IN ACCORD WITH THE PRESIDENT'S REQUEST 

THAT PRIVATE AND PUBLIC RELIEF EFFORTS BE COORDINATED. PLEASE 
REPLY TO 
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Dear Kre. Grady: 

Nr. Myron ©, Tayler has asked ne to acknowledge 
receipt of your telegram of October 15 expressing 
the hope of « group of American citizens that the 
Intergovernnentsl Committee will find 1t poesible 
to give conelderation to the prebdlem of Spanieh 
refugees now in France. 

The manéete of the Committee, which Ls s continuing 
conference of thirty-tyvo governments, 1e not extended 
beyond the refurees coming from Greater Germany. The 
guestion of extending the seope ie, hovever, before 
the officers and a Geolsion may be expected shortly, 


Sincerely yours, 


Stephen V. oc. Morrig 
Agting Secretary, Intergovernmental 
Jommittee on Politteal Nefugeer 
Mre. Henry Fe. Grady, 
The Highlands, 


Waehington, 0. C, 
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October 25, 1959.5 


MEMORANDUM FOR ( + te) 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


F. D. Re 


‘TELEGRAM 


The White Horse 
12muh la. m. 66 NT Washington 


nhe, New York, N. Y., Oct. 16, 1939 





MRS. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT: 


Having Just heard about international conference on refugees to be 
opened these days by President Roosevelt Phe Basques shall feel extreme- 
ly grateful if you would be willing to suggest or recomrend to the 

said conference the inclusion in their program of the Basque refugees 

in order it may be granted to them, elso the same facilities or advantages 
to be granted to the other European refugees. 


Ynchausti. 


TFRERE Aig con - a > flew 
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e White House 
lipOc 90, 14 ex 6: Ghe 
Washington 
JM WASHINGTON, D.C., October 16, 1959. 
THE PRESIDENT, 


Over two hundred thousand Spanish refugees are now finding 
asylum in France. Weernestly hope that you will find it possible 
to bring to the attention of the Intergovernmental Committee on 
Political Refugees the plight of these men, women and children, 
the burden of whose care now falls so heavily on the French 
government. Please be assured, Mr. President, of our full 
sympathy and support in the humanitarian purposes of the conference 
now meeting in Washington. 


Mrs. Henry F. Grady; 
Mrs. Emily Newell Blair; 
Mrs. Louis D. Brandeis; 
Mr,:Leon Henderson; 
Mrs. Caroline O'Day, 


ISAO. AST Mice ei Meat =, Fb Bi} 

TELEGRAM °° “oe (OSES 

13WUAB 97 D. L. The abe House 
Washington 


AW., New York, N. Y. Oct. 18, 1939 
THE PRESIDENT: 





Noting your speech before inter-governmental committee on 
political refugees, we beli xe American people would support 
your immediate negotiation, urchase from Great Britain and 
-- or France, British and -- nae French Guiana or Kenya Colony 
to be given free and clear to establish a soverign independent 
Jewish state not colony. Payment to be made by deducting a 
fair valuation of such area from the debt owed the United States 
by the nation ceeding the land. As long as millions of Americans 
remain unemployed admission of a single refugee here is a 
monstrous wrong to American people. 


The Christian Mobilizers, 
3196 Third Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 


LHF pefugese) ~Gliee Cla hy Cobra Bean, 


TELEGRAM ote) 


The White House J 
ashngton 


js, Montreal, Que., Oct. 16, 1959 


llwuh 1 a. m. 49 NT 


THE PRESIDENT: 


The peace-loving nations feel that there should be a helping hend 
given to the refugees of Europe. Should make peace with the refugees 
themselves by opening the borders of their countries by giving them 


a piece of territory at their disposal. Hope this great problem be 
solved. 


Rev. Abraham Wollach. 
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TELEGRAM 
The Mite House 


2poh 34 NL 8 extra a 
tdn, Brooklyn, + Y., Oct. 16, 1939 


THE PRESIDENT: 


Strongly urge you in include Spanish refugee problem an agenda of 
inter-governmental conference, also to use your influence on Span- 
ish government for amnesty for Spanish refugees. 


Bessie Zaton, 
Ida Bassett, 
Esther Smith, 
Mathilda Rovere, 
Helen Toal. 
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The White Aouse 
lpoh 34 NL 8 ex 8 a. m. dMlashingtow 


tdn, Brooklyn, N. Y., Oct. 16, 1959 
THE PRESIDENT: 


Strongly urge you to imlude Spanish refugee problem an agenda of 
inter-governmental conference, also to use your influence on Span 
ish government for amnesty for Spanish refugees. 


Mary Benedict, 
Rose Foybel, 
Betty Robinson, 
Majorie Beherns, 
Eva Harris. 
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Subjects AMERICAN BOATS TO BELG SPANISH MEFUGEES 
30 REXICO 
EP { 
sy 
Honorable 


The Secretary of Stee, 


Hashing born, 


= have the honor to inform the Lepartwent that EL 





AS4L teday published a tews Ltex which (in trans 


lation) states an follows: 


800 (Spain) 
Ads 


Rad, 


“AWERICAN SHIPS TO BRING MORE SPANISH RePCOrES To 
UEAICOs Tolegran to EL UNIVENSAL. Veracruze 
September 17,19¢06 On Saturday of next week the 
Awovioan Vessels ONIZANA and SILONEY of the ward 
Line will leave New York fer French ports in the 
Koditerrankan for the purpose of bringing the 
firat contingent of Spanish refugees who are to 
Ppa to Mexieo in accordance with Presidential 
COTS « 


The vossele are to arrive (from France) in 
this country around the middle of November, and 


will thon return to Europe. They will bring one 
thousand refugees each tripe" 


Reapectfully yours, 


Josephus Daniels, 


Im tripiievate to the Department. 


In reply refer to 
Eu 


Dear Mr, Reisesig: 

My, Taylor, who had to hurry off to New York, asked 
me to acknowledge the reesipt of your kind letter of 
October 17, 1939, in which you offer to place yourself 
at the disposal of the Intergovernmental Committee 
with information regarding Spanish refugees. Ur. Taylor 
will return to Washington next Yednesday end will try 
to arrange to see you, 


Bineerely yours, 


Robert T. Pell 
Assistant Chief, Division 
of European Affairs 
Myr. Herman F. Relsesig, 
Hotel Yagshington, 


Washington, B. Oo, 


Eu:tRTP:AB 10/19/39 


October 44 I98B 


In reply refer to 
Eu 


Dear Mr. EgekLelt 

I have received your letter of todey'e date enclosing 
& copy of a statement prepared by Mr. Nelasig regarding 
the Spanieh refugee situation. 

You may be assured that I will carry out your 
pequest and give thie to Mr. Teylor with your message. 


Sincerely youra, 


Stephen V. C, Norrig 
Aoting Shairsan, Perartmental 
Committee on Folitiesal Refugees 


Kr, Motdeent Ezekiel, Eeonomie Adviser, 
Offices of the Seoretary, 
Department of Agriculture, 


Washington 


Eur skiAB 10/13/39 
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FEDERACION de ORGANISMOS de AYUDA a la REPUBLICA ESPANOLA 


(F, O. A. R. E.) 





Balderas 37, Edificio del Consulado de Espafia Teléfono: L-06-84 


MEXICO, D. F. 





Octubre 24 de 1939. 


Srfs. de Estado del Gobierno do 7.2.1.U. 
Confoerencia Intergubernemental Pro Refugiados Politicos. 
Washington 


Sres: 


La Federacién de Orgenismos de ayuda a la Repiblica Tepatole, a la que 
estén adheridos todos los sectores de opinién je nuestro pefs, tiene el ho 
nor de dirigirse a ese Conferencia Intergubernemental Pro Refugiados Polf- 
ticos, manifoesténdole réspetuosamente nuestro deseo de que se acuerte el - 
més amplio derecho de asilo continental para los refugiados espaiioles en = 
Francie que deseen trasladarse a Anérica. 





Esta F.0.5.:.8. pide respetuosarente a ese Conferencie que acuerde di 
rigirse al Gobierno francés solicitando el mfximo respeto a las ideas poli 
ticas de los refugiados espaiioles en Francia, pidiéndole también que las = 
ideas polfticas de tales refugiados no sirvan de pretexto parse encarcela-- 
mientos, persecuciones u actos de hostilidad contra los mismos, ya .ue es- 
ta es la dnica manera de interpretar correstamente los orincipios democré- 
ticos y el derecho de asilo. 


Agradecemos a esa Gonferencia la atencién que dispense a nueste#a soli 
citud y le expresamos nuestros més listinguidos saludos. 





MeOe eRe? 


P.el Secretsrisdo. 





In reply refer to 
Bu 


Dear Mre. Grady? 

Mr. Kyron ©. Taylor hae asked me to acknowledge 
receipt of your telegram of Oetober 16 expressing 
the hope of a group of American eltizens that the 
Intergovernmentsl Committee will find it possible 
te give consideration to the preblem of Spanieh 
refugees new in. france. 

The mandate of the Committee, which is « continuing 
conference of thirty-two governments, is not extended 
beyond the refugees coming from Greater Germany. The 
question of extending the scope ie, however, before. 
the officers and a Gecision may be expected shortly. 


Sincerely youre, 


Stephen V. C. Morria 
Acting Secretary, Intergovernmental 
Committee on Politieal Refugees 
Mere. Henry F. Grady, 
The Highlands, 


Washington, DB. Cc. 


Eu:RTP:AB 10/19.39 


STANDARD TIME INDICATED 


RECEIVED AT 


Postal Telegraph 


Mackay Radio Qi! America Cables 


‘TELEPHONE YOUR TELEGRAMS Commercial Cables 


TO POSTAL TELEGRAPH 


Canadian Pacific Teleqraphs 





TD PORTLAND ORE 17 127P 
MYRON C TAYLOR 


STATE DEPT WASHN DC 


His 15 A Fut RegpFrenecramy caput 
GRAM OR RADIOGRAM UNLESS OTHERWISE 
INDICATER BY SYMBOL IN_THE 


Ahecwatamentobids 
Haas bhecan sot esses 
fee ontes rms conve mere 


(ON HAND AT EACH OFFICE AND ON FILE WITH 
REGULATORY AUTHORITIES. 





939. OCT 17 PM 5 29 


EARNESTLY REQUEST YOU INCLUDE PROBLEM OF SPANISH REFUGEES 


ON SCHEDULE OF INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE 
SPANISH REFUGEE RELIEF CAMPAIGN. 


TELEGRAM 


SUL. LE Wefongecat— —“Zeaetars Chrien Bp 


The ai House Pare 
8poh 47 NL 8 a. m. dBashington Ay 


tdn, Brooklyn, N. Y., Oct. 8, 1939 


THE PRESIDENT: 


We urge you to exert every ounce of influence first. ‘to have the 
Matter of the Spanish refugees placed on agenda of the inter-govern- 
mental conference second to obtain amnesty for these refugees from 
Spanish government third to have doors of the United States thrown. 
open to all refugees. 


Teachers Union,Chapter Tilden High School. 
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TELEGRAM par 

The White House 
Blashington 


td, New York, N. Y., Oct., 15;°1989 





lpoh 1 a. m. 21 2 ex NL 


THE PRESIDENT: 


Condition Spanish refugees critical. Urge consideration of 
problem at conference. Urge also pressure General Franco amnesty 
for Spanish refugees. 


Henry Danielowitz, 
Charlotte Wacker. 





The White House 
2poh 23 NL 4 ex 1 a. m. Washington 


td, New Yor, N. Y., Oct. 15, 1939 
THE PRESIDENI: 
Condition Spanish refugees critical. Urge consideration of problem 
at conference. Urge also pressure General Franco amnesty for Spanish 
refugees. 


Helen Weinberger, 
Marjorie Fine Israel Wallach. 


ob Repay 
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i 
td, New York, N. Y., Octe=tey~1939 


THE PRESIDENT: 

Urge consideration of Spanish refugee problem at conference. Urge 
also that you put pressure on General Franco for amnesty for 
Spanish refugees. 


Alan Rothenberg, 
Leo Goodman. 


IN REPLY REFER TO 


FILE No. 


THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 





DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 


Habana, Cuba, November 28, 1939 


Mr. Robert T. Pell, 
State Department, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Bob: 


The Habana newspapers report today the arrival of 570 more 
Spanish refugees.,# You will be interested in the attached 
copies of the Spanish memorandum on Spanish refugees, which I 
have just secured from W. Jacobs. I will call you from the 
office as soon as I return next week. 


Sincerely, 
a A Petts 


George L. Warren 


# in Santo Domingo. 


IN REPLY REFER TO. 


FILE No. @LW/ jm1 


THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 





DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 
Habana, Cuba, November 29, 1939. 


Dear Bob: 


There are enclosed two copies of the memorandum on Spanish 
refugees mentioned in my letter of yesterday. Please take note 


that the "W. Jacobs" of that letter is actually Douglas Jacobs. 


Sincerely yours, 


pili 


George L. Warren 


Robert T. Pell, Esquire, 
Department of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


Dictated, but not read. 


Signed by jml, by authority 
of Mr, Warren. 


A REPORT ON THE SPANISH REFUGEE SITUATION AND 
ITS POSSIBLE APPLICATICN TO THE COUNTRIES OF 
LATIN AMsRICA 


THE PROBLEM 

At the end of the Spanish War and the fall of Catalonia 

in January, 1939, there were suddenly forced to take refuge 
: onfrench soil nearly four hundred thousand Spaniards who coulda 
not, or would not, remain in a Spain which had become fascist, 

In the course of time since then a considerable number of 
these refugees have either returned to their own country or 
emigrated to other lands. At the b ginning of November, 1939, 
however, there still remained in France, according to the esti- 
mate of the French suthorities, 182,500 of these refugees. This 
estimate is considered by most competent observers to be ex- 
tremely conservative and there are at this time, in all probabil- 
ity, in excess of two hundred thousand republican Spaniards now 
on French soil. 

With the outbreak of the present war in Hurope the French 
attitude towards these refugees underwent a considerable change, 
a change which was dictated both by economic and political rea- 
sons. Those refugees who had been allowed to live with private 
families in French cities and towns were hurriedly rounded up, 
their police permits taken from them, and were returned to the 
large concentration camps along the French-Spanish border. In 
addition, la ge numbers of women and children who had been 
living in conditions of comparative freedom in refugee centers 
scattered throughout France, were hurriedly sent to the French- 
Spanish border and there pud behin @ barbed wire in the concen- 
tration camp of Argeles, which, in cident:lly, had been closed 
by the French authorities in the early part of the year because 


of its bad physical conditions. In addition, food, clothing, 
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Dlankets, beddings and medical supplies were in many instances, 
according to report of reliable observers, confiscated by the 
French authorities and used for other purposes, Without going 
into details all of which are available, it is sufficient to say 
that the Spanish refugees now in France are, with few exceptions, 
living under the most primitive conditions, without sufficient 
food, clothing or recical attention and with utter lack of 
freedom. 

It is true that of the ap;roximately two hundred thousand 


refugees now in France, some sixteen th 





sand are employed on a 
temporary basis in agriculture and industry. These persons, 
despite many restrictions imposed upon them, can be assumed to 
be relatively well off. It is also true that 24,500 ex-Spanish 
militia men are employed under the jurisdiction of the French 
military authorities in building roads and fortifications, 
but the vlight of these men is little better than that of their 
brothers in the concentration camps. They live a life of rigid 
military discipline without participating in any of the benefits 
which normally are given enlisted men in the army. While they 
are paid for their labor,this pay approximates fifty centimes 
per day after deductions are made for their maintenance. Many 
of these men have families in the concentration camps and in 
addition to the fact that they are not allowed to see them, 
they are, of course, totally unable to provide them with the 
necessities of life. 

Bad as is the situation of the Spanish refugees in 
France, it threatens to become infin itely worse because of 
the fact that the French authorities are embarked on a pro= 
gram which calls for the sending of all but a few Spanish 
refugees back to their own country in the immediate future. 


Under Franco's "Law of Political Responsibilities", 
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which imposes severe penalties on all those above the age of 
fourteen years who in any way assisted the Spanish republic 
cause, or who failed to assist the cause of the Nationalists, 
the majority of the Spanish refugees would be liable to penal- 
ties ranging all the way from death, through imprisomnent, to 
forced labor without pay. 

It is estimated by numerous conservative observers that 
approximately 45,000 Spanish refugees now in Trance would ac= 
tually be shot or sentenced to long terms of imprisonment which 
would be almost the equivalent of death, were they returned to 
Spain. 

Obviously, for these and for thousands of others the only 
solution to their problem is to find asylum in other countries and 
of all such countries those in Centr.1 and South America offer 
the best possibilities from the point of view of their economic 
needs, their political regimes and their cultural and racial 
heritage. 

THE MATERIAL 

Who are the Spanish refugees? Politically they include 
members of all those parties which supported the cause of the 
democratic Spanish republic, Many of them belong to no politi- 
cal parties. Virtually all of them can be adequately defined 
as democratic anti-fascists. (It is reported that approximately 
only 8% of the Spanish refugees now in France are communists, 
for instance, and these are men who firmly supported the 
democratic Spanish Governmen t). 

Analyzing these refugees on the basis of their occupations 
and training, we find that 2063 are school teachers, 2440 are 
printers, 2809 are electricians, 5922 are wood workers, 10,272 
are mechan ics, 17,000 are builders and masons, 45,918 are 


peasants and agricultural workers. In addition, there are 


-L- 
dentists, pharmacists, nurses, architects, engineers, topogra- 
phers, agronomists, opticians, silk workers, tailors, hat makers, 
blacksmiths, surgeons, artists, writers and a few professional 
army and navy officers, There are, in addition, an estimate of 
40,000 children and about 50,000 women ane old men. 


PRECEDUNTS 





That these persons, deriocratic, courageous and able workers 
should have the opportunity to start their lives anew in Latin 
American countries is obviously desirable from every point of 
view. And the historical precedents for such large scale imu- 
gration in the Americas are obvious. very country in the West- 
ern Hemisphere was settled to a large extent by political re- 
fugees and the present state of these countries is a monument 
to their courags, ability and democratic principles. Today, 


with the world beset by economic and ideological conflicts, 





infusion of Spanish anti-Fasoists into the populations of the 
Latin Am-rican republics could not fail to strengthen all West 
ern denocracy, and, too, the cultural heritage of all that was 
great in Spain and has been transplanted to the New World can 
be expected to flourish anew if strengthened by the sup»ort 

of those who so ably defended that heritage in their own coun- 
try. 

In referring to this fact one writer has seid: 

"Suppose that in the sixteenth centry the Spanish Armada 
had succeeded in its enterprise to bring fire to England. Then 
there would have been martyrs with such names as Spenser, liarlowe, 
B acon, Dekker, Jonson, Green. A playwright from Stratford might 


have been auong them, And had they been abandoned what would 






have been the loss to a liberal civilization as yet unborn?" 
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Three of the Latin American republics have already dis- 


played their awareness of these facts and their great humani- 


tarian principles by offering asylum to the Spanish refugees. 


6,000 such refugees are at present establishing themselves in 


Mexico under such circumstances as will allow them to be self- 


supporting without in any 





Mexicans. 2500 have been settled 





and approxix 





y entering into competition with the 


in Chile in a similar fashion 


tely 700 have recently arrived in the Dominican 


Republic with an additional 1300 reported on the way to that 


country. 


Smaller numbers of Spanish refugees have found refuge 


in other countries in the Americas but if thousands are to 


escape the fate that 


awaits them in Nationalist Spain other 


nations must facilitate their imnigration. 


THE 2 
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To transport and resettle any substantial number of Span- 


ish refugees is obviously a financial undertaking far beyond the 


scope of any private organization 


It is a task which requires the assistance of govermmentse 


or group of organizations. 


Such 


assistance need not necessarily be financial although money or the 


thin gs it will buy is essential, 

At the present time there is 
several thousand Spanish refugees 
New World through the utilization 
for that purpose. liven a limited 
evacuated from Frince until other 


cept them. 


transportation and maintenance of 


every reason to believe that 
could be transported to the 
of funds which are available 
number, however, cannot be 


countries ars willing to ac=- 


At this moment it is probable that funds for the 


about 10,000 refugees could 


be found were there imuigration visas available for such a 


number. 
entry into friendly countries for 


accemplished there are assurances 


The first step, therddbre, is to secure the right of 


these refugees. Once this is 


that the quéstion of trans= 


Bibie 


porting them, even under the present difficult conditions, could 
be solved. 

There remains, of course, the intensive problem of resettling 
such a large group but even here a partial solution could be 
expected through the efforts of private relief agencies in North 
and South America. And once it is shown that a partial solution 
can be attained through private efforts there is reason to be-= 
lieve that certain friendly governments will be more willing to 
help in bringing about a complete solution by lending their 
monetary assistance either in the form of cash, land grants, 
services or comidities. 

One method of saving between 10 and 45,000 persons from 
the most severe persecution which awaits them in their own 
country might be found by setting up various distribution cen- 
ters for the refugees in the Western Hemisphere. 

Under such a scheme three or four friendly countries, 
strategically located, might admit the refugees on a temporary 
basis and private and governmental r lief agencies might then 
undertake to maintain these refugees, at no cost to the country 
offering them refuge, until such a time as they could be ab= 
sorbed in to other countries through normal channels of imnai- 
gration. 

Developing this idea it can be suggested that the refugees 
might live, during their temporary sojourn in the country admit- 
ting them from France, in model barracks which could be built 
on land to be supplied by the country granting refuge and which 
could be constructed and maintained by private refugee agencies 
in other countries. 


The advantages of such a plan lie in the fact thhat it 


oy ee 


could be quickly effected and wohld act as a temporary solution 
until a more permanent one is found. 
CONCLUSION 

To summarize: 1) There are apvroximately 200,000 refugees 
in France the majority of whom cannot return in safety to their 
owm country. The French Governnent, for political and economic 
reasons, is unable to maintain these refugees and indicates in 
many ways its intention to return them to Spain at an early date 
despite the tragic consequences to them. 2) These refugees, 
racially, culturally, politically and economically offer the 
Substance of highly desirable selective imiigration to Latin 
Auerican countries, 3) The necessary funds for transportation, 
maintenance and resettlement must come fron both governmental 
and private sources but enough money can be found thiough private 
sources to at least begin an attack on the problen. 4) What is 
necessary immediately are offers of the right of asylum from 
Central and South Amsrican republics together with such facilities 
of political and economic nature as those governments can offer. 
5) The urgency of the matter is so great that long range plan- 
ning will not pr vent severe reprisals being imposed on the re- 
fugees unless a considerable number of them are in the meantime 
evacuated from France. Therefore, it is suggested that some 
temporary measure be undertaken and that this measure 13 ght take 
the form of the establishment of distribution centers in the 
Western Hemisphere from which the vefugees could go to nore 


permanent homeSe 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Memorandum of Conversation 
pate; November 28, 1939. 


SUBJECT: Dispateh of President Harding to France to pick up Spanish 
* refugees bound for Santo Domingo and other Latin American 
ports, ship to sail under American Friends Service Committee 
charter. 
PARTICIPANTS: Mr. John F, Rich, representing the American Friends Service 
* Committee, 20 South Twelfth Street, Philadelphia. 


Mr. James H. Keeley, Acting Administrative Officer, 
Special Division. 


COPIES TO: Ku, Le, FA, A--, A-B. 





to represent the American Friends” 
Service Committee, 20 South Twelfth Street, Philadelphia, called re- 
garding the possibility of the S.S. President Harding being permitted 
to go to a French port (Bordeaux) under A.F.S.C. charter to pick up 
Spanish refugees for transfer to Santo Domingo and other Latin American 
ports. He stated that the committee already has sufficient funds to 
initiate the venture (that is, the use of an American ship for this 
purpose) and he understands that permission has already been secured 
from the Government of Santo Domingo to admit 2,000 of these Spanish 
refugees from France. 





Mr. Rich said that his committee had, prior to the outbreak of 
hostilities in Europe, used French ships for this purpose (four or 
five he thought), but that these were called in for war service by 
the French Admiralty at the beginning of the war. In reply to my 
query, he stated thet they had endeavored to obtain neutral shipping 
for ae purpose but without success as all neutral shipping is fully 
engaged. 


The American Friends Service Committee hopes and expects to se- 
cure the admission of important numbers of refugees into other Latin 
American countries, Mr. Rich stated that there are approximately 
200,000 Spanish refugees in France requiring settlement elsewhere but 
that his committee is particularly interested in the higher types which 
constitute perhaps ten percent of the whole number. 


The A.F.S. Committee is assured, said Mr. Rich, of the cooperation 
and assistance of other relief agencies, notably the International 
Commission for Assistance to Spanish Refugee Children. Dr. Negrin, 

former 
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former Prauier of the Spenish Republic, through an organizae 
thon, the "S.uekae", Ls pertioulerly Laterestea anda has 
subatantial funda at his disposal. 


Ke Righ gald that the whoke problem La at present sone~ 
what one of which comes first - the chicken or the eg: - in 
that whether or not the cormittee is sable to charter the 
mt 3 willl éepend upon whether or not the Amerioan 
veranent w per it the vessel to go to a Prench port to 
carry Spanish refugees to Latin Auerlea, and whether the come 
mitter can get funda auffletient te finer 198 the projeot, as well 
as secure the versission of Latin Anerienn Governments to admit 
a auvotantial number of these refugees, depends somewhat upon 
whethor the American Government will crant the permission sought, 
ond finally whether his committes will definitely ask for this 
ermiesaion will somewhat depend upon whether the 5. Se President 
faeting gen be chartered. 


kr, Rich said thet hia cell at this tinue was principally 
to saquaeint the Depertuent with the plans that his committee 
has. in mind. 


I suggested thet if and when the coanittee's plans were 
more mature bir, Kieh might wish to address himself to the 
Depertuent in eriting. Thie he said he would eventually do. 


lacidentally, Ur, Mich said he had discussed this matter 
with by. Rornen Davies thia norning and thet by, Davia, while not 
advorae ‘< aponseoring the plen to the oxtent of doing’ whlling to 


have the 2 go to Pranee under Anuerican Red Cross 
auspices, Tre oe Telt that the State Department micht 
perhaps brant the por Maton Seaired without Red Cross ccopera- 


tione 
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Cordell Hull:- 


Reliable information received from Europe states that French 
authorities last week raided Paris offices of Sere, the 
Spanish refugee emigration service, seized money and documents. 
Such interference with Zr. makes virtually impossible its 
humanitarian progrem of transporting Spanish refugees to 
new homes in Latin America. On behalf of thousands of 
American supporters of this work we urge that you protest 
actions of French authorities through our Ambassador and 
ask thet French Government allow Sere to continue its great 
task of assisting brave Spanish anti-fascists. 

Rev. Herman F. Reissig, Executive Secretary, 


Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign, 
(Secretary Ickes, Chairman) 


381 Fourth Avenue, New York City 


pec2aie® 
New York Herald Tribune 





Spanish Refugee Parley 


é Soa ts RE \ 
Delegates of Six Nations to Attend 
1 Conference in Mexico 

A Pan-American conference to 
solve refugee problems presented by 
ithe Spanish Civil War will be held 
iin Mexico City from Feb. 7 until 
Feb. 10, it was announced yesterday 
by the Rev. Herman F. Reissig, 
national secretary of the Spanish 
Refugee Relief Committee. Mr. 
Reissig said delegates from the 
United States, Cuba, Chile, the 
Argentine, Uruguay and Mexico 
would attend. 

Mr. Reissig also announced that) 
the “100,000 dimes campaign” for) 
the relief of Spanish refugees in- 
terned in southern France had re- 
ceived $350 yesterday from pre- 
Christmas solicitations, 





THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Habana, Cuba, March 6, 1940. 


SUBJECT: Information on the Isle of Pines Trust 
Estates, Chicago, Tllinois. 


THE HONORABLE 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON. 
SIR: 


I heve the honor to refer to this office's des- 
pateoh No. 1430 of February 27, 1940, in which an in- 
vestigation was requested of a promotion scheme known 
as the Isle of Pines Trust Estates, There are en- 
olosed copies of a report on this projeot which has 
been received from Mr. A. B. Kelm, an American citizen 
residing on the Isle of Pines, and this office has no 
reason to doubt his version of the matter. It is un- 
derstood that one Cameron Wall, a resident of Chicago, 
Illinois, and a nephew of the Robert I. Wall referred 
to in the enolosure, is also interested in the pro- 
ject. This office has been informed that Mr. Dick 
is probably the same person who attempted to start a 
dog racing track at Winter Haven, Florida, but abandoned 
it after meeting severe local opposition. He is also 
supposed to have been Republican candidate for Governor 
of Florida in 1928. 
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The Consulate General will continue to keep 
the Department informed of any further information 
which may come to its attention in conneotion with 
this scheme. 

Respectfully yours, 


Coert du Bois, 
American Consul General. 


Enclosure: 
1. Sopy of report from 
Mr. A. B. Kelm. 
850.1 
PE/tr 


(Submitted in quintuplicate) 
Copy to the Embassy. 


Enclosure No. 1 to despatoh No. 1446 of March 6, 1940, 
from Coert du Bois, Amerioan Consul General at abana, 
Guba, on subject “Information on the Isle of Pines Trust 
Estates, Chicago, Illinois", 


SOURCE: Mr. A. B. Kelm, 
Nueva Gerona, 
Isle of Pines. 


Mr. George L. Diok is the active operator on the 
Isle of Pines and he makes very frequent trips to 
Havana in the interest of this new settlement project. 
This person several days ago informed me in a general 
conversation to the effect that his concern has obtained 
from the Suban Government a permit to bring into the 
Republic, ten European refugees per month, for settlement 
in the Isle of Pines. 


That each refugee must possess a minimum of $2,700.00 
which he considers sufficient to construct a small house, 
purchase the land and plant out a fruit grove, tungnut 
Plantation or go into small farming. Further that his 
company has perfeoted arrangements with a land company, 
whereby each parcel of land may be extracted from a large 
mother tract, as the refugees arrive here. I understand 
that this land selling deal will take place several miles 
outside of the township of Santa Fé, on a tract of land 
known as the San Carlos tract, now owned by a former 
resident, namely Mr. Robert I. Wall. This evidently 
means that the Isle of Pines Trust Estates Resettlement 
Project does not intend to buy any land outright for set- 
tlement disposition, 


The land is located in a remote section of the Isle 
of Pines and is believed to be suitable for general agri- 
eulture. However, the proposition of growing citrus 
fruits, or tungnuts will turn out to be a very risky 
venture in the face of the many obstacles that might be 
considered, People, coming into the Isle of Pines, with- 
out a thorough knowledge of looal agricultural conditions, 
will find it very difficult to succeed, 


Mr. George L. Dick desired very much to buy or rent 
the Santa Rita Hotel in Santa Fe, but the liquidators 
of the bank saw fit to dispose of the property to another 
party. After the hotel transaction was completed, Mr. 
Dick communicated with the present owners of the hotel, 
as per enclosed copy of letter. I am not informed as to 
the reply that may have been made by Mr. Amable Ordonez 
to the lease proposal advanoed by Mr. Dick. I may be 
able to obtain definite data in a few days and be glad to 
communicate the details at such time. 


People here are of the opinion that Hx. Dick is just 
a real estate promotor and his entire interest in the 
Isle of Pines rests with the disposition of rural lands 
to foreign refugees. ‘whether these refugees oan make a 
living here or not will not concern him very much. I am 
certain that if Mr. Dick knew more of the local conditions 
he would de very careful in selling only such lands and 
to such individuals that might prove of benefit to the 
Isle of Pines in general. 


Copied: fr 


New Yor, votrucry 14, 1940. 


Mr.byron ¢.Taylor, 
72 
New York city. 


Dear sirt~ 


ny the letter of Introduction of : r.iienry :.feftb, you nust 
have rcalized how I wis interested to have an interview with you, and 
how sorry i um, for not havine had the opportunity te see you. Novere 
theless, i must thank you for your iuterest about the bescue CaBe, as~ 
king we throuch r.Georce i..warren, o memorandum about the mv itter, 


having a great admiration for the Basques, and a egrcat sine 
pathy, because of their gene as victins of the two pains vho foycht 
the Gly war, since the very wdaing, of the exodeus of the inascue 
Country, i have tried w do my best for the welfare and velicf of the 
Basque refucees In Yrance helping vy all pos. ible ceeans to the Dascue 
Government in this task, and organizing a basque children colcny supe 
ported by my own near our propertvy in the -asses enecs, trance. I 
also promoted,in freneh clrelos, tho help to the Suscues.e “he result 
of these efforts, thunks to the creat and « vo cooperation of lis 
Lxcellency iishop clenent UATUTWU, of . iro ox (lundes), ronee, 
has been the cron the "Comtdé Natlay alioue 4% .eevctl cm 
Basques", ond lebter the oronis HAA TDI ALS Dio 
ALS DR Gs VEST, 



















tion of 


0, YOu can see that oll ry cetivities have been clways dircee 
ted dn hugunitarion lines only, and, aot cnsush fouiliarizea with poe 
litical problems, I thoueht thet the Bescue Dolegetics Li 3 
in a betier vosition ena more qualified, to propure the LOA 
that you ave recuested, with a complete and recurste ctuosition uns 
ger wie hunuaniterian ond ,olitieal imles, which sean to be so united 
in the buscue problan. 









I suppose elys.dy da your hands the 2oatione2 MEMODM NU , 
tended this worniag to .r.George L..arrcn. ea prepared by 
tho Basque Delorate -x..nnuol de lo ota, of a very prorducnt eathoe 
lie fanily of siibno lisiscaya) and extremely cultic 
the main ouners of the "Sota ond cgnar Stonaship Company 5 
moot in ortunt stoumahip company in the iberian voninsula 
terprige "usisalduae", vory tocort=1t in skinbutidi fs Tuxl of the 
"Siderurgica del. oditerrsnvo’, in to, Yalenela. The Uiited sta= 
tes Steel Company nish Peeve reoore ? cere thaa one bussiness done 
with these pcople a i hier, wir Rumon do la cota Keil. vas 
knigated by the ling of gland, for his serviecs to the allies, due 
vr. the world wor of lulielslo. He had slsc from his cneestora the 
title of iKiaxques de Liano, 















I hope that, as soon as you sheli be intermed «bout the 
basque Case, you will toke interest in the same, ant you will rece 
lise all whot deserve this noble poople, so perscoutei, oppros:cd 
and ocalumiated. Aud Imncwing oll your generous activities favour 
of the suffar: peoples of the world, I am sure you vill do also 
ell you can in favour of the basques. 


= 


AS semplenent of the mexorandum of the Bascue Delegation in 
dew York, for further information, I would. % you to commicate es 
soon as possible, with rraidest José Antonio de Aguirra, of the exiied 
Basque Loveranent, In Paris, 11 Avenue Margeau.e And I believe it may 
be very usefvll, te ivésident Aguirra could appoint a repregentative in 
xome, te cooperate in the conversations that you may heve with wis Hoe 
lioness ius KIT, about the tragioe situation of the Easoues, 


if you go to Yranec, I think you might be glad to get in touch 
with french personalities font iiarized with the Basque question, not only 
to kaow their views under the huuanitarlas angle, but also in ad othor 
respects concerning, the aeflaitive solution thet may be given to Duzkadl 
(the sake coun ty) écoordingly, i would suggest you to somunicate withs 
ieecLlency p Clement LATETEU, of cire and ‘ex (Landes) France; 
amlacnos Cardinal dcan Vor , seenbishop of aris} None Auguste — 

» Vibes, UndersJecretary of “tate,in Frances or. rnest Pezet, 
out of the Womulssions d'atfuire otrangéres” of the Chamber of 
5 ranee; “r.Vrengois Maurden, of the Preneh Academy; “r.JSacques 
writein and othe But ver (ould sb you to have a tec 
with Bishop iiathicu, iibes ond ernest 
$e266 aad fresageia oa 4 bles 
and in the best term malitios 
belong ta the"Ligue I a i 
be very glad to send you Ea sir of flees 
are at 26 Avenue ioghe, 4 
UAghop Methieu, and seera 


It will ke : 










































2 amy sdditica 













Ravor 1% in this | 
ans hal tons trouchsh 
the "aly rs, 


in the conrersatio 


th you, I hed the purpose 
to a sk your odds Pt 


y Lor the (oily father, 
gresonted by -i t-Greyortlous ond pro- 
oo ber of alee pk : the Led Basques. 

But I am afi 3 x to have the honour to toik with you, 












Lor George (.W/arren ds goins tc 
Tancua of the basque voveranent uelogation 
may give co co.y tO “P.Surmer cells, when T ‘ 
sideat .guirre, as well ag the french pp itles mentioned ln this le} 

vo AG XT deo not doubt or.Gurmer ells ¢ 2k with borejuguste Charne- 
de bes, yould you mind telit 1 tO cu mtion in his conversation 
tc cope of the Cascucea, and mis vier ear? 


1 to copies of the ene 
w ‘ork, in order that you 
eure olse hear the rré~ 








the tregic situation of the Lascucn dpe cneuch to teke sericune 
dy inte consider. vion tha Case of the Seaques, whieh alse is of ne less 
aporbenes, Go gered under the ancle of the setblenent of -european poae 
eo and affairs. 


fay Cod assist you in the magnificient enterprise you are soiling 
to undertake, and for which you hove the simpathy ond ndérdre bon of aah 
poace lovers and the gratitude of the suffering world. 


Vory gratefuli ond most respectfully yours, 















Manuel Hoasde YNCHAUSTE 
The Cropdon 
242 East 6th. strect, 
New York City. 


March 12, 1940 


Dear Mr. Warren: 

Thank you very much for your kind letter of March 11, 
1940 enclosing copies of a memorandum and a supplementary 
letter regarding the problem of the Basque refugees who 
are included among the Spanish refugees now in France. 


Sincerely yours, 


Robert T. Pell 
Assistant Chief, Division of 
European Affairs 


George L. Warren, Eequire, Executive Sedretary, 
President's Advisory Committee on Political Refugees, 
122 East Twenty-Second Street, 
New York, New York. 


Eu: RTP: AB 


PRESIDENT’S ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
ON POLITICAL REFUGEES 


Hamilton Fish Armstrong 122 EAST TWENTY-SECOND STRE ET, NEW YORK 
Paul Baerwald 

Joseph P, Chamberlain 

Basil Harris 

Louis Kenedy 

The Most Rev. Joseph F. Rummel 

James M. Speers 

Rabbi Stephen 8, Wise 

James G. McDonald, Chairman 

Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, Secretary March 11, 1940, 


Mr. Robert T, Pell 

Assistant Chief, 

Division of Buropean Affairs 
Department of State, Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr, Pell: 


From time to time at our various conferences I have 
mentioned the problem of the Basque refugees who are 
included among the Snanish refugees in France. En- 
closed are copies of a memorandum and a supplementary 
letter supplied by the Basque group in New York to 


Mr. Taylor just prior to his recent departure for abroad. 


This material is for your information and requires no 
action. 


Yours very truly, 


pi Mattes 
Enclosures George L. Warren. 


GLI: J 


t ag 
a 


George L. Warren 


Executive Secretary 
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MEMORANDUM 
ON THE 
BASQUE PROBLEM. 


Presented by THE BASQUE DELEGATION 
IN THE UNITED STATES. 


New York, February 13, 1940. 


Ha ving in mind that "the fundamental condition 
of a just and honorable peace is to assure the right of 
life and independence of all nations, large, small, . 
strong or weak" -(Point One of the Five Points ennncia- 
ted_by His Holiness Pope Pius XII, in His Peace Program 
of December 24, 1939)- and “that "a point which should 
attract particular attention if better arrangement of 
Europe is wanted, concerns the real needs and just de- 
mands of nations and peoples as well as of ethnical mi- 
norities" -(Point Four of the Five Points enunciated by 
His Holiness Pope Pius XII, in His Peace Program of De- 
cehber 24, 1939)- the Basque problem is of the utmost 
importance and interest in the settlement of European 
affairs, and the following facts should be taken into 
consideration:= 


l.- The Basques, possessing well marked national 
characteristics, having an historical tradition, a lan- 
guage of their own, racial features, and those inherited 
customs which in every age have given them a place among 
the most ancient peoples of Europe, constitute a national 
political reality, with a tradition for liberty, christian 
democracy, and legal consecration. 


During the past century the Basques have been 
struggling to regain their ancient liberties, taken a= 
way from them by treachery and imposition in 1839. The 
Spanish Republic in 1931 opened a minimum legal course 
in the Constitution for the restoration of Basque Auto- 
nomy establishing that the municipalities of the Basque 
Coummtry -Euzkadi- should approve the Autonomy which should 
later be confirmed by a plebiscite. 


The Municipalities of Euzkadi approved the 
Autonomy, confirmed in a most brilliant manner by the 
Basque people on November 5, 1933, 84% of the total 
electorate voting in favor of Autonomy. This plebiscite 
made possible the future establishement of an autono-= 
mous Basque regime, created on October 1936 under the 
Presidency of the leader of the Catholic Basque Natio- 
nalist Party, His Excellency José Antonio de Aguirre. 


With the occupation by force of arms of the 
whole of the Basque Country by Franco, the ancient li- 
berties of the Basque people were once again abolished 
and the legitimate Basque Government, except for one 
of its ministers who was captured and executed, compe= 
lled to go into exile. Nevertheless the Basques have 
not given up their struggle for the restoration of 
their lost liberties, and it can be emphatically sta- 
ted that there will not be a lasting peace in the Ibe- 
rian Peninsula as long as the national rights of the 
Basques are not taken into consideration. 


Ren When the rebellion against the legally consti- 
tuted Government of Spain broke out, the Basques had no 
political connections whatsoever with the political Spa- 
nish parties of the left or the right. The rebelgshow~ 
ever, from the very begining of the civil war, attacked 
the Basque Country, and at once commenced a furious per- 
secution against those Basques who happened to be in 
their occupied territory and were not identified with 
the cause of Franco. 


When the Basque Government was constituted 
under the shadow of the sacred Tree of Gernika on Oc- 
tober 8, 1956, it found itself confronted by two pro- 
blems of the greatest importance, the defense of its 
territory against the attacks of the enemies of the 
Basque liberties, and the maintenance of public order 
threatened by the presence in Euzkadi of Spanish left 
extremists, supporters of the Government of Spain. To 
this Spanish Government however, it is important to 
note, that according to a collective letter of the Spa- 
nish Bishops, Catholics were both bound to obey and 
submit. To this Government too, were accredited the 
official representatives of those countries with whom 
Spain had relations, including those who were the al- 
lies and supporters of Franco right from the early 
days when the movement was merely being prepared. 


S.- The Spanish civil war, imposed upon the 
Basque people against their will, after one year of 
heroic and stern resistance, brought the following 
tragic vicissitudes to the Basque Nation:- 


DEATHS AT THE FRONT.........eeeeseeeesees 15.000 
CIVIL POPULATION KILLED BY AIR RAIDS..... 5.000 
EXECUTED WITH OR WITHOUT TRIAL,MORE THAN 14.000 
IMPRISONED. ...ccsccccncccsccccsesicessssee 80.000 
IN CONCENTRATION CAMPS.. e+ 30.000 
PRIVATE PROPERTY SEIZED............- «+ 100.000 
OTHER MINOR PENALTIES. .............e00024 50.000 
FORCED TO FLEE FROM THEIR COUNTRY........ 120.000 











Total. ..........-2220- 364.000 


The Basque Clergy has also suffered the 
consequences of Franco's persecution:- 


PRIESTS EXROUTED 6. sc seecseiasasiasecccoeese 17 
PRIESTS IMPRISONED. .......ccecessecccceee 155 
PRIESTS IN EXILE INCLUDING THE BISHOP 

OF VITORIA.... 400 


According to a dispatch sent from Rome by 
Camille M.Cianfarra which appeared in the issue of 
the "New York Times" of January 26, 1940, the si- 
tuation in the Basque Country is the following:- 


"In the Basque Territory alone it is repor- 
ted, 30.000 persons are held in prisons and 20.000 mo= 
re in concentration camps. 

Priests still held in the Carmona jails num- 
ber sixty, according to the report in possession of 
the Vatican. Two thousand women, it is said, are in 
the Bilbao jails, waiting to learn their fate. In De- 
cember, twenty-five persons were executed." 


We are not going to insist or emphasize on 
the crimes perpetuated against the Basque civilian po- 
pulation during the civil war, but it is important to 
point out with some detail the tragic situation of the-= 
se Basques who are suffering the oppression of Franco 
and of those who are suffering the consequences of exile. 
As for the Basques who are imprisoned or held in con- 
centration camps, it is a bounden duty of humanity to 
point out and remedy the appaling situation under which 
they are living, overwrowded, undernourished and su- 
rrounded by deseases, of which tuberculosis is the 
most prevalent. 


As for those Basaue priests who have been 
imprisoned or executed, their best praise comes from 
their Bishop, His Excellency Don Mateo Mujica, Bishop 
of Vitoria, who wrote: "from Franco to the last of his 
soldiers, they should not shoot these priests, but kiss 
their footprints". The majority of these priests were 
not tried by a military or civil court, and all have 
been deprived of that right inherent in Canon Law of 
being judged by an ecclesiastical court. 


The plight of the Basque refugee is today 
indeed extremely dramatic. From the very begining, 
since July 1957, the exodus of the Basques from their 
country began, these civilians victims of the civil 
war, took refuge mostly in France, Great Britain and 
Belgium. Since then, many have trossed the Atlantic, 
while others, forced by the circumsnta&nces, had to re- 
turn to their invaded country, where they were imme- 
diately, in many cases, imprisoned or sent to concen-= 
tration camps. Yet the problem of the Basques, dis- 
persed throughout the world, remains today as acute 
as ever. Thousands of families have been broken UD, 
husbands separated from their wives, children from 
their parents, suffering in many ways; hardships no 
lesser than those endured by the Basques in Franco's 
subjugated Euzkadi, for whom as prisoners of war, falls 
the tragic lot assigned to the vanquished by the tota- 
litarian invaders. 


Since Euzkadi has a population that does not 
exceed 1.200.000, the dispersion of so many of its sons 
is a danger in itself to the perpetuation of this worthy 
and unique race, one of the oldests in Europe. This 
danger, together with the causes of justice and huma- 
nity, should lead one, we consider, to give immediate 
attention to the problem of the Basque Nation. 


4.- The Basques are deeply religious Catholics 
strongly identified with the social teachings of the 
Church. They are profound democrats, lovers of peace 
and of the liberties of their country. Their life is 
based upon their worship of tradition and family. 


The majority of the agricultural and fac- 
tory workers of Euzkadi belonged to the Catholic 
Basque Trade Unions, affiliated to the Utrecht In- 
ternational of Christian Trade Unions. (This orga- 
nization, like all the Basque social, political or 
cultural groups has now been banned by Franco, and 
its leaders executed or imprisoned). 


The history of the Basques shows that 
their democratic sentiments have always been in- 
herent to their character. 


If a satisfactory solution is given to 
the problem of the national minorities in the Ibe- 
rian Peninsula, the Basques on their part, would 
be in ancexceLklent position to develop their moa 
ral and traditional qualities in their ovm coun= 
try, and if necessary to expand them for the be- 
nefit of Spain. 


5.- The industrial energy and activity of 
the Basques is clearly shown by the following sta- 
tistics published by Camille Van Deyck in the Bel- 
gian magazine "La Cité Chrétienne", on April 20, 
1959. He stated that of the total possesion of 
the Spanish State, the Basques owned or wontrolled 
the following:- 












MINGRAL COMUT ss ss erasewsdccsceccenxexa BOF 
CAPITAL OF COMMERCIAL COMPANT 60% 
ECONOMIC BANKING POWER........ 20% 
PROFITS OF THE BANK OF SPAIN.. : 32% 
DEPOSITS IN PUBLIC SAVING BANKS... BBi 
PRODUCTION OF METALURGICAL COKE... 65% 
PRODUCTION OF STEEL BILLETS... » 74% 
PRODUCTION OF IRON "BLOOMS"....... 27% 
PRODUCTION OF THE PAPER INDUSTRY.. 70% 
PRODUCTION OF THE EXPLOSIVE INDUSTRIES 69% 





MERCANTILE MARINE... ccc ccc ccc cece ewes 58H 
FISHING FLEETS. ...ccccccccccccccessceces 30% 


These statistics however, do not include the 
large heavy industries of Euzkadi, such as enginee- 
ring and shipbuilding, nor the activities of the 
fourteen well equiped Basque ports, which handled 
6.000.000 tons of goods annualy before the war. 
Euzkadi exported about 1.500.000 tons of pig iron 
yearly and produced about 400.000 tons of commer- 
cial iron per year. 


6.- Because of its frontier with France, the 
strategic situation of Huzkadi is of great impor- 
tance. As SCRUTATOR pointed out in the issued of 
November 6, 1938 of the London "Sunday Times": 

"the principle of self determination surely applies 
to the Basques, a people racially and historically 
unique, whose enjoyment of Home Rule was never 
questioned until a hufidred years ago. There is no 
communism among them, and Catholic piety is at peace 
with freedom and progress. The Catalans too, are 
by nature compromisers, and their extreme elements 
are mainly imported from other parts of Spain. The 
Basque Country and Catalonia, if they were units in 
a Federal Spain, would completely cover the French 
frontier and banish her fear that a fascist policy 
in other parts of Spain would diminish her security 
by giving her another threatened frontier". 


Bearing in mind all the mentioned facts 
on the Basque problem, we consider, in the name of 
justice and humanity, and for the sake of the settle= 
ment of one of the vital questions of European affairs, 
that a rapid solution should be found to the problem 
of the Basque Nation. This MEMORANDUM has been drawn 
for informative purposes, we venture to suggest how- 
ever, that His Excellency, President Aguirre should 
be géven an opportunity of explaining verbally the 
question concerning the vital interest of his people. 
President Aguirre with the rest of the Basque Govern- 
ment is at his headquarters in Paris, 11 Avenue Mare 
ceau, where besides organizing the welfare of the 
Basque refugees, he cooperates in the triumph of the 
cause of Democracy in the present European struggle. 


New York, February 15, 1940. 


‘ 10132 Mexioo, March §, 1940 
0. 


Subject: Spanish Refugees in dextoco 


The Honorable 
The Speretary of State, 
Waehington. 


Siz: 


With reference to my despatch no. 10072 of Febru- 
ary 23, 1940, on the above subject, I have the honor to 
transmit the Spanish text of an A.N.T.i. despatch, 
published in SXCELSION of March 4, 1940. This news 
item, which bears a Paris date line, quotes a statement 
made by the President of the Service of Evacuation of 
the Spanish Refugees to the effect that the SERE is 
continuing its work of sending the Spanish refugees to 
various American countries, end that its intention is 
first to send some three thousand refugees principally 
te Santo beningo, Chile and Mexico. 

However, a news item from the afternoon paper 


ULTIMAS 


“t= 


ia 
ULTIMAS S0TICIAS of the game date, wileh is also en- 
Closed, states thet the Miniatry of Gobernectén eaphat~ 
ically denies thet Mexico will reveive thousands of 
Spanish refugees, and thet for the moment it will permit 
the entrance only of the cembern of the families of those 
Spanish refugees who are already resiéent in Mexico and 
who ere in @ position to take care of then, 

A second news item in the game iesue of ULTIAAG 
HGTICIAS states thet up to January 2, 1940, 4,897 re= 
fugees have taken up their residence in Nexico and 
that the majority of this aunbter hewe found work. The 
following figurea are givens Those who have entered 
in sgriecultural pursuits: 168 in ‘“ichoaean, 186 in a 
Puebla, 25% in Perote, Veracruz, 483 in Chihushues ala 
those who are working in various trades: 16 in Hou 
terrey, 42 in Coshudla, 35 in Aguascalientes, 72 in 
Bidelgo, 42 in the State of Mexico, anc 165 in various 


other perte of the Republiisa, 


Respectfully yours, 


Josephus Deniels, 


Snolosmres: 
Nool Single elipping from EXCELSIOR 
So.2 ‘Bwo clippings from ULTIMAS S0TICTAS 





800 (Spain) 
RAG/ Ine 
In triplicate te the Department. 


BO. 427 


ABERITGAN GONSULAT GANERAL 
Barcelona, Spain, March 6, 1940. 





SUBSE: Franco-Spanish Relations. 


TH. HONORABLE 

PHL SRGREYARY OF STATE, 

J MOHINGTON . 

SIR 

With reference to previous despatches concerning 
relations between Spain ond Frence, I have the honor 
to inform the Department that an article regarding the 
Jordana-erurd agreement with a Madrid dete line was 
given great space in the local press. The prominence 
given to this article {n Barcelona fe indicative of 
the anti-french attitude which is believed to be grow- 
ing, at least in official circles here. Although it 
is possible thet the Department has received a copy of 
the article {n question, in view of ite interest ond in 
view of the fact that a translation has been prepared 
by this office I have the honor to enclose a copy of 
the translation herewith, 

Respectfully youre, 


Enclosure: Howard Bucknell, Jr. 
P Trenslation. American Consul General 
OO 


S copies to Department of Statgs 
1 copy to iimbussy at Madrid. 





(Trenslation) 
(From SGLIDANIDAD NACIONAL, Beroelona, Mereh 7, 1940) 


THE JORDANA-BERARD AGREEAENT 


Madrid, 6. The Madrid dally "Informaciones” 
publishes today under the above ception the following 
article: 


“The two high contracting parties reciprocal- 
ly undertake to establish good NEIGHBORLY rela- 
tions, such thet will uot permit in either country 
nessa or propegendas detrimental to the other 
country.” (irom the Jordana~Berard agreement, } 





With the express or tacit consent of the Govern- 
ment presided by ur. Daladler operate in Frence an 
entire series of political, sconomie and prop genda 
orgenizations set up by the Spanish reds, the import- 
ance ang scope of which oan be judged from the follow- 
ing list: 


Two basic orgenizetions: The J.A.#.%. (Spanish 
Republicans), 26 rue de Plgneres, and the S.k.K.E., 
that is, Servicio de Evacuseién de los Hepublicanos 
Bspafioles (livacuation Serviee for Spanish Hepublicans), 
at rue Tronchet 11, Paris. 


From the J.A.R.E. depend the "Cabinet Basque de 
Pecheurs”, 11 svenue ierceau, J. A. Aguirre president. 
from this depend the "Asscciation of Friends of the 
French Republic, Basque section", 12 avenue de le Grande 
Arnée, Warieno Gémez president; "Bureau des Finances} 
Chalet Eenry", avenue de le Place cat Sreton; Interna- 
tionsl League of Friends of the Basques", 36 avenue 
Hoohe, Paris, sponsored by cardinal Verdier, Chantetier 
de Ribes and Herriot; Besque Colony, Blarrit2; "La 
Roserele"; Bero-Plege; for propaganda purposes the 
newspaper "Euzko Deya”, 11 avenue Hoche, Paris; and 
"S.A.R,&. du Meroe, B. D. des Chasseurs", Oran, Antonio 
Rulg president. From the last named orgenizetion 
depends "Hispano-French Uemocrecy”, 13 Boulevard 
Galieseo, Gran. 





From the &.4.R.&. depend the "International Ccom- 
mittee for Coordination and information", 38 rue 
Chateau, and from this depends a sanitary establishment 
lecated in the same building. ‘General Council of the 
Spanish Libertarian Movement” C.N.T.-F.4.1., 28 boule~ 
vard Saint-Denis. "French Committe for the Help of the 
eivil populations of republican Spain", 4 Square, spon- 
sored by Theodore Steg, Paul Bonoourt end Victor Pasce. 
“International Commission to help Spanish republicans", 


from 


~2- 


from which depends the Central Office at rue d'anjou. 
“National Committee to Help Spanish Hefugees", 74 rue 
Saint Remige, 108 rue de l'Université, Paria, Adam Ber- 
lylez director. "Friends of Republican Spain Volun- 
teers”, SS rue Polivereau, Paris, Paul Bernic president. 
"Republican seserve Officers", 85 avenue George V, Juan 
Larrea president, sponsored by F. Nauriac and André 
Naritein. 


The old senetor from the Sass Pyrenees, Bérard, 
arrived in Burgos in the last days of our war. His mis- 
sion was « difficult ome. Spain, with more than thirty 
months of war, had found itself constraim 4 to enter on 
the debit side of France's account wany of the worst 
items. But Bérard, anxious to renew the relations which 
had been eut off by an abundance of anything but friendly 
texts, made promises, spoke of the return of the refugees 
interned in France, of the delivery of the war material, 
of the delivery of the gold withdrawn from Spain, and of 
other pending problems from the solution of whieh depend- 
ed that a French Ambassador, sarshal Petain, should come 
to Franco's Spsin to initiate normal relations between 
the two countries. 


Fullfilment of those promises was considerably 
delayed, It became necessary to talk out loud in order 
to have the ships of our Nevy which were lying at Bizerte 
returned; to get the gold delivered back to us; to get 
back the war material which was being kept on the other 
side of the frontier. 


And now, as can be cleerly seen from the information 
given above, France is not disposed to change its tactics. 
Yrance, even today, acts as the ground lot upon which our 
enemies build their branches. fecently an order was 
issued in France for the arrest of Alvarez del Yayo, yet 
del Vayo was able to lend perfectly unmolested at a 
Mexican port. Xeanwhile, without regard to legality, in 
& country which has officially proscribed communism, a 
whole lot of people that quite recently were here the 
representatives of crime and anarchy, are sheltered. This 
double faced policy hurts us. The offices now installed 
in Paris per force recall those other centers opened in 
Prenee in the days of our war for the enlistment of the 
international scum. 


France, which now proscribes communism, can with a 
simple act remove our just causes of compleint and at the 
same time further its own interests. Those communist 
centers can do little good in a country now engaged in a 
difficult war. 


ac 





April 24, 1940, 


MEMORANDUM 


RA 
Mr. Donovan 

The control and disbursement of Spanish refugee 
funds and in general the activities of the various Spanish 
refugee organizations have been the subject of numerous 
and frequently conflicting reports since the termination 
of the Spanish conflict a year ago. The information 
given in this connection on pages 1415 of Vice Consul 
Henderson's report of April 11, 1940, does not seem to be 
entirely correct. On the basis of the most reliable infor- 
mation that we have received the facts are believed to be 


more nearly as follows: 


The Servieio de Evacuacidn de Refugiados Espafioles, 
commonly known as the SERE, was organized in Peris by various 
officials of the former Spanish Loyalist Government after 
the occupation of Cataluffa by General Franco in February 1939. 
This Committee haa had available substantial funds in the 
possession or control of the former head of the Spanish 
Government, Dr, Negrin, which 4t has been using to finance 
the transportation of Spanish refugees from France to various 


American 
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Anerisan countries, inoluding Mexico. In Kexico the 
Assoolation of Spanish Refugees and ite so-called Technical 
Committee has acted for the SERE in distributing funds to 
Spanish refugees and initiating various projects such as 
the agricultural colony in the Santa Clara Valley in 
Chihuahua, 

Other funds brought out of Spain are under the control 
of Indalecio Prieto who waa responsible for the organization 
of a rival committee in France called the JAR® (Junta de 
Ayuda a log Republicanos Espafioles). I am not aware that 
we have ever had any information to indicate that the JARE 
has participated financially or otherwise in organizing 
the emigration of Spanish refugees from Prence or their 
settlement in Mexico and other American countries, My 
impreseion has been that thie committee, heretofore at least, 
hes concentrated primarily on relief sctivities on behalf of 
the refugees in France, Prieto is, however, reported to be 
actively working on a number of prejects of a self-suse- 
taining nature to be undertaken in the near future in 
Mexico if he is satisfied that conditione are favorable. 

In the meantime he is conserving the funds available to 
him for use in carrying out these projects. Prieto's 
attitude is represented to be critical of the "dissipation" 
by the SERE and the Comité Téonico in Mexico of the funds 
in their possesaion through paying daily subsidies to 
refugees 


ose 


refugees, et cetera, without achieving any results of a 
permanent nature. In this connection it is suggested that 
Prieto may be Gisposed to assist the colony at Santa 

Clara if he ie convinced that it is a practical proposition, 
partioularly if the SERE is unable or unwilling to continue 
to extend financial assistance, but he is not believed to 
have done so up to the present, 

With reference to the activities of the SERE in France 
it would perhaps be moet accurate to say that these activities 
have been tolerated by the French Government but have not 
been viewed with any great enthusiasm, Last December the 
French police reided the offices of the SERE in Paris and 
I believe have since done ao again. The actual extent 
of the Committee's activities at present is not clear, 

As of interest in this connection there is attached a 
memorandum of a conversation between the French Ambassador 
and an officer of this Division last December. 

The differences existing between Negrin and Prieto 
is a long and involved story, but it goes back principally 
to a difference of opinion which developed during the course 
of the Spanieh conflict, specifically during the period 
in 1957+1938 when Prieto was Minister of National Defense 
in the Negrin Government. The dispute, which led to 
Prieto's resignation from the Government after the military 
adbacle in Aragon in the spring of 1938, appears to have 

hinged 


wteo 


hinged primarily upon the policy to be followed with 
respect to Communiet partiotpation in the Government 

and the activities of Soviet agents in Spain, In brief, 
Negrin contended that in order to prosecute the war success- 
fully 1t was necessary to obtain the collaboration of all 
political elements, and in pursuit of this policy sought 
and obtained active Communist participation in the 
Governnent. Prieto's complaint wes that this policy 

was oarried to the extreme of permitting the Communists, 
acting under the direction of the Soviets, gradually to 
obtain a dominant position in the Government and in the 
armed foreee (notably in the system of Political Commissars 
and in the secret police organization commonly known as the 
SIM ~ Servicio de Investigacion Militar). By these means 
the Communists were able to eliminate opposition elements 
such as the POUM (Partido Obrere de Unifioacién Marxista) 
and to gain a dominant position in general vis-d-vis the 
Anarcho-Syndicalists and even the Socialists, despite the 
numericel superiority of the latter parties. Prieto 

insists that the Communists were “out to get him" from 

the beginning because of his efforts to limit their influence 
in the «rmed forces, and used the disaster which befell the 
Loyalist army in MareheApril, 1938 as the excuse to eliminate 
hin, Negrin, on the other hand, insists that Prieto's 
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resignation was accepted because of his "defeatist" 
attitude and the resulting demoralizing effect upon hie 
colleagues and the army in particular. (Prieto's views 
are set forth in the attached pamphlet which he subsequently 
published in Paris, purporting to be the verbatim record 
of his speech before the Netional Committee of the Spanish 
Socialist Party on August 9, 1958 in explanation of his 
withdrawal from the Government. The essence of hie 
position is contained in the introduction - pp. 5<12). 
It may be observed that both Negrin and Prieto belonged 
‘to the Socialist Party in Spain. Negrin wae never active 
in politics before the Spanish conflict, while Prieto 
was the recognized leader of the conservative wing of the 
Party. Prieto consistently opposed the efforts of the 
left wing Socialist leader, Largo Caballero, to create a 
“united proletarian front" through the fusion or at least 
elose union of the Socialist, Communist and Anarchoe 
Syndtealist Parties and labor organizations, (Incidentally 
Labeo Caballero was later pretty thoroughly dieillusioned 
on this point and lost all voice in the Government after 
bethg ousted as Prime Minister in Hay, 1957,ellegedly 
at the direct inatigation of the Communists). 
The dispute between Negrin and Prieto since the ené 
\ or 
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of the Spanish civil atrife came to a head several months 
ago at a epeoial meeting of the Permanent Committee of the 
Cortes (generally recognized by the Spanish Loyalists as 
the “continuing” organ of the former regime, in represen= 
tation of the Cortes) in Paris, resulting in a victory 
for Prieto, The Permanent Committee thereupon ordered 
that ali Loyalist funds be turned over to the refugee 
relief organization headed by Prieto (the JARE) but thie 
order has evidently been ignored by Negrin and the SPREE, 

It would probably be erronecus to conelude from the 
foregoing that Negrin and Prieto are implacable enemies, 
On & number of occasions since the end of the Spanish 
conflict they have apparently cooperated in moves which 
they believed to be in the interest of the Loyslist refugees. 
(EZ.g., @ proposal some months ago to turn over all Loyalist 
funds in their possession to Franco Government, in return 
for thet Government permitting Loyalist refugees to return 


to Spain with guarantees againet prosecution, ) 


EutWendelins BJD 


THE INSIDE HISTORY 
OF THE SPANISH REFUGEH RSLIZF CAMPAIGN 


A Statement to Make Clear the Basis of the Present Controversy 


381 Fourth Avenue 
New York City 
April 12, 1940 


For two months there has been sharp division in the governing board of the 
Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign. A working majority are now the stewards of the 
organization. We have successfully blocked moves which we felt would make us 
party to sacrificing the Spanish refugees in France by turning their tragic pre- 
dicament into stage business for political purposes. 


This inner struggle has been carried to the public by nine minority board 
members. They had backed three members of the staff we discharged for insubor- 
dination and refusal to accept Executive Board decisions. For the same reasons 
we relieved the officers of the New York Chapter of their positions and can- 
celled the chapter's right to raise funds under our State Department permit, 
These elements have now taken the lead in calling a national Emergency Confer- 
ence to Save Spanish Refugees to be held Sunday, April 14, 1940, at the Murray 
Hill Hotel, New York. 


Much confusion has been caused because attacks upon us have been sent out 
on our own stationery. 15,000 copies of our letterhead were at the printer's. 
He was unscrupulously told to put them at the disposal of the New York chapter, 
after it had left the offices of our national organization. 


BACKGROUND 


The Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign was organized in April, 1939. With the 
fall of Madrid in March, the hundreds of thousands of Spanish men, women and 
children who had sought safety in France after the cave-in of Catalonia became 
a charge on believers in democracy tho world over. Harlier, in January 1938, 
the Medical Bureau to Aid Spanish Democracy, under the chairmanship of Dre Walter 
B. Cannon of Boston, had merged with the North American Committee to Aid Spanish 
Democracy, under the chairmanship of Bishop Francis J. McConnell. Ths American 
Friends of Spanish Democracy, under the chairmanship of the late Bishop Robert 
iL. Paddock, was later incorporated. These three organizations had been respon- 
sible for a stream of money, medical aid, food and clothing reaching Loyalist 
Spaine Altogether this help amounted to roughly a million dollars, outside of 
$600,000 in materials. They also were convinced supporters of tho Republican 
cause, under attack from Nazi and Faseist invaders in alliance with Franco, and 
made their influonce felt in American public opinion. 


The North American Committee was an alliance of supporting organizations. 
Among these, the Socialist Party and the Communist Party were ropresonted on its 
boards ‘Tho new Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign was an entire broak from this 
setup. Party representatives were asked to drop out of tho board, new members 
were added, drawn from wider reaches of public interest. Secretary Harold i. 
Ickes accepted tho honorary chairmanship and a distinguished list of sponsors 
gave their sanction to the campaign for refugee rolief, 
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The outbreak of the European war not only hampered the national money-raising 
drive planned by the Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign last fall; it was to change 
the climate in which it operated. ‘Jhile maintaining its democratic base, the 
Negrin government had welcomed the participation of all political groups who 
espoused the cause of the Republic. So, too, in this country, all elements had 
joined in mstering medical and economic succor ~ at a time when neither the Amer- 
ican government nor our great relief organizations extended much help. As in a 
number of other organizations, the change in climate manifested itself after the 
Nazi-Soviet pact and the Russian invesion of Finland, The suppression of the 
Commanist Party in France by the war government affected even more directly the 
fortunes of Svanish relief, provoking Communist retaliation here and abroad. 


It was tho belicf of majority members of the Board of the Spanish Refugee 
Relief Campaign that its cause was broad enough to afford a common opportunity 
for sorvice by individuals whose points of view might run the gamut of all the 
elements taking part in the earlier stages of the work. Tho team vlay could go 
on but on condition that at no point should the work be warpod from our central 
purposc. 


ist us take throe major cleavages that doveloped: 


EXHIBIT A: THE QUAKERS 





In October, the board votcd that the American Friends Service Comaittco should 
thorcaftur bo the agont through which we would distribute our relief funds. ‘Tho 
quakers had free elbow room in getting relicf through in France, at a timo when 
war tonsions were handicapping other bodies. Moreover, tno choice of the Frionds 
registered convincingly in American public opinion, This arrangement was critic- 
ized end to a degree stalled by the opposition of minority members. Today, our 
funds go to tho Frionds in France for administration there, 


EXHIBIT B; THA maXlcO CITY CONFSRENCE 





In February, a Continental Conference to Aid Spanish Refugees was called in 
Mexico City on the initiative of the Spanish Refugee Relicf Campaign. It more 
than proved its worth in cliciting fresh assurances of cooperation from Moxico, 
Chilc, Argentina and Cuba in settlement of Spanish refugees in Central and South 
America. Jc could hail this outcome, while reserving judgment on plans rvucommendod 
for sctting up an Inter-American Committce in New York. 


Throughout our entire history, the Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign has been 
swift and vigorous in protests and action against any violation of the rights of 
asylum on the part of any branch of the French government; against pressure upon 
the rufugecs to return to Spain at risk of Franco's firing squads; against nogloct 
or abuses. But that is a very differont thing from ignoring what France has done 
and making’ the French the sole scapegoat for tho plight of the Spanish refugees. 
All the more because of the meagre showing made by the American government and 
the Amorican public in getting holp through to thom. In lino with our record and 
policy, two members of our delega tion, Dr. Samuel Guy Inman, Chairman, and Herman 
F,. Roissig, Secretary, offered the following resolution at the Mexico City Con- 
ference; 


"The Conference takes note of the fact that the sudden 
arrival of 500,000 Spanish refugees oresontod tho French govern- 
ment with a problem of scrious proportions. Tho Conference is 
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also not unappreciative of the fact that for tho support of 
these refugees the French government has spent millions of 
francss Nevertheless, tucse considerations do not justify 
the treatment given tae Spanish refugees by. the French gov- 
ernment." 


This was voted down, and the original text restored. «After two pages given 
over to counts of ill treatment, neglect and abuse, sole guilt and responsibility 
was fastened on France, in these words: 


"Such is the terrifying situation wnigh has developed 
among the refugees in the concentration camps after one year 
of misery and despair due to the conduct of the French Govern— 
ment. '! 


The leadership in support of this resolution was assumed by a Communist mem~ 
ver of the Spanish Cortez who wes in attendance. It was pushed for by our om 
campaign director, who was a delegate to the Conference. It was pessed with the 
American delegation registered as yes - because of a unit rule for each country - 
over the votes of our senior delegates. And it was passed against the expressed 
wish of former Premicr Negrin that the Conference maintain sn attitude above 
politics, lest the work of tho Spanish Emigra tion Service and tho distinguished 
sponsorship of the relief work in various countries be compromised. It was passed 
over the protest of Senor Alvarez del Vayo, Foreign Minister of tho Spanish Re- 
public, who came to the Conference. It would have commanded instant support in 
eny Communist conference here or abroad. It raised fundemental questions as to 
the nature of an Intor-dmsrican Coordinating Committee, if put in the samo hands. 
Would it be a service agency for refugee migretion? Or a party line propaganda 
agency up'and down the Western Hemisphere? The Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign 
can be counted upon to throw its weighs behind the former, he ficld is there - 
for far-flung and constructive operations. 


On Friday, March 8th, we received from Paris a mimeographed copy of an onder, 
attributed to General Menard, salling for the repatriation to Spain by March 15th 
of all Spanish refugees with exception of those who wore soldiering or working 
in France, had relatives in the French army or at work, or who could "produce 
weighty evidence for not going back to Spain." This ordvr, if authentic, kmocked 
French claims to observing the right of asylum into a cocked hat. It wowld play 
into Franco's hands and jecpardise the lives and liherties of hundrefia of exiles. 
It reached us from the International Coordinating Committee at Paris, an agency 
for centralizing aid, first to Loyalist Spain and, later, to Spanish refugees. 

It was only a mimeographed copy and it was freighted with such an overwhelming 
indictment of French policy that as a responsible organization i$ was up to us to 
. check its authonticity before raising a hue-and-wry. 


Moreover, the very process of checking gave us a toe-hold in making American 
pressure comt, On Saturday, a member of our board disputched a copy of the 
Menard Order to the French Embassy in Washington. On Monday, by long-distance 
to the Embassy, Secretary Reissig left no doubt as to the seriousness with which 
we regarded the mattor and the responsibility our organization felt to rouse 
Americen protest if steps were taken by the French government to carry out such 
an order. With March 15th the effective date, time was of the essence, and the 
Embassy undertook to cable at once. This step was followed by others on the part 


4 


of mombers of the board in getting scores of influential Americans to make rep- 
resontations at the Embassy, and outstanding friends of France to throw their 
weight to the same effect. With conflicting reports in the press, confusing re- 
sponse to cables to Paris, and no word from the dmbassy by Wednesday, Mrs: Reissig 
sent a follow-up to the French Embassy, addressed to M. Jacques Truello: 


"We find French Government's statement published in today's 
New_York Times oxtremely confusing. This can be interproted as 
corroborating General Menard's order despite statement that no 
refugees will be forced to return to Soain against their will. 
Further clarification last sentence of statoment seems obviously 
necessary. Our concern is simply and wholly that full right of 
asylum be granted each individual refugee who is wnwilling to 
return to Spain. Facts about reprisal policy of Spanish govern~ 
ment known to everyone in this country and forced return of a 
refugoe from France to Spain would be deemed as shocking as 
forced return of a German refugee to Hitler. Je await speedy 
and full clarification and assurance." 


On Thursday, the French Embassy phoned from Jashington the text of a cable 
it had just received from Premier Daladier in response to its inquiry. This was 
followed, the next day, by an emphatic letter from the French Ambassador, The 
French Premier's cable read: 


"General Menard confirms to the French Minister of Forcign 
Affairs that the Circular you referred to is a fake. The sup- 
pression of Spanish refugce centers was never decided nor thought 
of. No isolated individual of Spanish nationality and, further- 
more, no group of refugees was forced to go against nis will to 
Spain. Wo change has occurred in the disposition of the French 
Government which was defined at the end of 1939." 


Daladier's ceble was at once made public by Mr. Reissig, who, in releasing 
it to the press, added the following comment: : 


"We carnestly hope that the information contained in this 
cable represents the actual and permanent policy of the French 
Government. Our organization takes the position that no exigencics 
of any nature would justify any government in forcibly repatriating 
refugees from political terror. Forcible repatriation, whether of 
ten or ten thousand refugees, would be a violation of the trad- 
itional French attitude toward political asylum. To compel a 
single Spanish refugee to go back to Spain would be an inhumane 
and intolerable act. 


‘We heartily welcome the information containod in this cable 
and hope that the French Government will cooperate in every way 
possible with international efforts to omigrate Spanisn refugees 
to American countriese In particular, we hope that the Spanish 
Emigration Service, set up by leaders of to former Spanisn Ropub- 
lican government, will have the cordial good will and cooperation 
of the French Government," 
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The French denials might be taken at face value. They might be construed 
as disavowing a subordinate or as diplomatic evasions; but true or not, once 
mado, and part of the record, they made impossible any categorical assertion on 
our part that such an order was being put into effect. 


Meanwhile, an altogether different series of comaunications had been sent 
out from the office of the Spanish Refugee Relicf Campaign, on our stationery, 
and without any authorization, Thesc includod copies of the order itself sent 
out with pleas for protest on Saturday; and a Tuesday press release, mailed with- 
out knowledge of the secretary. dhen, on Taursday, Secretary Reissig prepared 
his release on the Daladier denial, our office manager declared, "It will not go 
out from this office." It went out; but late that nigut another unauthorized 
reloase was mailed from our office designed to supersede and take the wind out 
of it. 


The picketing of the Fronch Consulate was undortaken regardless of the fact 
that the French denials were mom. Tne Secretary of the Spanish Refugee Relief 
Campaigm promptly issuod a statement disassociating our organization from tue 
domonstretion which was likely to do more harm than good. But the Spanish Ref- 
ugee Relief Campaign was involved - without its knowledge - in a protest letter 
sent out from our office on March 18th to a large number of people inviting their 
signetures. his unauthorized letter said nothing at all of tho French denials 
and provoked protests in turn from recipients who scolded us for suppressing 
facts} he elimination of three mombers of our staff put an end to this sort of 
things 


As a matter of fact, the Spanish Refugee Relicf Campaign cannot clain that 
its representations at the French Embassy were decisive. Still less can credit 
accrue to the agitation that was sot going while we were verifying our ground. 
Credit for postoonement and amelioration of repatriation plans belongs, perhaps, 
to earlier French protests in France. 


Recent advices indicate that a kindred order, modified in some of its features, 
is slated to como into effect May lst. Again tuere is work to be dons, and swiftly. 
We have agein made representations at the French #mbassy. The Spanish Refugee 
Relief Campaign has always urged the closing of the concentration camps. This is 
more possible today than ever before because of tae transfor of many oaployable 
refugees to the labor corps. Closing the camps need not involve the retum of any 
of their people unwillingly to Spain. we have documentary proof that repatriated 
refugees are in danger from Franco. It is against such a course that we have cir- 
culated our chapters and supporters. And we ask you who read this to wire or 
write at once to the French Embassy to this effect. 


American protests carry obligations with thea. It is for us to help make 
existence more possible for the refugoes who remain. It is up to Americans not 
to leave the whole burden on French shoulders, A Quaker report just received, cover- 
ing conditions in a wide range of localitics, tells of pitiful needs on the part 
of women and children, of mutiles and old folk; tells of the nelp so desperately 
desired by those who look forward to emigration and life in the New World, Spain 
threw open that New World to us. Surely the call should not fall on deaf Amorican 
ears NoWe 


REAFFIRMsaTION OF PURPOS# 





For our part, the essential purpose of the Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign 
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can be put simply. It was put as follows by vote of our board on March 19th, 
in reaffirming our purpose: 


"Je Spanish refugees are our sole clients, We are work+ 
ing for them. ‘shatecver is germane to that purpose falls within 
our scope. 


"Our prime responsibility is to raise funds and supplies, 
and get thom through to the Spanish refugees in France and olse- 
where. 


"Corollary to this purpose, we are concerned with protecting 
these refugees from neglect and misuse; with efforts to prevent 
reprisals in Spain; with promoting means for the transfer of these 
refugees and their settlement in the New World. 


"Contrariwise, neither in policy-making nor in staff opera- 
tions, nor in statements or speeches representing us, can we let 
our central purpose be bent either to the right or left by pyer- 
sonal or political considerations. Our sole political commit- 
ment is the support of that democratic principle for which the 
Spanish Republicans have made such neroic sacrifices. fe con- 
sider the Spanish refugees the living. symbol of republican and 
democratic resistance and aspiration in the Western Worlds 


"This statement of policy is in line with positions long 
since taken by the responsible board of the Spanish Refugee Relief 
Campaign. It supersedes any contrary interpretation of our central 
purpose." 


We shall regret parting with the minority members of our Board, some of whom 
have given outstanding and devoted service to the work for Spain. Nonetheless, at 
the meeting of our Board on April 4th we hewed to the line of this declaration of 
purpose and passed the following minute: 


"The Board notes with great concern a public statement critical of tho Spanish 
Refugee Relief Campaign signed by nine meibers of its Executive Board, and regards 
as incompatible with further service on the Board and the best interests of tho 
Spanish refugees any sucn public statements seeking to discredit the Board's de~ 
Cisionse In the event that the Board minority continues its divisive tactics, in- 
cluding support of the Greater New York Comaittee, wo shall regretfully be obliged 
to ask for their resignationse" 

We urge all friends of the Spanish refugees to continue their cooperation and 
support, for it is more needed than ever. 


Signed: Francis J, McConnell 
Caairman, Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign 


Hernan F. Reissig, 
Executive Secretary 


Officers of the Or.zanization 


Harold i. Ickes, Honorary Chairman 
Francis J. idcConnell, Chairman 
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Mrse Caspar whitney, Vice~Chairman 
Mr. Pailip Merivale, Vice-Chairman 
Guy Eaery Snipler, Treasurer 

Herman Fe Reissig, #xec. Secretary 


Majority Members of the Executive Boar 


Samuel Guy Inman, Chairman 
Jay Allen 

Eleanor Copenhaver Anderson 
Roger W. Baldwin 

Clark M. Hichelberger 
Miguel Garriga 

Paul Kellogg 

W. W. Norton 

Josephine Schain 

irs. Vincent Sheean 

Guy Emery Shipler 

lWiaxwell S. Stewart 

ueland Stowe 

Mrs. Caspar Whitney 

Roy Wilkins 
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THLRGRAM RELEASED TO NEWSPAPERS © April, 16th, 1940, 


‘HE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE SPANISH REFUGEE RELIEF CAMPAIGN REPEATS 178 

COMPLETE REPUDIATION OF WORTH AMERICAN SPANISH AID CQMMIITTEE FORMED AT MEETING 
XN MURRAY HILL HOTEL YESTERDAY AND DECLARES THAT DELEGATES TO THE MEBTING FRM 
CHAPTERS OF THE CAMPAIGN WERE WITHOUT AUTHORETY FROM WATIGRAL ORGANIZATION OR 
IOCAL SPONSORS, NINE MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE CAMPATON INCLUDING 
DR. EDWARD BARSEX, PROF. LYMAN BRADLET, PROFe Te Cy SCHNEIREAg KATHARINE TERRILL 
AND DR. JESSE TOIMACH WHO SPONSORED YESTERDAY*SMMEETING HAVE BEAN ASKED TO RESIGN. 
WE DENOUNCE EFFORT TO TURN TRAGIC PREDICAMENT OF THE SPANISH REFUGEES INTO 

STAGE BUSINESS POR POLITICAL PURPOSES, 


Introductory Remarks by Paul Kellogg at a dinner given at the Hotel Ccumoitore 
April 25, 1940, 


Foreign Correspondents Dimer-Forwm 


It is my part to introduce the Chairmen of our evening, But first I 
should like to re=introduse to you your hosts - The spanish Refuges Relief 
Campaign which, on March first, reaffirmed its purpose, in thie simple fashions 

“The Spanish refugees are our scle clients, We are working for 
them, Whatever is germane to that purpose falls within our scope, 

“Our prime responsibility is to reise funds end mupplics, end 
get them through to the Spanish refugees in France and elsewhere. 

"Corollary to this purpose, we are concerned with protecting 
these refugess from neglect and misuseg with efforts to prevent 
reprisala in Spain} with promoting means for the transfer of these 
refugees and their settlement in the New World, 

“Contrariwise, neither in policy-making nor in staff operations, 
nor in statements or speeches representing us, can we let our central 
purpose be bent either to the right or left by personal or political 
considerations, Our sole political commitmert is the suppert of thet 
democratic principle for which the Spanish fppublicans have made such 
heroic sacrifices, We consider the Spanish refugees the living symbot 
of republican and democratic resistance and aspiration in the Testern 
World," 

That last paragraph is more then a nogative restraint, It gives force to 
our whole front, For by hewing to thet line, we out through any attempt to 
discount what we de and press for as offshoots of party propaganda from any 
quarter, ‘that strengthens our arm in getting help through to refugees; in pro~ 
testing against any neglect or abuse of themg in standing out against any viola- 
tion of the right of asylum in Frances on throwing our weight against reprisals 
dn Spaing in promoting American moves in behalf of their transportation and re= 
settlement in the New wrld, 


A working majority of our Boerd hag hewed teocthat line this last month, 
That finel paragraph of our purposes was violated in specific and deliberate in- 
stances by three major meubers of Mr, Reiusig's staff - our campaign director, 
our office muager, the seoretary of our New York Chapter, 

They were eliminated for insubordination, A minority of our Board had backed 
them; end a new and rival orgenization has been set ups not content with such a 
slear-cut execution of our purpose, 

This inner struggle was confused for a time because attacks upon us were 
weart out on our cw stationery, 15,000 copies of our letterhead were at the 
printers, He was unserupulously told te put them at the disposal of the rebel 
New York Chapter, after it had left the offices of our national organisation. 

We hear a great deal about Trojan Horse tectics, Iu this case, the move 
of capturing and misusing our letterhead was bonehsaded and had a back-kiok to 
it fer it advertised what was afoot and raised the question of what had happened 
end why, Forgive me, but this was no Trojen Horses it was e Troy donkeys it made 
off with whet was stationery, but not with our going purpose, 

We believe that the cause of the Spanish refugees is broad enough to afford 
a common opportunity for service to individuals whose points of view run the 
whole genmrt of all the elements taking part ic the earlier stages of the work. 

We keep Spon house to them, Sut we are glosed shop when it comes to warping that 
eause to personal or political ends, To do so, is not te be friends of the 
Spenish refugees, but. to exploit the, 
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Jay Allen is our Chairman tonight, It is not too mich to say that he te 
a foreign correnpenient'!s foreign sorrespondent. But it is not his writing elbow, 
his eyes, his ears, his luminous interpretations of war ani democracy that I 
want first to rate himy but for his guts, tne of the most redoubtable exponents 


of the cause of Loyalist Spains one of the most vigorous critics of Nasien and 
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Fasoian, aa a menber of our Board he brought his nerve and his inaight and his 
clear judgment to bear in this whole process of salvaging the Spanish Refugee 
Relief Campaign and its living purpone, : 

His outetending work as a correspondent in the Sponish war is known to 
you, His astivity then and since as a friend and loader in the cause of ths 
Spenish mpublic, and in the welfare of the harassed Spanish republicens, has 
been an American contribution of the first orders 


( 


‘ 
21 WASHINGTON SQUARE NORTH a a 


New York, New York, 
May 1, 1940, 


Mr, Robert Pell, 
State Department, 
Washington, De Ce 
Dear Bobs 

I should have written you before about the reorganization 
of tho Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign but I assumed that you were 
pretty well informed about it, However, I am sending you some 
items which more or lese tell the story, thinking that you might 
find five minutes in which to peruse them, 

At today's meeting of the Board we accepted the resignation 
of our nine dissidents, 

We have hopes of raising some money, But my chief concern 
has been to keep the record clear, 


My hope is that tho Department will see its way olear to 





recommending some kind of governmental 


have a drink or something, 


May 3, 1940 


Dear Jay: 

Very many thanks for yur letter of May lst enclosing 
material regarding the reorganization of the Spanish refugee 
relief campaign. I have heard of the trouble which you have 
been having and am glad to know thatmmatters seem to be 
straight once again. 

I understand that the question of transportation is 
being carefully considered and that George Warren, who is 
the Secretary of the President's Advisory Committee on 
Political Refugees, has been in consultation with your people. 
Let me know if there is anything new and if there is anything 
that I can do. I shall be only too delighted. 

I most certainly shall let you know if ever I see the 
bright lights of New York again. It is becoming more and 
more difficult to get away from Washington} but while there's 
life there's hope. 


Sincerely yours, 


Robert T. Pell 


Jay Allen, Esquire, . 
21 Washington Square North, 
New York, New York. 


EugRTP: AB 


No. 1001 Quito, May 8, 1940. 
Subject: The New World Resettlement Fund. 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


Sir: 


With reference to my despatch No. 952 of April 19, 
1940, regarding the plan of the New World Resettlement 
Fund to send Spanish refugees to Ecuador, I] have the 
honor to report that Mr. John Dos Passos, representative 
of the Fund, left on the PANAGRA plane of May 7 for 
Oristobal and Miami, whence he expects to motor to 
Washington. 


During his sojourn of several weeks in this country, 


the 
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the Legation Staff has endeavored to be of assistance, 
as requested in Mr. Duggan's letter introducing Mr. Dos 
Passos. 

The Ecuadorean Government at firet seemed disinclined 
to welcome refugees or political immigrants, particularly 
Republicans of SpafR, fearing that instead of giming to 
Eouader as agricultural colonists, they would soon turn 
out to be agitators, of which too many are said to be 


already living in this country. 
It seems safe to say that an ordinary negotiator 


could not have broken down this resistance, but on the 
very eve of his departure, Mr. Dos Passos signed an 
agreement (ad referendum) with the Eouadorean Government. 

Sefior Galo Plaza, the Minister of National Defense, 
saved the day for Mr. Dos Passos by getting the signatures 
of officials of the Eouadorean Government at a reception 
on the evening of May 6 in the Colombian Embassy. After 
this had been accomplished, Sefior Plaza was telling me 
about it and said that Mr. Dos Passos’ greatest handicap 
had been a Mr. Fried, who was distrusted in Eouador. 

I bade goodbye to Mr. Dos Passos at the Quito air- 
port on May 7 and he told me that Sefior Plaza had spoken 
to him the night before regarding Mr. Fried. In addition, 
Mr. Dos Passos lent me a copy of the contract he had 
signed withthe Government, saying thet it was to be 
referred to persons in our country who had sent him to 
Ecuador, for their decision, which was to be given within 
thirty days. 

The text of the Decree, dated May 5, 1940, author- 
iging the Minister of Social Welfare and Colonization 


to 
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to conclude the contract with the New World Resettlement 
Fund, is enclosed, together with a translation thereof. 
As will be observed, the Decree contains the terms of. the 
contract. 

The principal stipulations are as follows: 

The New World Resettlement Fund, called The Founda- 
tion, shall have the right to acquire land and, in 
agreement with the Government, bring in up to five 
thousand families, mostly Spanish farmers, during the 
five-year life of the contract. Free customs entry shall 
be granted to the colonists for seeds, tools, agricultural 
machinery, breeding animals, and the personal effects of 
the immigrants. The Foundation must see that the immi- 
grants are able farmers, and be:responsible for their 
maintenance for two years. If a colonist is found not 
to be a farmer as represented, or for other legal reasons, 
he may be expelled from the country by the Government, 
within a period of two years, and the Foundation shall 
pay the costs of the expulsion. The Foundation must 
deposit in the Central Bank the sum of seven hundred 
dollars for each family of seven or less, and one hundred 
dollars for each additional persons. This fund may be 
withdrawn to defray the expenses of their establishment. 

In my opinion, Mr. Dos Passos has gucceeded in 
concluding a fair contract which should be to.:the 
mutnl advantage of the Spanish Refugees and 


Ecuador 


Bouador. 
Respeotfully yours, 
Boaz Long 
Enclosures: 
1,2. Text and English translation of Decree, 
as noted. 
855 
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Original and three copies to the Department. 





wwvevours Oe 1 to despatoh No. 1001 of May 8, 1940 
from the Anrican Legation, Quito. 


No.ses 
ANDRES F. CORDOVA, 
ENCARGADO DEL PODE: HJECUTIVO, 
Considerando: 


‘ QUE el progreso de América se debe em gran parte a las inmigra- 
ci.nes suropeas; 


QUE_es un deber_ de los pafsegs awericanos conservar, salvar y 
propager lo mejor de la civilizaciém europea y especialmente el wate- 
ri UMAR, ¥ 


QUE es obligacién del Gobierno fomentar la er EES la co- 
lonizacién, encaus4ndole en forma técnica a fin de vitalizar la eco- 
nomfa macional e impulsar el adelanto del pafs, 


DECRET A: 


Art. lo.- Autorfzase al Sefior Ministro de Previsiéu Social y Coloni- 

zaciém para que, a nombre y en representacién del Gobierno 
del Ecuador, suscriba con el representante do The New World Resettle- 
ment Fund Inc. -que en las cldusulas del contrato se denominaré tmi- 
camnte la Fundacién— un Contrato de Colonizacién de acuerdo con las 
siguientes bases y estipulaciones: 


PRIMURA.= El Gobierno concede a la Fundacién los siguientes derechos: 
a) El de traer colonos espafioles al Ecuador; 


b) El de adquirir o arrendar tierras del Estado, de corporacio- 
nes de derecho ptiblico y privado o de individuos, a nombre 
de la Fundacién; 


c) Bl de establecer colonias agrfcolas en las zonas que deter- 
mine el Gobierno; 


d) Hl de parcelar las tierras adquiridas o arrendadas, entre 
los colonos; 


e) El_de controlar las actividades de los colonos dentro de las 
colonias y con relacién a las finalidades de éstas; sin que 
esto signifique mengua de las atribuciones que competen a 
las Autoridades del Ecuador ; 


f) El de importar libres de derechos de aduama, semillas, im 
plementos y maquinarias agrfcolas, animales de orfa y los 
artfculos personales de los colonos. La Fundacién no podré 
hacer estas importacionss sino para él uso de los colonos, 
sin ape pueda venderlos ni cederlos en forma alguna, direc- 
ta o indirectamente. a otrae per souas o instituciones. El 
incunplimiento de esta estipulacién serd causa suficiente 
para la resolucién de este contrato. 


la Fundaciém cuidar& de que, asimismo, los_colonog no venden 
ni traspasen_a otras personas, a uingiin tftulo, los artfoulos asf 
importados, En caso de contravencién, la Fundacién suspender& al co- 
lono el derecho de comprar, adquirir o usar semwillas, implementos 
y, Maquimarias agrieolas o animales de crfa, importados en las condi- 
a que quedan imiicadas, y pagarA al Gobierno los derechos exo- 
m rados. 


SEGUNDA:- La Fundaciéa mmtendré siempre en_el Ecuador um represen- 

tante con plenos poderes y domicilio fijo, para entenderse 
con el Gobierno y con las Asociaciones e individuos que contraten 
con ella y, en genscal, para respomer judicial o extrajudicialmen- 
te de las gbitgacionas que tuviere la Fundacién de acuerdo con las 
leyes del Ecuador. 


Hasta que se nombre este representante formalmente, el sefior 

John Dos Passos actia, ad-referendum, a nombre de la l'undacién, en 

todas las negociaciones con el Gobierno y especialuente en lo refe- 

rente a la suscripcién de este contrato, el que deberd ser aprobado 

bee la Fundacién dentro de treinta dfas, contados desde la fecha de 
al suscripcién. 


TERCERA:~ La Fundacién tendr& el derecho de seleccionar colonos pa- 
ra trabajos agrfcolas, de acuerdo con sl Agente diplom&ti- 
co o consular que designare el Gobierno del Ecuador. 


CUARTA:- La Fundacié6n o sus Agentes en el Exterior presentardn las 

Listas de los colonos escogidos y de sus familias, al Agen- 
te Diplomético o Consular a que se refiere el ordinal anterior, jun- 
tamente con los documentos personales y los cuestionarios que den 
plena informacién respecto de cada individuo. il Agente Diplom&tico 
o Consular podré dar su aprobacién em vista de tales documentos y 
cuestionarios y de las informaciones cue 61 personalmente obtenga, 
visandc, en consecuencia, los pasaportes respectivos, siempre que 
esos documentos e informaciones le den la seguridad de que el colo- 
no es honorable y trabajador, Los representantes de la Fundacién se 
encargarén de poner a los colonos a bordo. 


_ Los colonos traerén a sus familias, las que podr&m constar de 
marido y mujer, los padres y wadres de éstos, los hornanos y herma- 
mas menores de edad 6 econémicamente dependientes de ellos, sus hi- 
jas, y sus hijos no emancipados. 


Cuando se trate de familias, se expedirdm visas colectivas por 
familia o simplemente colectivas, de acuerdo con el Pardgrafo V del 
Reglamento de’ Pasaportes. 


QUINTA:- En caso de que 61 colono no tenga pasaporte, ya sea por ha- 
berlo perdido o ya porque gu Patria nativa no se lo haya 

concedido o por cualquiera otra razéu, los certificados de identidad 

expedidos por el Gobierno Francés al refugiado serém aceptados como 

documentacién personal para los efectos de seleccién y aprobacién 

a que se refieren los ordinales tercero y cuarto de este contrato 

y @1 agente Diplom&tico o Consular los visard como Pasaportes ordi- 

marios, de acusrdo con el Art, 62 del Reglamento de Pasaportes. 


La Fundaciéu tendr& el derecho de solicitar al_Agente Diplo- 
m&tico o Consular que notifique a los inmigrantes seleccionados y 
parobados que se les ha concedido permiso para inni grar al Ecuador, 
con el objeto de facilitar su movimiento a los puertosé 


SEXTA:- La Fundacién garantiza ue los colonos ser4n escogidos por 

raz6n de su capacidad y habilidad técnica en agricultura 
debiendo ser comprobadas estas condiciones Ror el Agente Diplométi- 
co o Consular del Ecuador designado por el Gobierno. 


Si el Gobierno reclamare, dentro de dos afios y con pruebas ra- 
zonables, que el colono no es agricultor, la Fundaclén se obliga a 
reembarcar a su_costa al colono y su familia, a los que el Gobierno 
resolviere expulsar. 


En caso de que el Gobierno, por alguna otra causa igual o de 
orden piblico y dentro de los mismos dos afios, resolviere expulsar 
a uno 0 més colonos, la Fundacién se obliga asimismo a reembarcar 
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a su costa a tal o tales colonos q sus familias. De no hacer la Fun- 
dacién el reembarque, dentro del término qu se le sefiale, pagaré 
— ee de cien délares monsuales hasta el dfa en que se realice 

el embarque. 


SEPTIMA:- Los colonos serén principalmente agricultores. espafioles; 

ro la Fundacién tiene 61 derecho de traer al iicuador o- 
tros inmigrantes, técnicos en ramas de trabajo relacionadas con a- 
gricultura, para la buena marcha y organizacién de las colonias; en 
Una proporciém mo mayor del 10% del total de colonos. Estos inmdgran- 
tea vendrén como empleados de la Fundacién y dentro de las condicio— 
nes de este contrato. 


OCTAVA:- La recepcién, gl transporte, el mantenimiento, etc., de los 
colonos correra a cargo de la Fundaciéa desde’ el momento 
que lleguen a puertos ecuatorianos. 


NOVENA:- La Fundacién depositar& en_el Bamco Central del Ecuador la 

cantidad de SETECIUNTOS DOLARES par cada familia de siete 
personas o menos, y CIEN DOLARUS m&s por Gada persona excedente, 
cuando la familia constare de més de siete perdomag « La suma de posi- 
tada sélo podr& ser retirada para sufragar los gastos del estableci- 
miento de los colonos. 


DECIMA:- El wepersenteste legal de la Fundacién en el dcuador estaré 
autorigado para solicitar y obtener del Ministerio de Ha- 
cienda del Ecuador exencién de derechos de importacién de los obje- 
tos enumerados en la letra f) del ordinal segundo de este contrato, 
Tne solicitar de las Autoridades de Aduana el libre peeyeune de 
es objetos, llegados por cada vapor, para el uso exclusivo de los 
colonos y de la Fundacié 


UNDECIMA:- La Fundacién no solicitard concesién gratuita de tiorras 

al Gobierno del Ecuador. Compraré o_arrendaré tierras di- 
rectamente al Gobierno o a otras entidades de Derecho Piiblico o Pri- 
vyado, 0 a persisuiares que tengan tftulos suficientes sobre ellas. 
la Fundaciéu adquirird o arrendard tales tierras en_su propio nom- 
bre y celebrard los contratos necesarios con los colonos para el 
traspaso de tales tierras al fin de un cierto niimero de afios que se 
fijaré en cada contrato entre la Fundacién y el Colono. 


Los precios de las tierras baldfas se determinar4&n de acuerdo 
con la Ley de la Materia. 


Trat&ndose de tierras baldfas, la Fundacién venderé a los co- 
lonos parcelas a razén de veinte hect&reas por familia, en los mis- 
mos precios que le fueron vendidas por el Gobierno. 


La Fundacién no estaré obligada a vender las parcelas a los co- 
lonos, o sea, a darles los respectivos titulos de propiedad, mien- 
tras dure la responsabilidad dé la Fundacién ante 61 Gobierno; pero 
en cuanto un colono quede fuera de la proteccién de la Fundacién, por 
el vencimiento del plazo de dos afios a que se refiere el inciso fi- 
nal del ordinal sexto, estaré obligada a otorgarle el titulo corres- 
pondiente, siempre que el colono haya cumplido con sus obligaciones 
para con ja Fundacién. 


DUODECIMA:- La primera colonia agrfcola constaré de mo menos de diez 

lias que serén establecidas dentro del pare afio, 
xontado desde la aprobacién de este contrato por la Fundacién; pu- 
diendo traer 8sta hasta cinco mil familias on las condiciones de es- 
te contrato y dentro del plazo bo be en el ordinal décimo octavo, 
previa venia del Gobierno para cada grupo, 


eh 
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la Fundaciém dotaré a_ cada familia de uma casa. propia de la 
Fundaci6n, transferible en los términos de la cléusula undécima, pa- 
ra la viyienda del colono, y del nimero necesario de animales y de 
implementos agrfcolas, los que dependerdm de la clase de cultivos 

a que ee dedique. Le proporcionaré también las semillas y plantas que 
necesite. 


La Fundacién garantizar& a los colonos su mantenimicnto, mien- 
tras dure su responsabilidad ante el Gobierno. 


DECIMA TERCHRA:- Los colonos no serén trabajadores al servicio de la 
Fundacién, sino personas libres que se establezcan 
y trabajen para su propio y exclusivo beneficio. 


DECIMA CUARTA:- La produccién de las fincas de los colonos, asf como 

los subproductos de las mismas, podrdnm exportarse li- 
bres de derecho de aduana, exceptudndose los impuestos locales, que 
se pagar dn; ya sea que dichos productos o subproductos sean exporta- 
dos directamente por los colonos, o por intermedio de la daci dns 
pero en_todo caso el beneficio de la exencién aprovecharé a los colo- 
noe Sxpludtrameate. Esta liberacién duraré por 61 tiempo del presen- 
e contrato. 


DECIMA QUINTA:- Los colonos podres adquirir la ciudadanfa ecuatoria- 

na, de acuerdo con las leyes del pafs, gozando hasta 
entonces de los derechos civiles que acuerden a los extranjeros las 
leyes ecuatorianas. 


DECIMA SEXTA:- Los colonos gozardn de_la garantfa de libertad reli- 
giosa, de acuerdo con la Constitucién. 


DECIMA SEPTIMA:~ La Fundacién se comprons ts a presentar ante el Minis-— 
erio de Colonizacidn mapas y planos detallados de 
las secciones colonizadas. 


DECIMA OCTAVA:- La duracién de este contrato ser& de cinco afios a con- 
tar de la fecha de su aprobaciém por la Fundacién. 


Art. 20.— Quedan encargados de la ejecucién del presente Decreto, los 
sefiores Ministros de Previsién Social y Colonizacién, de In- 
migraciém, de Agricultura, de Relaciones Exteriores y de Hacienda. 


DADO en el Palacio Nacional, en Quito, a 6 de Mayo de 1.940. 


sf. ir Qe 


El Ministro_de Previsién Social El Ministro de Inmigracién, 
y Colonizacién, 


TT. Malo ke “i. a. Durango. 
El Ministro de Agricultura, El Ministro de RR. EE., 


A. Espinosa B. J. Tobar Donoso 


El Ministro de Hacienda, 


“Dr. G. D. Andrade. 


Enclosure No. 2 to despatch No. 1001 of May 8, 1940 
from the American Legation, Quito. 


Translation. 
(EL Comercio, May 7, 1940) 





Andrés F. Cérdova, 
Provisional President, 


Considering: 


That the progress of America is due in grest part 
to European immigration; 


That it 1s the duty of the American Countries to 
preserve, save and propagate the best of European 
eivilization and human naterial; and 


That 1t is the obligation of the Government to 
promote immigration and colonization, doing so in a 
technical manner, in order to vitalize the national 
economy end promote the progress of the country, 


Decrees that; 


Article 1. ‘The Winister of Social Welfare and 
Colonization be authorized, in the name and in represen- 
tation of The New World Resettlement Fund, Inc.--vhich 
in the clauses of the contract shall be called the 
Foundation only--a Contract on Colonization in accordance 
with the following bases and regulations: 


First: The Government grants the Foundation 
the following rights: 


(a) To bring Spanish colonists to Ecuador; 


(b) To acquire or lease lands of the State, 
corporations of public and private law, or 
individuals, in the name of the Foundation; 


(ce) To establish agricultural colonies 
in the zones determined by the Government; 


(d) To divide the lands acquired or leased, 
among the colonists; 


(e) Yo control the activities of the 
colonists inside the colonies and with relation 
to the purposes of the latter; without this 


signifying a lack of powers which belong to 
the Authorities of Ecuador; 


(£) To import, duty free, seeds, tools 


and 
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and agricultural machinery, breeding animals 
and the personal effects of the colonists. 

fhe Foundation may not make these importations 
except for the use of the colonists, nor may 
it sell them nor cede them in any wey, direct 
or indirect, to other persons or institutions. 
The non-fulfillment of this stipulation shall 
be sufficient cause for terminating this 
contract. 


The Foundation shall likewise see that the 
colonists do not sell or transport to other 
persons, in any manner, articles thus imported. 
In case of infringement, the Foundation shall 
suspend the right of the colonist to buy, 
acquire or use seeds, toole, implements and 
agricultural machinery or breeding animals 
imported under the conditions indicated, and 
shell pay the Government the duties exempted. 


Second: The Foundation shall always keep in 
Eeuegor a representative with full powers and a fixed 
domicile, to deal with the Government and the asso- 
clations and individuals who contract with it, and, 
in general, to be responsible judicially and extras 
judicially for the Foundation's obligations in 
accordance with the laws of Ecuador. 


Until this representative is formally appointed, 
ir. John Dos Passos shall act, ad referendum, in 
the name of tite Foundation, in all negotiations with 
the Government and especially with regard to the 
signature of this contrect, which must be approved 
by the Foundation within tirty days after the date 
of its signature. 


Third, The Founcation shell have the right 
to select colonists for agricultural work, in agreemert 
with the Diplomatic or Consular Agent designated by 
the Government of Ecuador. 





Fourth. The Foundation, or its agents abroad,shall 
the lists of the colonists chosen and their femilies 
to the Diplomatic or Consular Agent referred to in the 
preceding ordinal, together with documents and question= 
naires giving full information about each individual. 
The Diplomatic or Consular Agent may give hic approval 
on the basis of such documents and questionnaires 
and reports which he may personally obtain, and visé, 
in consequence, the respective pessports, provided 
thet those documents and reports assure him that the 
colonist ie honest and a worker. The representativas 
of the Foundstion shall see to putting the colonists 
on board. 


The colonists shall bring their families, 
which may consist of a husband and wife, their fathers 
and mothers, their brothers and sisters who are minors 
or economically dependent on them, their dau mbes. 
and their sons stili under parental control 
emancipados). 


In 
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In the case of families, collective family 
visas or simply collective vizas shall be granted, 
in conformity with Paragraph V of the Passport 
Regulations. 


Fifth. In case a colonist does not have a 
paseport, either through having lost it or because 
his native country has not given him one, or for 
any other reason, the certificate of identity issued 
by the French Government to the refugee shall be 
accepted as personal documentation for the purposes 
of the selection and approval referred to in the 
third and fourth ordinals of this contract, and the 
Diplomatic or Consular Agent shall viné it as an 
Ordinary Passport, in conformity with Article 62 
of the Passport Regulations. 


The Foundation shall have the right to 
request the Diplomatic or Consular Agent to notify 
the immigrants selected and approved, that permission 
has been granted them to emigrate to Ecuador, for 
the purpose of facilitating their movement to the 
ports. 


Sixth. The Foundation guarantees that the 
colonists shall be chosen for their ability and 
technical qualifications in agriculture. These 
conditions must be verified by the Diplomatic or 
Consular Agent designated by the Government. 


If the Government claims, within a period 
of two years and with reasonable proof, that the 
colonist is not a farmer, the Foundation agrees to 
re-embark at its own expense colonists and their 
femilies whom the Government has decided to expel. 


In case the Government, for any other 
legal cause or for reasons of public order, and 
within the same period of two years, decides to expel 
one or more colonists, the Foundation shall re-embark 
them within the period indicated and shall pay a 
fine of one hundred dollars per month until the day 
on which the embarcation has been effected. 


Seventh, The colonists shall be principally 
Spanish agriculturalists; but the Foundation hag 
the right to bring to Ecusdor other immigrents, 
experts in work related to agriculture, for the good 
operation and organization of the colonies, in a 
proportion of not more than ten percent of the total 
colonists. These immigrants shall come as employees 
of the Foundation and under the conditions of this 
contract. 


Eighth. The reception, trensportation, mainten- 
ance, etc., of the colonists shall be paid by the 
Foundation from the moment that they arrive at 
Ecuadorean ports. 


Ninth. 


ante. 


Ninth. The Foundation shall deposit in the 
Central Bank of Eouador the sum of seven hundred 
dollars for each family of seven persons or less, 
and one hundred dollars for each person in excess, 
when the family consists of more than seven persons, 
The sum deposited may be withdrawn only to pay the 
expenses of establishing the colonists. 


Tenth, The legal representative of the 
Foundation in Ecuador shall be authorized to request 
and obtain from the Ministry of Finance of Ecuador 
exemption from import dguties on the articles 
enumerated in letter (f) of the first ordinal of 
this contract, and to request the Customs Authorities 
for the tree uespateh of such objects, for the 
exclusive use of the colonists and of the Foundation, 


Eleventh. The Foundaticn shall not request 
the gratis concession of lands of the Government 
of Ecuador, It shali buy or lease lands direct from 
the Government or other entities of Public or Private 
Law or from private persons who have sufficient title 
in them. The Foundation shall acquire or lease such 
lands in its own name and conclude the necessary 
contracts with the colonists for the transfer of 
such lands eat the end of e certain number of years 
which shall be fixed in each contract between the 
Foundation and the colonist. 


The prices of the unoccupied lands (tierras 
paldfas) shall be determined in accordance with the 
lew on the matter. 


In connection with unoccupied lands, the 
Foundation shall sell the colonists parcels at the 
rete of twenty hectares per family, at the same prices 
they were sold to it by the Government, 


The Foundation shell not be obliged to 
sell the parcels to the colonists, that is to say, 
to give them the respective titles to freehold, while 
the liebility of the Foundation to the Government 
lasts, but when a colonist goes outside of the 
protection of the Foundation through the expiration 
of the period of two years, referred to in the final 
clause of the sixth ordinal, it shall be obliged 
to give him the corresponding title, provided that 
the colonist hes fulfilied his obligations to the 
Foundation. 


Twelfth, The first agricultural colony shall 
consiet of not lese than ten families, which shell 
be established within the first year, counted from 
the approval of this contract by the Foundation, 
which may bring up to five thousand families under 


the 
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the terms of this contract end within the period 
fixed in the eighteenth ordinal, after prior 
permission of the Government for each group. 


The Foundation shall give each family a 
house owned by the Foundation, transferable under 
the terms of the eleventh clause, for the dwelling 
of the colonist, and the necessary number of animals 
and agricultural implements, depending on the kind 
of cultivation to which they are devoted. It shall 
likewise give him the seeds and plants which he needs. 


The Foundation shall guarantee to the 
colonists their mairfenance while its responsibility 
to the Government lasts. 


Thirteenth. The colonists shall not be workers 
in the service of the Foundation, but free persons 
who establish themselves and work for their om 
exclusive profit. 


Fourteenth. The production of the properties 
of the colonista, as well as the by-products thereof, 
may be exported free of Qustoms duties, excepting 
the locel taxes, which shell be paid; whether the 
said products or by-products are exported directly 
by the colonists or through the Foundation; but 
in any case the benefit of the exemption shall accrue 
exclusively to the colonists. This exemption shall 
last for the period of the present contract. 


Fifteenth, The colonists may acquire Ecuadorean 
citizenship in accordance with the laws of the 
country, enjoying from then on the civil rights 
granted to foreigners by the Ecuadorean laws. 


Sixteenth. The colonists shall enjoy the guaranty 
of religious liberty, in conformity with the Constitu- 
tion. 


Seventeenth. The Foundation agrees to furnish 
the Ministry of Colonization with detailed maps and 
plane of the sections colonized. 


Eighteenth. The life of this contract shall 
pe five years, counted from the date of its approval 
by the Foundation. 


Article 2. The Ministers of Social Welfare and 
Colonization, Imhigration, Agriculture, Foreign Affairs, 
and Finance, shall see to the fulfillment of the present 
Decree. 


Given in the National Palace in Quito on 
May 6, 1940. 
Andres F. Cordova. 


The 


= Bie 
fhe Minister of Social Welfare and Colonization, 
'. Melo A. : : 


The Minister of Immigration, 
A. A. Durango. 


The Minister of Agriculture, 
A. Espinosa B. 


The Minister for Foreign Affaire, 
Julio Tobar Donoso, 


The Minister of Finance, 
Dr. César D. Andrade. 
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Mr. Allen telephoned from New York. 

He said that he and Mr. Hamilton Fish Armstrong have 
been working with Mrs. Roosevelt on the problem of 
Spanish refugees. They have been definitely informed 
that the problem of Spanish refugees was to be 
considered at the meeting of the officers of the 
Intergovernmental Committee in October. Now information 
had come to them that due to opposition from the State 
Department the question of Spanish refugees had been 
strickei from the agenda and it would be excluded from 
the talks. He said that Mr. James G. MeDonald had 
reported in New York upon his return from Washington 
that the State Department would have nothing to do with 

the 
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the Spanish refugee question and had so told Mrs. Roosevelt. 
I said to Mr. Allen that the meeting of the officers 
of the Committee would be an executive session in which 
the problem of refugees as affected by the outbreak of 
war in Europe would be considered. The question of 
Spanish refugees was not included spscificslly on the 
agenda but this did not necessarily mean that it would 
not arise in the discussion. 
I asked Allen what McDonald's authority was for 
his statement, for, to my certain knowledge, the matter 
of Spanish refugees had not been discussed in the 
Department during Mr. McDonald's visit here last week. 
Allen then said that MeDonald and Straus were out to 
wreck the Intergovernmental Committee and eliminate 
Mr. Taylor. They were working to “rehabilitate" 
Mr. Hoover and have the whole refugee control turned 
over to him. They were sowing the seeds of discord 
generelly and this was probably only another example 
of their activities. 


I made no comment. 
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NO. ‘ LONDON, June 15, 1939. 


SUBJECT: Proposed Plan for Utilization of the Capital 
Holdings of Central European and Possibly. 
Spanish Refugees to Expedite Their Immigra- 
tion to Latin America and to Promote the 
Export Trade of the Democratic States with 
Latin America, 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sir: 
I have the honor to report that a plan to assist 

the emigration of potential refugees from Poland, Hungary, 
Rumania, Yugoslavia and possibly Spain has been presented 
to the Embassy by a Dr. Ernst E. Ettisch, a former Berlin 


banker 


banker and now a citizen of Palestine, and an outline of 

2/ this scheme is attached as of possible interest to the 
Department inasmuch as Dr, ttisch's proposals contemplate 
the use of some loans which the Import-Export: Bank, 
Washington, may extend to Latin American States, A 
memorandum covering the Ettisch plan has also been 
furnished the Intergovernmental Committee on Political 
Refugees, London. 

Dr. Ettisch's original memorandum is in such poor 
English that it presents no coherent idea of his plan 
and has,therefore, not been attached to Enclosure I, 

The enclosed details were obtained from conversations 
with Dr. Ettisch in which he described his scheme in 
German to a member of the Embassy staff. 

Dr. Ettisch claimed that the purely German refugee 
problem is not the major difficulty as the number of 
these refugees is limited to about 700,000. The existing 
organizations, he felt, should be able to arrange for 
the transfer of most of these people over the next 5 
years, Dr. Ettisch considered, however, that German 
influence will vastly increase the general refugee problem 
in the countries of the Danube Basin and in Poland, and 
it is for these States primarily that his scheme is 
adapted. His plan, however, will only be of use in 
connection with potential refugees having some capital. 

Respectfully yours, 
For the Ambassador: 


Herschel V. Johnson 
Gounselor of Embassy 


| & TRUE coPY 


OF THE SI@NED 
ORIGINAL 


Enclosures 





Enclosures: 


1. Copy of letter of May 30, 1939, from Dr. Ernst 
E. Ettisoh to the Ambassador. 

2. Memorandum: “The Ettisch Scheme to Assist the 
Emigration of Potential Refugees from Poland, 
Spain and the Independent Danubian States". 


ANS: WEH 





to despatch No. ~~. 
at London, England. 
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ERNST ETTISCH TEL-AVIV 
Dr.jur. Dr. rer. pol. P.0.B. 1042 


Temporary address: London, N.W.6., 
38, Dennington Park Rd. 
May 50th, 39. 


His Excellency, 
The Ambassador of the United States of America, 
London. 


Your Excellency, 

Knowing your interest in the strengthening of 
America's export trade as well as in the international 
migration problem, I take the liberty of submitting to 
you the enclosed memorandum, 

As a Palestinian banker of German origin, staying 
only temporarily in London, I have had ample opportunity 
of studying German trade methods in the Near Hast. I 
would like to emphasise that methods, similar to my 
proposals, have enabled Germany to export goods for 
millions of pounds to the Near East during the last years. 

My memorandum contains some suggestions 

(1) how to inerease the trade of the democratic 
countries with Eastern and Southeastern Europe; 

(2) the same with regard to Latin America; 

(3) how to increase the efficiency of the chari- 
table funds, collected in order to help the 
Refugees. 

The best way to strengthen the trade position of 
the democracies in Southeastern Europe and in Latin 
America along the lines of my suggestions would be, of 
course, to come to some sort of Anglo-American cooperation 


(especially with regard to part III and the "Conclusion" 


of 


of my memorandum), 

In view of the predominant réle of the USA in Latin 
America and the lively interest of President Roosevelt 
and all the American people in the refugee problem, I 
think it advisable that the initiative in this matter 
should come from your Government despite the fact that 
most of the products of the Southeastern European countries 
will be sold in European markets. 

In case you should consider my suggestions without 
any interest for the United States Government, you would 
oblige me very much if you would be kind enough to have 
my memorandum sent back to me. 

I am, of course, entirely at your disposal if you 
should think it advisable that I should discuss my 
proposals in detail with one of your experts. 

Awaiting your decision, I remain, 


Your Exeellency's obedient servant, 


E. ETTISCH 






---to despatch No, BBL os, bo1S 37 


ut London, England, 


MEMORANDUM 


The Ettisch Scheme to Assist 


the Emigration of Potential Refugees from Poland 
Spain and the Independent Danubian States 


Dr. Ettisch's plan is only applicable to potential 
refugees with some capital from Poland, Hungary, Rumania, 
Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and possibly Spain, where capital 
transfer is now prohibited by exchange restrictions. It 
does not apply to the German situation as the procedure 
is designed to assist not only the emigration of potential 
refugees but also to promote the trade of the afore- 
mentioned States with the free exchange countries and 
thereby lessen their economic dependence on the Reich. 

It envisages the establishment of a Refugee Central 
Accounting Fund at Bern, Switzerland, with subsidiary 
branch offices at Warsaw, Bucharest, Budapest, Belgrade, 
etc., and possibly Madrid, 

Potential refugees will pay the capital they wish 
to transfer abroad into the subsidiary branch office of 
the R.O.A.F. of their country of residence, at the same 
time being credited with the amount at the Bern office. 
The capital available for transfer may only be transferred, 
however, to the country where the refugee intends finally 
to settle. 

The Latin American States are considered by Dr. Ettisch 


to be the most favorable area for this immigration scheme - 


despite 


despite their present unwillingness to absorb any 
noteworthy numbers of German refugees - as they need 
settlers with capital, and likewise the foreign exchange 
which the scheme envisages would accrue to the admitting 
country for the emigrés accepted. 

Dr.Ettisch recalled that a major problem for Poland, 
Hungary, Rumania, Yugoslavia and Spain is that the 
Germans offer substantially higher prices in Reichsmarks 
for the raw materials and agricultural products of 
these States than can be obtained elsewhere. These 
offers determine the inland market quotations which are 
thus not competitive in free markets with other sources 
of supply. This means, in most instances, that when 
these Central Kuropean States wish to sell wheat or raw 
materials to the free exchange countries, primarily 
Britain, the country concerned must subsidize its ship-= 
pers in the domestic currency to breach the difference 
between the German offers and the world market price. 

For example, Great Britain has recently agreed to 
take 200,000 tons of Rumanian wheat this year provided 
that the f.a.s. price at the time is the same as the 
world price. To achieve this the Rumanian Government 
may well find it necessary to subsidize (in lei) their 
wheat exporters in order to bridge the difference between 
the internal Rumanian wheat quotation (based on German 
offers) and the Liverpool price, 

The purpose of the Refugee Central Accounting Fund 


in Bern and the Account'’s subsidiary branches is to hold 


and 


and to utilize (a) the potential refugee capital for these 
internal subsidies to enable Poland, Rumania, etco., to 
compete in world markets while their domestic producers 
can, at the same time, receive the higher domestic our= 
renoy prices otherwise only obtainable from Germany; 

(b) to utilize this capital to purchase with free exchange 
the bonds or other securities received by the Import-Export 
Bank, Washington, as security against loans made to 

Latin American States; and, finally, (c) to enable potential 
refugees in the countries named to transfer part of their 
Capital abroad to countries in Latin America which will 
only accept them if they arrive with enough funds to 

start life anew without becoming charges upon the state 

to which they desire to go. 

The scheme contemplates that potential refugees in 
the Central European States mentioned and possibly Spain 
deposit with the branch office in their country of 
residence all their capital, other than the amount neces- 
sary to maintain their existence while awaiting permission 
to emigrate. This capital will, of course, be in domestic 
currency which the present national exchange restrictions 
prevent transferring. The potential emigrés depositing 
this capital will have oredited to their individual ac- 
Counts both at the local office and at the Bern headquarters 
of the R.C.A.F, the amounts paid in. 

A certain percent of the emigrés' capital paid to 
the R.C.A.F. will, however, be placed at the disposal of 


the covernments where the potential refugees reside to 


enable 


enable these States to subsidize their domestic exporters 
to such an extent as to enable these exporters to obtain, 
in their domestic ourrenoy, the same price for their 
exports to free exchange countries as would be reaeived 
if they were sold to Germany over the respective clearing 
arrangements with the Reich. 

From the free foreign exchange proceeds obtained 
by these Governments from their exports to the free 
exchange countries, the sale of which has been assisted 
by subsidies paid for by the R.C.A.F. funds set aside for 
this purpose, a major percentage would be at the free 
disposal of exporting nations. The remaining free foreign 
exchange obtained from the exports in question would be 
deposited with the Bern office of the R.C.A.F. which in 
turn pays the exporting country the equivalent sum in 
domestic currency at the official rate of exchange. 

Exporters in the Central European States in question 
are thus able to receive the same price in their domestic 
currency for their exports to free exchange markets as 
they would obtain for similar shipments to Germany and 
the States themselves receive a substantial amount of 
"devisen" for these exports which would be unobtainable 
if the products had been sold to the Reich. 

The Bern office of the R.C.A.F. utilizes the free 
foreign exchange share acoruing to it from these Central 
European exports to purghase the bonds or other securities 
issued by Latin Amerioan States against loans advanced to 


them by the Import-Export Bank, Washington. 


These 





These securities are taken up by the individual 
refugees designated by Bern to emigrate to the Latin 
American country in question, to the amount of their 
capital credited at Bern to their account, less the 
sum deducted for the special export subsidy fund of the 
Bern office. 

The Latin American country, whose securities have 
been purchased from the Import-Export Bank, guarantees, 
in turn, to buy these “bearer securities" from the 
immigrants settling in the country in question, paying 
for them in the domestic currency at par. 

It is claimed that the Ettisch plan enables: 

1. Those European countries, other than Germany, 
with a potential refugee problem, who are 
forced to sell a large proportion of their 
exports to Germany over their respective 
clearings because of the higher prices of- 
fered by the Reich, to sell a substantial 
volume of export products to the free exchange 
markets at the world market prices and yet 
pay their respective exporters the higher 
German quotations in their various domestic 
ourrencies at no extra expense to the export- 
ing countries. Furthermore, a substantial 
amount of free foreign exchange would accrue 
to these states from these exports which would 
not be obtained if the produots had been 
shipped to the Reioh. 


2. 


&. 


5. 
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The Huropean countries in question to escape 
to some extent from the German “clearing" 
stranglehold which the higher prices offered 
by the Reich in their respective domestic 
currencies have fastened upon them. 

Potential refugees in these countries to 
transfer a substantial portion of their 
original capitel from countries which have 
rigid exchange restrictions. 

The placing of a certain volume of American 
loans to Latin America which have a reasonahle 
certainty of repayment. 

Latin American States to obtain emigrés with 
eapital in the currency of their new country 
of settlement. 

A possible market for agrioultural and devel- 
opment machinery in Latin America which should 
mainly. accrue to manufacturers in the democratic 


states. 


Some of the outstanding difficulties in the way of 


Dr. Ettisch's scheme other than any conflict which may 


exist with the plans or proposals now under consideration 


by the Intergovernmental Committee on Political Refugees 


seem to be: 


1. 


Uncertainty that there are enough potential 
refugees with capital in Poland and the other 
States mentioned to warrant the setting up of 


@ complicated scheme. 


2. 


2, The fact that most of the exports in question - 

from the European countries to which the 
scheme applies must be sold to Britain. 

There is no certainty as to the willingness 

of the British authorities to permit part 

of the sterling proceeds of their purchases 
from Poland, etc., to be utilized for other 
purposes than the purchase of British goods. 

3. The complexity of the scheme which requires 

not only the assent of the European States 
concerned but also the approval of the British 
and American authorities and the Latin Amer- 
iean States involved. 

It might, however, be mentioned that Dr. Ettisch's 
scheme has many possible variations, advanced by Dr. 
Ettisoh but omitted from this memorandum as not pertinent 
until the basic idea has received consideration from some 
responsible governmental or private organization. For 
example, Dr, Ettiseh presented a plan whereby American 
remittances to the countries in question by relatives of 
potential refugees could be paid to Bern for the account 
of the recipient and part of the exchange proceeds utilized 
to service American loans, 

As the actual working of the scheme is rather compli- 
cated, an instance is given as to how the proposal would 
work in the case of a single individual who desires to 
enigrate from Rumania and has been designated by the 
Bern office of the R.C.A.F. to proceed to Paraguay. 


Example 





Example 
Dr. X is a business man living in Bucharest who has 


a Capital of 1.2 million lei and who desires to emigrate 
to whatever Latin American country may be prepared to 
give him entry. An arbitrary exchange rate of 10 leis 
to the dollar will be assumed. 

Under the Ettisch scheme, Dr. X would turn over to 
the Bucharest office of the Refugee Gentral Accounting 
Fund 1 million lei (keeping 200,000 lei for personal 
current expenses) and will be credited on the books of 
that office and Bern with 700,000 lei. The remaining 
300,000 lei are credited by the R.C,A.F. to their Export 
Subsidy Fund upon which the Rumanian authorities can 
draw to subsidize exports of Rumanian produce and raw 
materials to the extent of being able to offer them at 
world quotations. 

The Rumanian Government, at this time, has an oppor- 
tunity to sell X bushels of wheat to Germany at 2 million 
lei. The British Government is also prepared to buy this 
wheat but only at world market price whigh is 50 percent 
below the German offer. 

The Rumanian Government decides to sell 50 percent 
of this wheat to England for free exchange and calls upon 
the Subsidy Fund of the R.C.A.F. for 300,000 lel in order 
to pay domestic wheat producers the same price in lei 
for the wheat sold to England as for that being shipped 
to Germany. 


Upon 


Upon shipment of the wheat to Liverpool the Rumanian 
Government obtains a oredit of 700,000 lei or $70,000 
(at assumed rate of exchange) at the Midland Bank, London. 
At the same time the Rumanian wheat shippers obtain 
1 million lei for their wheat, the difference being 
obtained from the refugee fund. 

The Rumanian Government now plaess to Dr. X's 
acgount at the Bern office of the R.C.A.F, 40, percent 
or $28,000 of the proceeds of the wheat sale to Britain 
and retains 60 percent or $42,000 for its own account, 
It now has not only $42,000 in foreign exchange but also 
has been able to pay its wheat growers the same price 
in lei for the wheat shipped to England as was offered 
by Germany. 

Of Dr. X's original 1 million lei his aceount has 
now been debited: 

300,000 lei to subsidy fund 

280,000 lei at official rate of 10 lei to 
the dollar to repay transfer of 
$28,000 
580,000 lei 





Up to now Dr. X has paid 580,000 lei to obtain the 
transfer of $28,000. Dr.X has, therefore, left in his 
lei account with the R.O.A.F. 420,000 lei which is eligi- 
ble for transfer by a transaction similar to the wheat 
deal. In other words, he will finally be able to liqui- 
date his 1. million lei at about 50 percent discount. 

The next step is to arrange for Dr. K's departure 
from Rumania. 
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He has under the example just given obtained 
$50,000, i.e., 1 million lei, at a loss of 50 percent, 
credited to his account at Bern which, however, can only 
be utilized for purposes of emigration. 

Paraguay has indicated a willingness to receive 
emigrés with capital in foreign exchange. The Bern 
office ttieroupdn tells Dr. X that if he wishes to leave 
Rumania he must go to Paraguay, 

At this time the Import-Export Bank has given Para- 
guay a loan for $1,000,000 at 4 percent including amortiza- 
tion to build public utilities, to buy agricultural 
machinery, etc, The Import-Export Bank receives for this 
loan bonds in Paraguayan inland currency at a fixed 
exchange Tate equivalent to $1 million plus a premium 
issue of bonds equal to 10 percent or a total of $100,000, 

The R.C.A.F. at Bern buys these $1 million Paraguayan 
inland bonds from the Import-Export Bank at the fixed 
exchange rate with the foreign exchanve proceeds paid 
into the Bern bank by “would be" emigrants like Dr. X 
who receive these inland bearer bonds in exchange for 
their free foreign currency. In addition to these bonds 
Dr. X receives 10 percent extra in bonds from the premium 
issue mentioned above. 

In this instance, Dr. X upon arrival in Paraguay is 
entitled to receive Paraguayan inland bearer bonds in 
pesos equivalent to $30,800 ($28,000 plus 10 percent) 
at the official rete of exchange, which the Paraguayan “am 
Government guarantees to buy at par from Dr. X should he 


wish to sell. 


The 
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The 10 percent bond premium, however, cannot be 
retained by Dr. X but must be deposited into a special 
fund. known as a "Paraguayan Agricultural Settlement Fund", 
This fund will be utilized to bring from Rumania, in this 
instance, selected landless non-refugee peasant farmers 
who are eager to immigrate for want of an opportunity 
to buy land in eastern Europe. The Paraguayan Government 
would supply the land free or at a nominal price to be 
paid over an extended period while the Settlement Fund 
could be used to purchase equipment, etc., for the new 
peasant farmer settlers. 

It is roughly estimated, by Dr. Ettisch, that for 
each ten refugees accepted, one non=-refugee skilled farmer 
would be enabled to immigrate. 

Dr. Ettisch’s scheme embodies an extension of the 
plan whereby the Import-Export Bank might vary the 
preceding scheme by extending a supplementary credit 
of $250,000 (in addition to the original $1 million loan 
against which $1.1 million in peso bonds were issued). 
This supplementary credit will not be taken up by Bern 
so that in effect Paraguay has an interest and amortiza- 
tion charge in foreign exchange totalling only $12,000 
per year or about .88 percent upon a total foreign loan 
of $1.35 millions. 

It might well be possible to tie up part of the 
$1 million loan to Paraguay by the Import-Export Bank 
with a settlement proposal which will go in for an 
agricultural program recommended by the United States, 


It 
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It is understood that the American agricultural authori- 
ties are sending experts to several Latin American 
countries to assist them in promoting the production 

of erops for which there is a market in the United States. 

In the final instance the major free exchange market 
for Danubian products is the United Kingdom. Therefore, 
of the total $70,000 worth of free exchange obtained by 
Rumania from its wheat sale and at the disposal of the 
Rumanian Gevernment, in the example cited, #42,000 must 
be used for purchases and interest payments in the United 
Kingdom, the remaining $28,000 having been utilized to 
buy part of the Paraguayan peso bonds issue from the 
Import-Export Bank. 

Furthermore, so that the British could feel that 
they have not made any unnecessary sacrifice in giving 
up part of the sterling proceeds of their purchases from 
Danubian countries for other than the sale of British 
exports, 60 percent of the $1 million loan might be ear- 
marked for purchases by Paraguay in the United States, 

30 percent for purchases in Great Britain and 10 percent 


for purchases from other free exchange countries. 
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Dear Mr. Duggan: “| We DEPARTMENT OF SIA'E | 
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You are probably wondering how our Spanish refugee colony in Ecuador 
is getting along since the arrival of the second group of refugees 


last month, The colony now numbers 50 persons, including a six-month 
old baby, and all are getting along wonderfully, 


The building program 
already moved out of 
settled in their om 


is going ahead full steam and two families have 
the big community building and are now happily 
new homes. Our director Mr, Fried tells us 
that within 3 months each of the ten families will have their indi- 
vidual house and the single men will turn the community building in- 
to a bachelor's residence club. 


In spite of their remarkable progress in so short a time, our Spanish 
colonists are impatient and want to put the farm on a paying basis as 
soon as possible. They tell us that if we would purchase a saw mill 
end motor, the colony could become self-supporting in a very short 
time, They have sent us exhaustive information on the type of saw 
mill they would need and in fact have already spotted a second hand 
model which they have described to us with the minutest detail, It 
poils down to this-- the saw mill itself would cost 15,670 Sucres, 
just over $1,000 as the Sucre is now quoted at 15 to a dollar, In 
addition they need a Diesel or gasoline motor, Figuring 211 expen- 
ses entailed, including the motor, our colonists calculate that it 
will cost us about $1,500. 


They ask us if our good friends and 01d contributors who have made 

the colony possible wouldn't like to help us buy this equipment. So 
we are passing their request on to you hoping that you will want to 
have a part in this saw mill, You can consider that you are giving 
them saw blades or tracks and carriers, receder works or cone clutch 
feedworks, or a great many other mechanisms that make up a saw mill. 


If we receive 150 ten dollar contributions we will cable Mr. Fried; 
"BUY SAW MILL DAY IS SAVED", However, for those of you who would 
like to give us a thousand dollars but have to be content with send- 
ing us $5 or $2 or $1, please be assured that every single penny will 
count and that the colonists will appreoiate it from the bottom of 
their hearts. 


Cordially yours 


Cade the 
America ay 
Executive Secfetary 


New World Resettlement Fund Inc. 


2 WEST 43rd STREET 
NEW YORK.N. Y. 


OSWALD GARRISON VILLARD 
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NEW YORK CITY -- Inspired by new found freedom, the members of the co-operative 
colony of Spanish refugees established in Eouador last winter by the New World 
Resettlement Fund, have adopted the name of South Amerioa's great liberator, 
Simon Bolivar, for their community. Originally it was called Las Palmeras- 


El Comeroio, leading deily in Quito, the Eouadorian capital, commended this change 
ine long editorial. Translated by Miss America Gonzalez, exeoutive secretary of 
the New World Fund, at its headquerters here, that editorial said: 


"The Speniards who come to our shores today do not come to conquer us. They come 
in search of what they have lost in Spain -- liberty. To provide places of refuge 
for people such as this, Bolivar gave his life and soul. . . . We can say without 
fear of contradiction that the best of the Spanish spirit has emigrated to the 
American countries. Now that these exiles are in a free land they could choose no 
better spiritual mentor than the man who implanted liberty in this hemisphere and 
whose ideas will protect our continent from the despotic attacks that are turning 
Burope into a shambles." 


. Purohase of a sawmill with which to produce lumber supplies has been under oon- 
sideration in the colony for many weeks. Costs and all other practical elements 
have been weighed carefully by the New World Fund's executive board and by Arthur 
Fried, its resident director in Quito. With @ sawmill in operation, the colonists 
could manufacture boards, doors, window frames, and kindred building material, 
gnd the added revenue would go a long way toward making them self-supporting. 


There was e rousing celebration lete in Mey when Simon Bolivar was enlarged by 
the coming of three more families, comprising 16 persons. That meant additional 
skills and raised the colony's personnel to 50. Luis Cano and Enrique Verdu, new 
arrivels, and both experienced lumber workers, were appointed respectively to the 
direoting and technical committees. 


Employing local help, the colonists are hastening clearance of timber land to 
provide pasturege for their ten cows and three calves. Green timber has been laid 
to form a corduroy road to connect the residence center with the nearby automobile 
highway, end to reach a new tract of virgin lend they recently cleimed from the 
government under homesteading privileges. Their 1938 motor truck mekes them inde- 
pendent of local transportation, allowing them to drive to Quito at any moment to 
purchase supplies for the farm, to sell their charcoal and wood, to take a sick 
colonist to the dootor, or merely to teke a few of them to see a movie. Quito is 
only 35 miles away. 


The children's classes, now held out of doors or in the dining shack when it 
reins, will soon have e permanent olass-room. And e library hes been started with 
@ collection of books presented by the Bolivar Sooiety of Eouador at the suggestion 
of Dr. Carlos Andrade Marin, Eouadorian Minister of Social Welfare. 


Remembering the warm welcome these pioneers got from both the people and the 
authorities of Eouador, and especially from Minister Andrade Merin, and because he 
follows their progress with personal interest, they voted unanimously to send to 
him, as a contribution to the work of his department, the proceeds from the first 
seven mule-packs of charcoal they produced. 


Oswald Garrison Villard is netional chairman of the New World Fund, and John 
Dos Passos is its national secretary. Its offices ere at 2 West 43d street. 


EDITORS: If you use this story or comment editorially on its contents, please send 
us a marked copy of whatever you print. Thank you. 


NEw WoRLD RESETTLEMENT FUND 
Margaret De Silver, treasurer 

2 West 43rd Street 

New York City 


I enclose $. as a contribution to the Spanish 


refugee colony in Ecuador. 





Name 





Address 


“Las Palmeras”, the 741 acre farm of the New World Resettlement 
Fund is on the main automobile highway, just 31 miles out of Quito, 
the capital of Ecuador. 


I am sending you the names of friends who may be interested- 
in your work. 


a) You may use my name b) Do not use my name 





December 4, 1941. 


Dear Mr, Malin: 

I am returning with many thanks the material on the 
refugees in France which you so kindly lent me. Copies 
have been made of this material for the Department's 
files and an extra copy is enclosed as a possible use to 
you. 

I appreciate your furnishing me with the names and 
addresses of persons who have information about Spanish 
refugees in France. I shall endeavor to get in touch 
with them when they are in Washington. 


Sincerely, 


Enclosure: 


1. Memorandua. 


Mr. Patrick Murphy Malin, 
American Direotor, 
International Migration Service, 
122 East Twenty-second Street, 
New York, New York. 
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PATRICK MURPHY MALIN 
AMERICAN DIRECTOR, INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION SERVICE 
se 


Room 601, 122 E. 22ND Sr, 221 N, PRINCETON Ave, 
NEW YORK cITY SWARTHMORE, PENNA. 
GRAmency 5-6880 SWARTHMORE 530-8 


EERE Enamel 


INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 


President 
MME. DR. LONG-LANDRY, Marseilles 


International Director 
GEORGE L. WARREN, New York 


Associate International Directors 

RUTH LARNED, New York 

SUZANNE FERRIERE, Geneva 
MME. FRANCOISE VIGNAT, Paris 


American Director 
PATRICK MURPHY MALIN 


INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION SERVICE 


(Established 1924) 


A private organization with branches, associated agencies or correspondents 
in forty nations, providing social services without charge to persons who 
need them in two or more countries, and participating in the study and 
improvement of conditions of migration and problems arising therefrom. 
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November 12, 1941 


Mr. Edward S, Maney 

Acting Secretary 

Inter-Governmental Committee on Refugees 
Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 





fees Lwin 
12-Y¥-¥/ 
4 Wacelisetl 


Dear Mr. Maney: ard copy 
When I saw you the other day I promised to send you the following 
addresses of people who have information about Spanish refugees 

in France: 


Manuel Inchausti, 56 Gedney Park Drive, White Plains, N. Y. (leader 
of the Basques in this country) for whom I brought back some 
brief but authoritative documents prepared by the Basque leaders 
in Marseilles. Mr. Inchausti has been told of your interest, 
and will be ,lad to call at your office whenever you suggest 
and share this material with you. 


Miss Margaret Palmer, 34 West 12th Street, New York City. Formerly 
a@ representative in Spain of the Carnegie Art Institute of 
Pittsburgh; more recently working with the Spanish refugee 
group in Marseilles. 


Miss Celine Rott de Neufville, c/o Mrs. Henry S. Canby, 157 E. 81st 
Street, New York City. Until recently a representative of the 
American Friends Service Committee working especially with the 
Spenish refugees in Montauban; planning to return fairly soon. 


Morris C. Troper, Joint Distribution Committee, 100 EB. 42nd Street, 
New York City. He can give you the latest information available 
from the JDC's Lisbon office, which at least in August knew con- 
siderable about Spanish refugees in Casat ylanca; I believe the 
New York office may know something about the Prieto group in 


this country also. eet 
ce police 


My secretary will be expecting to recejve’from you during my absence 
abroad, and at your convenience, the(material which I put into your 
hands the other day. 


Yours truly, 


tcl carr <a ea ane 
American Difector 


PMM: MAW 
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Situation des Espagnols en France 


Selon les statistiques officielles il y avait au 
mois de Novembre 1940 en France 75,000 espagnols réfugiés. 
Ce calcul était inferieur @ la réalite. Il y en avait 
environ 90,000, 

Pendant l'hivern un important contingent est ventré 
en Espagne poussé par l'atroce misere qui sevigait sur eux 
et la crainte du camp d'accueil. 

A l'heure actuelle, selon les donnés assez sérieuses 
dont je peux disposes, il doit vester en France environ 
55,000 réfugiés espagnols: 20,000 dans la zone occupée 
et 45,000 dans la zone libre. 

C'est tres difficile d'avoir des veuseiquements precisa 
sur ceux qui vestent en zone occupée., Tout de méme tout 
permet de croire que pour l'instant il ne sont pas trop 
malheureux, Tous ceux qui ont un métier ou une spécialite, 
travaillent. Les allemands leur donnent toutes les facil- 
ités et méme viennent en zone libre en vecruter. Une 
pression tres forte a été exercée sur les nommes de métier 
et spécialistes encadrés dans les groupes de Travailleurs 
et ceux qui vestaient dans les camps, pour les obliger a 
passer en zone occupée, d'ailleurs sur la base de signer des 
contrats en assez bonnes conditions. La résistance a eté 
génerale. 

En zone non occupée, la distribution du contingent 
espagnol réfugié peut se distribué par région d'origine: 


17,000 
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17,000 Catalans, 7/8.000 Basques et le reste des 
autres régions espagnoles, 

60% du contingent total sont des hommes valides de 
18 & 48 ane soit envivon 27,000 hommes. 

Il y a envivon: 5,000 femmes, 

8,000 enfants jusqu'a 17 ans. 
3,000 invalidés et mutilés. 
2,000 vieillards et malades, 

Il y a environ 15,000 espagnols velides encadrés en 
Groupes de Travailleurs Etrangers, La seule région de 
Toulouse dispose de 22 Groupes constitués exclussivement 
par des espagnols: Soit 6,000 hommes envivon,. 

La vie dans les groupes a été extrémement difficile 
pendant l'hiver du point de vue nourriture. L'Lutendence 
ne leur fournit rien, 

Il reste tragique du point de vue habillement. Les 
hommes employés dans des travaux tres rudes, n'ont regu 
qu'un pantalon, 1 paire d'espadrilles on de bottes, Dans 
beaucoup de Groupes, il n'ont rien regu. Pas de linge 
interieur, ni de savon, 

Actuellement 60% de ces hommes ont été cedés aux 
agriculteurs pour l'époque des grands trevaux. Salaire moyen 
200 fcs. par mois, nourris et logés et le patron doit verser 
10% du salaire au groupe. 


Les 


x= 


Les familles de ces hommes devraisut toucher 1'alloca- 
tion (Fou 10 fcs. par jour pour la femme et 4'50 pour 
enfant). Seulement un 60% des familles la touchent et 
méme celles-la avec des fortes restrictions. Sauf des 
cas tres rares, les allocations ne dépassent pas 300 fcs. 
par mois par famille. 

Dans les camps d'accuail il reste a l'heure, actuelle 
tres peu d'hommes valides: au total maximum 1,500. La 
plupart sont absobes a l'heure actuelle par L'agriculture, 
l'industrie du batiment et les entreprises de travaux 
publics. 

Mais on doit compter que la majorité de ces hommes 
regagneront soit le camp soit le groupe a l'entrée de 
l'hiver. 

Les hommes libres ont en tout le mel jusqu'a présent 
pour conserver leur liberté. La moitré ont récu sans 
aucune documentation et faisant du Aravail "noir", Naturelle- 
ment, exploités. 

Un contingent d'environ 3/4000 personnes ont regu d'une 
fagon plus ou moins reguliére des subventions du Méxique. 
La plupert des bénéficiaires ont été envoyés en résidence 
consignée. 

A L'heure actuelle de nouveaux et plus larges régle- 
ments du Ministére du travail, permettent aux espagnols de 


travailler 


whic 


travailler: a l'agriculture, industrie du bois et du 
charbon industrie du batiment, certaines categories de 
métellurgistes et toutes les spécialités on il n'y a pas 

de chomage frangais. La seule condition, c'est qu'il doivent 
présenter la carte d'idéntité dé travailleur périmée, I1 
doivent verser pour la nouvelle carte 100 fcs. plus 25 fcs. 
par mois depuis le moment ou la carte est périmée. 

C'est cette avance de fonds qui empéche dans beaucoup 
de cas les espagnols de travailler car la plupart sont 
dans la plus extréme misere, 

Dans tous les cas les salaires qu'ils touchent sont 
inferieurs aux conventions du travail, 

L'aide méxicaine a été plus téorique que réelle. 
Jusqu'au mois de Février 3/4000 personnes ont bénéficié 
d'une subvention réguliere. Depuis le mois de Mars, ces 
bénéficiaires ont touché une seule fois la subvention, 

Pour le reste des réfugiés, le Méxique n'a rien 
organise, et dans certains cas a aidé d'une fagon tout a 
fait spodadique d'autres organisations. 

Actuellement sont internés dans les camps d'accueil: 

60% du contingent de femmes et enfants. 

60% des invalides, mutilés, vieillards et malades. 

Les conditions atroces de vie dans ces camps sont assez 
connues,. 


Le 
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Le reste, trainent dans la misere d'un travail mal 
payé leur désir de liberté. 

On doit dire que sont le contingent espagnol n'a vien 
pour lL'habiller pas de vetéments chauds pour l'hiver, moins 
que rien en chaussures. Et surtout les enfants sont 
depourvue de tout. 

Les Quakers a Toulouse ont feit un énorme effort pour 
les espagnols. 

De Aoit 4 Novembre 1940 il ont assuré un ravitaillement 
vital a 2/500 personnes par jour en moyenne. 

Le lait 4 été payé aux enfants, vieillards, malades 
et femmes enceinte, depuis Aoit 1940 a fin mai 1941, 
Moyenne de 1,200 rations par jour. 

Un service de vestiaire est établi depuis Aoait et con- 
tinue a fonctionner non seulement pour la Hte que mais 
pour toute la zone non occupie les stocks sont en le point 
a'été terminés. Il n'y a plus rien déja pour les enfants, 

Un service de Dispensaire 4 fonctionné, jJusqu'a fin 
Mars 1941. 6,742 consultations ont été effectueil. 

Un service de médicaments gratuits est établi, Ona 
fait préparer environ 5,000 ordonnances. 

Depuis Novembre 1940 jusqu'a fin Juin 1941 on a assuré 
le ravitaillement vital a 375 familles de travailleurs qui 


ne touchaient pas l'allocation. 


Cet 
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Cet services des Quakers ont été organisés par le 
Sécrétariat Social. 

Un certain nombre de femilles extremement necéssi- 
tenses continuent a bénéficier du rationnement vital, 

Une aide massive en argent permettrait d'installer la 
majorité des espagnols dans l'agriculture pour laquelle 
sont spéciallement aptes. 

Ce serait le moyen de leur assurer une stabilité et 
une considération en France, 

La France regoage de terres en friche qui ne seront 
jamais cultivées par les frangais. Seulement dans la zone 
non occupée on a enregistré plus de 300,000 bla. labourables 
en friche. 

Peut étre les capitaux américains en francs actuelle- 
ment gelés dans les banques en France, pourraient ils servir 
a cette mission de sauvetages? 

On pourrait assurer a ces capitaux une certaine stabil- 
ité de valeur en payant 1'amortissement des préts, en nature, 
calculés au prix des produits agricoles au prix on le pret 


serait établi. 
Puycelri 20 Juillet 1941. 


Signature illegible, 
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MISE EN VALEUR DES TERRES EN FRICHE 
PAR L'UTILISATION DE LA MAIN-D' OEUVRE 
ESPAGNOLE NON OCCUPEE, 


Crest un fait que le Francais, habitué au bien-étre 
de la ville et au travail facile, répugne au dur travail 
de la terre. Dan deux mois les terres en friche qui 
n'auront pas été travaillées dts maintenant seront des 
terres perdue pour la récolte orochaine; d'ot retard d'un 
an et perte pour l'économie et, surtout, pour le 
revitaillement frangais. I1 semble peu probable gue, 
malgré tout ses efforts, le Gouvernement puisse réussir & 
eréer dans un si bref laps de temps l'ambiance nécessaire 
& ce retour massif des Frangais & la terre. 


Ce travail ne sera done pas realisé par les Francais 
pour les raisons d'ordre psychologique exposées plus haut. 


Mais la France dispose encore d'une main d'oeuvre 
exceptionellement apte par son endurance, son austerité et 
ar la provenance foncierement paysanne de ses origines, 

a faire ce travail de defrichege: c'est la main-d'oeuvre 
Espagnole. 


Les réfugiés espagnols, habitués 3 travailler dans 
leur pays un terrain aride et peu fertile, ne pourraient-ils 
plutot que d'étre concentrés dans des camps d'accueil, étre 
employés 3 un defrichage des terres arables que le Gouverne- 
ment a l'intention de récuperer? 


Cette main d'oeuvre qui a fait ses preuves depuis deux 
ans - soit dans les Compagnies de Travailleurs soit dans 
les usines de guerre - de son amour, au travail, de son 
activité, de son loyal attachement & la France et de ses 
aptitudes, a en sa faveur un autre avantage? son utilisation 
sur le sol de France ne peut avoir qu'un caractere provisoire. 
Soit qu'elle émigre en Amerique, soit que des conditions 
favorables lui permettent de rentrar dans son pays, la 
grande masse deeréfugiés Espagnols est destinée a abandonner 
da France dans un laps de temps plus ou moins long. 


La mains-d'oeuvre Espagnole servirait ainsi de trait 
d'union circonstanciel entre la nécessité immediate de la 
mise en valeur des terres en friche, et la possibilité 
de confier cette revalorisation terrienne & la main-d' oeuvre 
Frangaise redevenue agricole. 


Actuellement 
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Actuellement 50,000 Espagnols environ sont encadrés 
dans les Groupes de Travailleurs- transformation des 
anciennes Compagnies de Travailleurs militarisées. wba 
plupart des Groupes fond un travail d'une utilite rélative. 


Toutefois il est un point sur lequel on ne saurait 
trop attirer l'attention: un certain nombre d'entreprises ayant 
passé des contrats avec 1'Etat pour l'exécution de travaux 
d'intéret général, décretés par le Gouvernement pour réduire 
le chomage, ont réusel & faire mettre ces groupes de 
travailleurs & leur disposition, afin d'avoir par ce moyen 
une main-d'oeuvre & bas prix. 


Par ailleurs plusieurs milliers de travailleurs 
Espegnols travaillent clandestinement & des salaires 
inferieurs & ceux octroyés & la main-d'oeuvre Frangaise. 
Enfin, 20.000 autres Espagnols environ, demeurent inactifs 
a la charge de 1'Etat dens les camps d®accueil. 


L'utilisation des Espagnols provisoirement dans les 
travaux de défrichage prévus, les mettrait & 1'écart de tout 
emploi génant celui de la min-d'oeuvre Frangaise, les 
isolerait en quelque sorte du marché du travail. 


En outre, le défrichage par les Espagnols des terres 
abandonnées, représenterait une importante création de 
richesse avec un minimum de frais. 


Et enfin, la réunion de tout le contingent Espagnol 
réfugié dans un travail uniforme et sous un seul contréle 
administratif, permettrait une parfaite surveillance, 


Les terres en friche en France peuvent é@tre divisées 
en deux catégories: grandes propriétes abandonnées, ou 
destinées & l'ogrément et villages desertés avec terres 
attenantes. 


Les hommes seuls, sans famille, constitués en Groupes 
de Travailleurs Agricoles, encadrés per des agriculteurs Es- 
pagnols sous une direction frangaise, pourraient étre 
affectés au défrichage des grandes proprietés, soit sous le 
controle et la responsabilité du propriétaire, soit sous 
celui de 1'Administration. 


Par contre la reconstruction des villages et la mise en 
valeur des terres abandonnées attenantes, pourrait étre 
confié aux familles, sous la conduite de technicians 
Espagnols, mais toujours sous direction Frangaise. 


Une 


oS 


Une sage distribution du personnel, soit dans les 
G. de T.A. - actuellement la constitution des Groupes se 
fait d'une fagon toutes empirique sans tenir compte des 
métiers - et notamment dane les villages, permettrait 
d'avoir, dans chaque contingent, tous les élements 
téchniques necéssaires non seulement & la remise en valeur 
des terres, mais aussi le personnel des métiers indispensables 
pour reconstruire les villages et les locaux et dépendances dans 
les grandes propriétés, auesi bien qu'a 1'entretien du materiel 
de travail. 


La eréation de Groupes volants de spécialistes de la 
construction (ingenieurs, architectes, macons, charpentiers, 
ferronniers, zingueurs, menuisiers etc.) pourrait faciliter 
le travail de refection des villages abandonnés. 


Il serait interessant d'etablir, dans les villages, 
certaines categories de travail artisanal qui permettrait 
de completer l'outillage, la reféction des constructions et 
l'amenagement interieur des maisons. 


Cette application de la main-d'oeuvre Espagnole, 
pourrait étre élargie % d'autres catégories d'etrangers, sus- 
ceptibles a'étre adaptés 4 l'agriculture, actuellement dans 
les camps d'accueil. 


Un dispositif d' organisation devrait permettre aux 
autorités frangaises un controle trés serré de ces 
espagnols. 


Un Document a'identité sur lequel serait apposé le 
cachet en rouge "Travailleur Agricole Espagnol" et 
delimitées nommement les communes pour lesquelles le 
document est valable. 


Tout Travailleur Agr.E. troubé endehors de la 
circonscription autorisee, aussi bien que ceux troubés 
sans documentation sereient passibles d'étre renvoyés 
en Espagne d'office. i 


Un "Service de Placement Agricole pour le Defrichage 


des terres" pourrait avoir le contrdle de ce contingent 
da'Espagnols. 


L'utilisation 
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L'utilisation des Espagnols dans 1' agriculture, sous 
la forme prévue dans ce projet donnerait au Gouverne— 
ment toute latitude pour établir un plan national de retour 
a la terre et permettrait un rendement immediat pour le 
ravitaillement de la nation. 


Un plan rationnel de clutures riches, plus utiles, 
immediatement necéssaires, devrait etre mis sur pied, brisant 
au besoin les routines paysannes qui s'y opposeraient. 


L'amenagement et l'equipement des villages pourrait étre 
fait selon un plan moderne, 


Les nouveaux paysans francais trouveraient des terres 
fraiches, aéja en production, un logis préparé et con- 
fortable, et les outils préts: le gros effort serait déja 
fait. 


Ces vantages accélereraient le retour & la terre de 
l'ancienne paysannerie autochtone qui l'a désertée. 


Josep M, TRIAS-PEITX 


(Copie de la Note donnée & M. Berger 
Directeur du Cabinet du Ministre de 
l'Interieur, et & M. Parodi, Directeur 
Général de la Main-D'Oeuvre au Ministe- 
re du Travail, le 25 Septembre 1940. 
Une Copie a été passée AM, Gaziot, Mi- 
nistre de l'Agriculture par M. Berger.) 


M, JOSEPH M. TRIAS - PEITX 


Ancien Directeur du Service de la Main-d'Oeuvre du 
C.N.C. de Secours aux Réfugiés. 


Assesseur technique pour la sélection d' ouvriers 
Agricoles dans les Camps de Barcargs, Argelés, St. Cyprien 
et Agde pour 1'Union des Syndicats Agricoles du Sud-Est 
(342 ouvriers spécialistes placés). 


Chargé de migsion par les Ministéres de la Guerre et du 
Travail pour la sélection technique d'ouvriers Espagnols 
spécialisés a destination des industries de guerre, au Camp 
de Septfonds. (7.452 ouvriers sélectionnés et placés). 


Chargé de mission par les Ministéres du Travail, 
Agriculture et Intérieur pour la sélection de familles 
payeennes espagnoles destinées A 6tre placées en métayage. 
(210 familles avaient été sélectionnées et dirigées sur le 
Gers, d'accord avec la Chambre Agricole du Département, 
quant la fin de le guerre a arreté brusquement les travaux). 


Plus de 50.000 ouvriers Espagnols ont été placés 
pendant la guerre par les soins et sur la sélection des 
services dirigés par M. Trias. 


